NUMBER  52/MAY1979/$1 .00 


If  at  first  you  don  t  succeed... 

The  Crown  appeals  TBP's  acquittal 

and  refuses  to  return  "evidence"  seized  in  1977. 

It  might  come  in  handy,  they  say,  when  they  try,  try  again. 


To  serve  and  protect? 

The  public  image  off  the  Toronto  police 
may  reassure;  their  "private"  ramblings 
about  us  are  another  story,  p  8 
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Financial  reports  are  meant  to  tell  a  story.  The  one  above  tells  two. 

The  first  is  cause  for  celebration  —  as  of  March  31,  1979,  nearly  $31,000 
had  been  raised  for  the  defence  of  The  Body  Politic.  The  money  came  from 
people  like  you,  people  all  across  Canada  and  the  United  States  and  as  far 
away  as  Britain  and  Australia,  who  were  determined  that  this  attack  on  the 
gay  press  would  not  go  unchallenged.  Without  their  contributions  we  would 
never  have  been  able  to  fight  —  and  win  —  our  battle  in  court. 

The  second  story,  however,  isn't  such  a  happy  one.  As  much  as  it  was, 
$31,000  wasn't  enough.  The  Body  PoHtic  Free  the  Press  Fund  still  has  bills 
to  pay  and  there's  no  money  left  in  the  bank.  The  bottom  line:  a  deficit 
of $1,549. 

And  that's  not  the  only  bad  news.  Roy  McMurtry,  the  Attorney  General 
of  Ontario,  was  so  perturbed  by  our  court  victory  that  he  has  decided  to 
appeal  it  —  not  to  further  harass  the  gay  community,  he  is 
quick  to  claim,  but  "to  clarify  the  law." 

Mr  McMurtry' s  "clarification"  could  cost  us  as  much  as 
$15,000.  And  if  he  gets  the  answer  he  wants  from  the  ap- 
peal court,  he'll  put  The  Body  Politic  through  a  repeat  of 


the  inital  trial.  The  bill  could  be  even  higher  than  before. 

Add  it  up.  The  verdict  was  "Not  guilty."  The  penalty,  nevertheless,  could 
be  more  than  $80,000  in  court  costs. 

What's  more,  the  subscription  lists,  unpublished  manuscripts,  cheque 
books  and  stamp  pads  seized  from  TBP's  office  more  than  sixteen  months 
ago  have  still  not  been  returned.  None  of  this  material  was  introduced  as 
evidence  in  the  trial.  The  police  say  they  want  to  keep  it,  though,  because 
it  might  be  useful  to  them  the  second  time  around.  It  is  the  first  time  in  Can- 
adian legal  history  that  material  seized  as  evidence  has  not  been  returned 
after  an  acquittal. 
Mr  McMurtry  doesn't  call  this  harassment. 

We  do.  And  we're  convinced  that  if  they  can  get  away  with  it  this  time, 
they'll  soon  be  able  to  get  away  with  anything. 

Stopping  them  depends  on  you.  The  bottom  line  is 

money  —  lots  of  it,  unfortunately.  Asking  people  who 

have  already  given  generously  to  give  yet  again  doesn't 

make  us  very  happy.  But  we're  asking. 

You  helped  us  win.  Now  help  us  hold  onto  that  victory. 


Cheques  payable  to:  Lynn  King  in  trust  for  The  Body  Politic 
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Would  you  believe  scurrilous... p  8 

"Nothing  more  than  the  behaviour  of  overcrowded  rats."  That's  us, 
fdks,  the  "fags,  fruits,  etc,  prancing  and  wiggling  and  smelling  like 
polecats."  Anita  Bryant  talking?  Ken  Campbell?  Nope,  just  your  local 
Toronto  staff  sergeant  in  a  "think  piece"  written  for  the  police  mag- 
azine. Uncovering  prejudice  where  you'd  most  expect  it. 


Love  doesn't  come  in  boxes... p  28 

Graham  Jackson's  new  play  for  dancers  was  dismissed  as  "a  ballet  for  fags"  at  its 
workshop  production.  And  yes,  there  are  passionate  male /male  duets.  But,  says  critic 
Bob  Wallace,  it's  a  play  indicting  a  culture  in  which  "love  is  dissected  like  history." 
An  exclusive  preview  of  a  bold  new  work  to  be  premiered  this  fall. 


The  envelope,  please... p  21 


Last  May  TBP  announced  its  Great  Canadian  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest,  with  Jane  Rule 
and  Marie-Claire  Blais  as  judges.  This  May,  we  armounce  the  winners.  First  prize  to 
Mary  Schendlinger  of  Vancouver  for  "The  Sickbed."  Turn  to  page  21  and  treat 
yourself  to  a  bright  new  Canadian  talent. 


Only  in  Canadap  you  say?..^  p  12 

The  Crown  lost  the  fu^st  time  around,  so  they've  decided  to  appeal  TBP's 
acquittal.  Double  jeopardy?  You've  been  watching  too  much  American  TV. 
In  Canada  they  keep  doing  it  until  they  get  it  right,  and  they  can  hold  onto 
seized  "evidence"  even  after  a  trial  is  over.  Abuse  of  power,  you  say?  Pity. 


The  Deer  Hunter... 

...is  "clearly  disgraceful,"  an  elegy 
for  the  patriarchy,  a  film  you  can 
love.  Critic  Robin  Wood  explains. 
The  Warriors  is  a  neon  vision  of 
beauty  that  is  "the  ultimate  tease"  for 
gay  male  viewers,  and  the  German 
band,  Flying  Lesbians,  concludes  that 
wranen  have  nothing  to  lose  but  men. 
See  a  dirty  Greek  vase  on  page  3 1 . 
Get  up  to  your  teeth  in  culture  in  this 
nxmth's  Our  Image. 


When  is  a  choice  not  a 


Tra  la,  It's  May... 

It's  been  a  tough  winter,  and  frankly,  we  wanted  to 
spread  a  giggle  right  ac£pss  our  cover.  Happy  to 

oblige  were  New 
Wave  Nurse  Billy 
Sutherland  (left) 
and  TBP  designer 
Kirk  Kelly. 
'^~  '^        'Wf'  And  no.  they 

don 't  cppear 

anywhere 

else  in  the 


Queer  as  nigger... p  25 

Ten  years  ago,  the  modem  gay 
movement  was  taking  its  first  hesitant 
steps,  claiming  that  politics  included 
the  personal.  American  author  and 
social  critic  Paul  Goodman  called  it 
"The  Politics  of  Being  Queer."  An 
affectionate  look  back  at  one  gay  life. 


When  Attorney  General  Roy  McMurtry 
announced  the  Crown  appeal  of  The 
Body  Politic  acquittal,  many  of  the 
members  and  friends  of  this  paper's  col- 
lective first  thought  that  our  best  res- 
ponse was  no  response  at  all. 

The  proposed  strategy:  wedon't  show 
up  for  the  appeal  and  we  present  no  legal 
arguments.  We  would  refuse  co-opera- 
tion, like  Vietnam  War-resisters  a 
decade  ago  who  refused  to  validate  the 
army  and  burned  their  draft  cards 
instead  of  yielding  to  induction. 

The  proposal  was  seriously  con- 
sidered. It  would  confuse  the  court  and 
the  Crown,  we  realized.  For  a  while.  But 
in  the  end  the  County  Court  would  very 
likely  overturn  our  acquittal  and  do  one 
of  two  things:  convict  Pink  Triangle 
Press  and  the  three  defendants,  its 
officers;  or  order  a  new  trial. 

If  a  new  trial  were  ordered,  the  de- 


fendants would  plead  not  guilty  and 
oould  opt  to  present  no  evidence  in  their 
own  defence.  In  that  case  they  would 
likely  be  convicted,  and  be  fined.  Or  sent 
to  jail. 

This  proposed  course  of  events  had  its 
attractions,  especially  for  a  group  of 
people  who  are  tired  after  one  long  trial, 
people  who  don't  relish  having  to  raise 
fifteen  to  fifty  grand  more  to  fight  the 
appeal.  People  who  would  rather  put 
out  a  magazine  than  endlessly  debate 
court  strategies.  Many  important  issues 
^ing  gay  liberation  today  beckon  for 
our  thought  and  discussion  more  than 
the  nitty-gritty  of  legalisms  and  fund- 
raising. 

Furthermore,  we  realized,  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars  spent  fighting  in 
the  courts  could  also  be  spent  on  other 
battles  gay  people  are  fighting,  or  on 
etpanding  our  own  services  to  the  gay 


Hie  regulars 

Letters,  p  4;  Editorial,  p  6; 

Between  the  Lines,  p  18; 

Tribal  Rites,  p  19;  1 000  Lesbians,  p  20; 

Ivory  Tunnel,  p  36;  Classifieds,  p  37; 

Community  Page,  p  40; 

Out  in  the  City,  p  42. 


community.  Why  sink  yet  more  into  the 
court  system? 

In  announcing  the  appeal,  McMurtry 
ecplained  that  the  Crown  needed  to  have 
certain  laws  clarified.  He  puts  TBP  in 
the  position  where  we  have  to  spend  lots 
of  money  to  clarify  laws  dealing  with  in- 
decency and  immorality,  laws  which  we 
believe  shouldn't  exist  in  the  first  place. 

Perhaps  the  precedent  could  be  of  use 
to  us,  and  in  general  to  the  country's 
publishers  and  civil  libertarians.  But  why 
should  we  bear  the  burden  for  them? 
(Unfortunately,  the  Canadian  Civil  Lib- 
CTties  Association  does  not  fund  pre- 
cedent-setting legal  cases,  as  its 
American  equivalent  is  likely  to  do.) 

The  state  has  already  fined  us,  effect- 
ively, to  the  tune  of  $30,000.  It  is 
attempting  to  fine  us  yet  more  by  forcing 
us  back  into  court.  A  strong  argument 
for  refusing  to  fight  the  appeal  was  that 
we  would  thereby  be  fighting  the  state's 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Coalition  withdrawal  premature 


We  find  the  decision  of  the  Gay  Com- 
munity Centre  of  Saskatoon  and  the 
Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition  to 
withdraw  from  the  Canadian  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  Coalition  to  be  most  un- 
fortunate and  somewhat  confusing. 

To  insinuate  that  the  CLGRC  is 
"anti-lesbian"  is  without  any  real  basis 
in  fact.  One  only  has  to  look  at  the 
demands  of  the  CLGRC  to  see  that  they 
are  supportive  of  lesbians  and  are  active- 
ly fighting  for  their  rights.  If  the 
majority  of  lesbians  at  the  conference  in 
Halifax  could  not  support  50%  lesbian 
voting  rights  it  is  ludicrous  to  expect  the 
oMiference  as  a  whole  to  support  that 
position. 

We  find  the  reasoning  behind  the 
withdrawal  of  the  GCCS  and  SGC  to  be 
most  confusing.  To  state  that  the  organi- 
zation is  intolerant  of  dissent  is  some- 
thing that  we  find  very  hard  to  believe. 
Anyone  who  has  attended  national  con- 
ferences in  the  past  can  see  that  dissent  is 
most  prevalent  and  accepted. 

The  GCCS  and  SGC  state  that  the 
action  of  the  CLGRC  means  that  Sas- 
katchewan women  are  disenfranchised 
at  a  national  level,  but  the  decision  to 
withdraw  from  the  coalition  certainly  is 
not  going  to  ensure  that  women  are  en- 
fianchised.  Rather,  the  decision  means 
that  now  all  gay  people,  be  they  lesbians 
or  gay  men,  in  Saskatchewan  are  disen- 
franchised at  a  national  level. 

It  is  true  that  the  scope  of  the  CLGRC 
is  limited  and  that  is  the  way  that  the  co- 
alition has  been  set  up.  The  CLGRC  has 
been  established  to  fight  towards  equal 
rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
C^ada  and  it  has  done  an  admirable 
job  in  that  area.  They  have  not  been 
mandated  to  work  in  other  areas.  If  les- 
taans  and  gay  men  wish  to  work  in  other 
areas,  which  we  totally  support,  then 
what  is  needed  are  other  vehicles  to  ac- 
complish that,  not  the  withdrawal  from 
an  organization  that  has  worked  long 
and  hard  on  behalf  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  Canada. 

At  a  time  when  the  right  wing  is  grow- 
ing in  Canada  and  has  served  notice  that 
they  intend  to  do  everything  they  can  to 
prevent  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  ob- 
taining their  rights,  it  is  important  that 
gay  people  pull  together  rather  than  be- 
come fractionalized.  We  hope  that  the 
boards  of  the  GCCS  and  SGC  will  re- 
consider their  decision  and  once  again 
become  an  active  part  of  the  coalition 
working  towards  gay  rights  for  all  les- 
bians and  gay  men  in  Canada.  We  know 
that  there  is  much  support  for  the 
CLGRC  in  Saskatchewan  and  the 
decision  of  the  two  boards  is  not  totally 
representative  of  all  gay  people  in 
Saskatchewan. 

DGensHellquist 
Roger  Caniere 
Bruce  Carman 
Saskatoon 

The  February  edition  of  The  Body 
Politic  featured  an  item  entitled  "Prairie 
Groups  Withdraw  from  Nation- Wide 
Coalition." 

I  think  that  it  is  important  to  note  that 
not  every  one  here  in  the  West  carries  the 
sentiments  attributed  to  Doug  Wilson  in 
that  article.  Those  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  The  Gay  Com- 


munity Centre  of  Saskatoon  who  voted 
in  favor  of  pulling  out  of  the  CLGRC 
made  a  big  mistake.  This  is  my  personal 
opinion  and  I  am  certain  that  I'm  not 
alone  in  expressing  it.  I  only  wish  that 
the  Board  of  Directors  would  have  put 
this  issue  forward  before  the  member- 
ship at  large  rather  than  taking  it  on 
themselves  to  put  the  Centre  off  from  a 
working  relationship  with  the  CLGRC. 

I  feel  this  withdrawal  from  the  coali- 
tion is  a  very  poor  showing  of  gay  solid- 
arity. We  all  have  different  opinions  on 
how  the  CLGRC  should  be  run,  but  the 
National  Movement  cannot  run  smooth- 
ly unless  we  work  from  within  an  organi- 
zation to  mold  it  into  something  work- 
able. To  alienate  ourselves  from  other 
groups  is  very  counterproductive. 

Mr  Wilson  has  stated:  "To  stay  in  the 
CLGRC  would  jeopardise  relationships 
within  the  Saskatchewan  community."  I 
just  can't  accept  that.  In  my  opinion 
Doug  is  just  resorting  to  dramatics. 

I  have  always  been  in  favor  of  50% 
voting  rights  within  the  CLGRC  for 
lesbians.  However,  if  it  is  true  that  over 
50%  of  the  women  at  the  Halifax  con- 
ference rejected  that  proposal,  then  we 
must  accept  that  and  work  towards  a 
better  scheme. 

Sterling  Demchinsky 
SBskatoon 

Hie  beer  was  sexist 

Congratulations  on  our  victory!  Isn't  it 
wonderful  how  the  solidarity  of  our 
community  has  pulled  us  through  yet 
another  struggle  against  sexism,  homo- 
phobia, and  ageism? 

It's  time  to  celebrate  —  to  drink  a 
toast  to  all  the  sectors  of  the  gay  com- 
munity who  brought  us  victorious  to  this 
Valentine's  Day  '79. 

Let's  go  to  Buddy's. 

I  find  it  surprising  that  TBP,  which 
has  been  so  active  recently  in  the  fight 
against  ageism  within  the  gay  commun- 
ity, didn't  see  the  political  incongruous- 
ness  in  holding  its  victory  celebration  in 
an  institution  which  doesn't  admit  to 
its  premises  an  important  sector  of  the 
gay  movement,  and  which  thrives  on 
ageist  sexual  mores.  Also,  Buddy's 
doesn't  have  the  reputation  of  being  a 
mixed  bar,  and  I  can  think  of  few 
women  in  the  movement  who  can  feel 
celebratory,  if  even  comfortable,  there. 
Is  this  how  you  thank  the  many  women 
and  under-nineteen  gay  youth  who 
supported  you  through  this  struggle? 

On  the  evening  of  this  memorable 
Valentine's  Day,  I  applaud  The  Body 
Pontic's  hard  work  and  the  solidarity  of 
the  gay  community. 

Cheers. 

Jonathan  Burston 
Toronto 

Uve  and  let  batter 

I  would  like  to  express  my  deep  concern 
with  the  current  attack  on  The  Body 
Politic  in  terms  of  the  obscenity  charges 
now  before  the  court.  Unfortunately,  it 
seems  that  because  it  is  a  gay  magazine, 
very  few  people  are  concerned  about  this 
attack  on  our  freedom  of  speech.  The 
point  is  that  any  abridgement  of 
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''I  only  wish  that  the  Board  of  Directors 

would  have  put  the  issue  forward 

before  the  membership." 


freedom  of  speech  to  one  group  is  a 
threat  to  all.  Even  the  smallest  violation 
of  this  principle  ought  to  be  a  subject  of 
concern  to  all  citizens. 

Which  brings  me  to  the  second  point 
of  this  letter,  which  is  that,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  current  legal  proceedings 
against  The  Body  Politic,  I  was  most 
surprised  to  read  your  recent  criticism  of 
the  rock  group  "Battered  Wives."  This 
is  not  to  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  your 
protesting  their  name,  but  the  issue  with 
the  "Battered  Wives"  involves  much 
more  than  just  that.  I  realize  that  the 
charge  is  that  this  group's  name  encour- 
ages violence  against  certain  individuals. 
However,  it  is  the  protesters  who  have 
been  actually  using  violence,  whether  in 
throwing  eggs  and  tomatoes,  splashing 
paint  over  a  record  store  in  Montreal 
which  dared  to  sell  the  group's  records, 
or  in  telephoning  threats  of  violence  to 
the  members  of  the  group. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  the  "Battered 
Wives"  have  chosen  a  name  that  offends 
some  people,  but  then  so  does  The  Body 
Politic.  And  surely  the  whole  point 
of  having  a  free  society  is  that  such 
minority  viewpoints  are  allowed  the 
right  to  exist  although  not  forced  on 
anyone. 

As  a  libertarian  I  support  The  Body 
Politic  in  this  current  fight  for  freedom 
of  the  press,  and  also  support  the 
"Battered  Wives"  in  their  right  to  use 
their  name  —  for  the  same  reason:  my 
belief  in  an  "open  society."  Tolerance  is 
the  name  of  the  game  in  such  a  free 
society  and  tolerance  means  being  will- 
ing to  allow  others  to  be  silly,  stupid,  or 
even  wrong  (so  long  as  they  are  not 
forcing  their  views  on  others). 

In  the  meantime  I  hope  the  groups 
involved  will  carry  on  protesting,  boy- 
cotting and  persuading  others  about 
their  stand  on  this  group's  name.  Let's 
just  not  hx'\n%  force  into  it  whether  by 
means  of  the  State  or  by  privately 
thrown  tomatoes  and  eggs. 
Marilee  Haylock 
Qnimian 
Ontario  Libertarian  Party 

The  real  molesters 

Upon  reading  your  last  issue  I  was  deep- 
ly moved  by  your  article  "Men  Loving 
Boys  Loving  Men."  I  have  always  been 
against  this  sort  of  thing  even  though  I 
have  friends  who  fit  this  category.  The 
article  showed  me  that  a  relationship  of 
mutual  respect  and  admiration  can 
develop,  with  or  without  sex,  between  a 
man  and  a  boy.  Far  more  children  are 
molested  physically  and  emotionally  by 
their  parents  than  by  men  who  are 
genially  affectionate.  I  know  for  a  fact 
from  experiences  related  to  me  that  in 
QWo  of  such  cases  the  boys  grow  up  with 
a  healthier  attitude  and  a  feeling  that  at 
least  somebody  cared.  It  is  about  time 
that  the  Justice  Department  re-classified 
sexual  offences  against  children. 

You  arc  to  be  commended  for  fighting 
so  that  a  man  docs  not  spend  time  in 
prison  for  something  he  cannot  help.  I 
believe  that  the  Crown  is  appealing  your 
case  not  because  justice  should  be  done 
but  because  they  feel  embarra.ssed  at 
losing  the  case.  It  is  their  contention  that 


this  article  advocates  sex  between  adults 
and  children.  It  does  not,  it  merely 
points  out  that  it  does  exist  and  I  believe 
on  a  large  scale. 

I  realize  it  would  cost  you  a  great  deal 
of  money  to  fight  this  in  court  and  I 
would  gladly  contribute  to  the  fight,  but 
lam  presently  in  prison.  Upon  my  re- 
lease you  can  count  on  my  full  support. 
It's  time  we  left  the  laws  of  the  Middle 
Ages  and  adopted  laws  that  will  fit  our 
society  and  give  proper  protection  to 
everyone. 
HT  Coffey 
Dorchester,  NB 

Qet  on  With  the  news 

I  felt  I  must  write  to  voice  my  disapprov- 
al with  your  decision  to  file  suit  against 
tbeToronto  Star.  To  me  your  actions 
seem  totally  inappropriate  in  light  of  the 
fact  that  you  knew  that  an  appeal  by  the 
Qown  was  possible.  I  feel  that  this  court 
stuff  has  gone  to  your  collective  head. 

Your  appeal  for  money  from  your 
readers  seems  rather  daring,  and, 
speaking  for  myself,  offensive. 

I  had  always  thought  that  TBP  was  a 
mature,  professional  magazine  which 
was  there  for  informing  gays  about 
facts,  rather  than  for  making  news. 

I'm  truly  sorry  to  see  this  turn-about. 
I  hope  you  will  return  to  your  original 
function. 

Robert  O'NeUl 
Paradise,  NS 


Gang  of  one 


I  seldom  write  letters  to  the  editor,  but  I 
was  so  incensed  by  the  wrong-headed- 
ness  of  your  review  of  Daniel  Curzon's 
Among  the  Carnivores,  I  felt  compelled 
to  write. 

I've  read  the  novel  and  think  it  very 
fine  indeed.  I'm  afraid  your  reviewer 
would  have  a  literary  artist  like  Curzon 
contaminate  his  art  by  writing  the  Party 
Line.  You  don't  want  the  ambiguities 
and  realities  of  moral  choices  —  the 
novel's  subject  matter.  You  want  poster 
art,  just  like  Chairman  Mao. 

Fortunately,  /I  mo/i^  the  Carnivores, 
as  a  work  of  art,  will  last  far  longer 
than  anything  written  to  serve  as  public 
relations  work  for  the  gay  movement. 
What  mystifies  me  is  that  you  don't  see 
that  this  novel  is  twice  as  effective 
in  enhancing  the  human  side  of  gay 
people  as  some  tract!  Apparently  every 
age  has  its  genuine  artists  and  every  age 
has  its  political  theorists.  The  genuine 
artists  win  out  in  the  long  run  because 
they  won't  settle  for  doctrinaire  writing. 

You  complain  about  the  police  a  lot, 
as  well  you  should,  but  then  you  exhibit 
a  totalitarianism  about  hterature  that  is 
every  bit  as  fascist. 

Jason  W  Bergner 
San  Frandsco 

Jim  Tennyson  replies: 
Even  the  most  political  of  poster  art 
must  frame  its  message  in  a  skillful 
fashion,  which  blatant  though  it  may 
he,  must  exhibit  a  certain  amount  of 
aesthetic  sensibility.  Mr  Curzon 's  novel 
fails  on  both  counts. 
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posters  and  printed  ephemera,  vintage  and  new 

265  queen  street  east,  toronto  Canada  MBA  1S6 
hours:  tues-sat  10-6,  call  daniel  stroud  at  861-1851 
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^      406  Dupont  St 

"Toronto   9618341 

Lunch  12.2:30 

Dinner  6.10  pm 

Closed  Mondoys 
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VILLAGE  WEAVER 


YARNS 

LARGEST  COLLECTION  OF 

WEAVING  MATERIALS 

FANCY  KNITTING  AND 

CROCHET YARNS 

WOOLS  COTTONS  SILKS 

ALPACA  ANGORA  MOHAIR 

HANDWEAVING  CLASSES 

LECLERC  LOOMS 

MAIL  ORDER  SAMPLE  CARDS  $2.00 

551  CHURCH  STREET  (AT  WELLESLEY) 

TORONTO  •  964-0436 


V^^  II I wl  IwOh  are  you  having  problems 
integrating  sexuality  and  spirituality? 

»J  l\JIIIIYisa  Social,  Educational  and  spiritual 
organization  for  Gay  Catholics  and  their  friends,  working 
within  the  Church  for  change,  acceptance  and  justice. 


Dignity 


believes  that  gays  can  express 
their  s'exuality  in  a  manner  that  is  consonant  with 
Christ's  teaching.  Write  for  free,  confidential  information: 

Dignity/Canada/Dignitd,  P.O.  Box  1492,  Station  T, 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2H  2H7.  Phone  (403)  282-0574 


Special  offer  tor  readers  of 


BodyPolitic 


MUSICAL 

NEWS 


L  cussiGkL  msic  pcnxL' 


ORFF%  Threatenine 


Counterpoint's  » 25 


Three  special  classical 
music  publications  NOW  ON 
SALE!  Don't  miss  MUSICAL 
NEWS'S  intelligent  com- 
mentary on  live  events; 
COUNTERPOINT'S  perceptive 
and  succinct  assess- 
ments of  new 
classical  re- 
leases; or  our 
invaluable  guide 
'to  1000  recommend- 
ed recordings, 
BODY  POLITIC  read- 
ers can  save  now. 
But  hurry!  Sale  ends 
June  30th,  19791  Why 
not  sample  the  classi- 
'cal  music  publications 
everyone  is  talking  a- 
bout?  Order  yours  today! 


YES!    I   want  to  save  money  during  the   special  BODY  POLITIC  sale.    I   understand 
this  offer  expires  June  30th,    1979.   Please  send  the   following: 

U  Counterpoint's  BASIC  CLASSICAL  RECORD  LIBRARY  GUIDE  [reg.   $3.50]  @  $3.00 

n  COUNTERPOINT  Classical  Record  Review  Magazine  [reg.   $10.00  for  15  issues] 
@  $9.00 

— ^MUSICAL  NFnlS  A  Classical  Music  Monthly  Newsletter  [reg.   $6.00  for  10   is- 
I ^suesj  @  $5.50 

I 11  WANT  TO  SAVE  EVEN  MORE!   Send  all  three  for  $16.00  [a   rep.   $19.50  value] 


Please  allow  four  weeks  for  processing.   To  offset 
increased  costs,   foreign  customers  please  pay  in 
US   funds  or  add  15?5  Canadian  funds  to  total. 
THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  ORDER!!! 


Counterpoint  Publishing  Company 

PO  Bo»  186.  Station  2 

Toronto.  Ontario 
CANADA     MSN  2Z4 


We  often  have  to  fight  battles 

not  of  our  own  making. 

We  never  get  to  choose  when  we  are  attacked. 


Continued  from  page  3 

prerogative  to  fine  us  in  this  oblique  but 
painful  way. 

We  played  the  game  their  way  the  first 
time  around.  Refusing  to  do  so  again, 
refusing  to  recognize  the  legitimacy  of 
the  process  they  were  now  trying  to  put 
us  through,  was  a  tempting  prospect. 

Most  of  us  felt  an  initial  thrill  at  the 
thought  of  walking  away  from  the 
^peal.  It  would  be  impudent,  impish 
and  irreverent.  There  were  even  some 
who  thought  they  could  articulate  a 
practical,  or  political,  justification  for 
such  a  tactic.  Time  and  thought, 
however,  convinced  most  of  us  that, 
however  much  we  would  rather  be  doing 
cither  things,  fight  the  appeal  we  must. 

Although  we  certainly  resent  having 
to  play  "the  game"  imposed  on  by  the 
Attorney  General,  it  is  because  we  can't 
treat  our  goals  as  a  magazine  as  "a 
game"  that  we  are  forced  to  fight  back 
when  it  is  threatened.  We  often  have  to 
fight  battles  not  of  our  own  making.  We 
fight  them  because  they  are  real,  and 
threatening.  We  never  get  to  choose 
when  we  are  attacked. 

Some  important  things  are  at  stake  in 
this  particular  struggle.  The  judgment 
by  which  TBP  was  acquitted,  for 
instance.  It  effectively  narrowed  the 
definition  of  part  of  the  Criminal  Code 
vMch  has  been  and  will  again  be  used 
against  the  gay  press  —  and  quite  likely 
others  —  the  government  wishes  to 
silence. 

The  judgment  also  reduced  the  so- 
called  "community  standards"  test  to  a 
less  ominous  threat  to  civil  liberties. 


Fighting  the  appeal  —  protecting  that 
judgment  —  can  be  seen  as  a  means  of 
promoting  freedom  of  the  press  in 
Canada,  as  a  way  to  protect  ourselves, 
and  others,  against  further  prosecution. 

At  a  time  when  civil  liberties  in 
Canada  are  being  eroded  by  the  illegal 
actions  of  the  RCMP  with  the  conni- 
vance of  the  federal  cabinet,  we  have  an 
interest  in  fighting  to  protect  minority 
groups  from  harassment.  Wiiming  the 
appeal  is  one  way  to  do  so. 

It  sometimes  seems  that  the  gay  move- 
ment has  been  stuck  in  an  essentially  de- 
fensive stance  for  the  past  two  years, 
and  that  we  have  been  sidetracked  from 
some  of  the  struggles  that  need  to  be 
carried  on.  That  is  probably  true.  But  to 
turn  our  backs  on  attacks  against  the  gay 
community,  whether  by  evangelist 
"child-savers,"  bigoted  cops,  or  oppor- 
tunistic politicians,  is  to  jeopardize  the 
gains  which  we  fought  so  long  and  hard 
to  win. 

The  biggest  problem  with  the  anar- 
chistic sentiment  that  would  have  us  turn 
our  backs  on  this  appeal  is  that  it  ignores 
both  the  fact  that  the  government  has 
real  power  to  harm  us,  and  the  longest- 
standing  traditions  of  our  movement. 
For  long  enough  cops,  courts  and 
governments  were  assured  a  free  hand  in 
their  dealings  with  us.  They  could  always 
be  sure  we'd  back  down.  If  we  mean  to 
continue  to  publish  The  Body  Politic,  we 
have  to  spend  more  time,  energy  and 
money  to  fight  a  prosecution  that  should 
never  have  begun  in  the  first  place. 
Those  are  the  realities  of  being  gay  in 
Ontario  in  1979.  Those  are  our  realities, 
and  we  can't  "opt  out"  of  them.  D 


We're  looking  for  people 
who  know  how  to  write. 

The  Body  Politic  is  put  together  almost  entirely  by  volunteers.  Of  all  the  people 
listed  on  our  masthead,  only  two  are  paid  so  they  can  keep  the  office  running 
v\flthout  having  to  balance  off  another  full-time  job.  For  everyone  else,  TBP  is 
entirely  a  labour  of  love. 

That  includes  everybody  who  writes  for  us.  And  frankly,  getting  good  writing 
for  nothing  is  one  of  the  toughest  challenges  we  face.  We  have  some  fine  writers 
—  but  not  enough  of  them.  We  need  more  people  who  can  provide  new  pers- 
pectives, fresh  insights  and  —  we  fervently  hope  —  irresistibly  readable 
copy. 

We  need  young  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  can  liven  up  "The  New  Age, ' ' 
women  who  can  represent  "Everywoman,"  perceptive  roamers  who  can  inspire 
"Out  in  the  City"  and  witty  observers  willing  to  take  a  poke  at  our  "Tribal 

Rites. ' '  The  Our  Image  section  is  desperate  for  contributors  who  can  provide 
clear,  concise  reviews,  and  would  love  to  find  a  lesbian  interested  in  keeping  an 
eye  on  women's  publishing. 

If  you're  one  of  these  people,  we  want  you.  You've  got  to  be  good  —  we 
don't  have  any  plans  for  an  "Our  Drivel"  section,  and  you  wouldn't  be  happy)py 
with  us  if  we  did.  You've  also  got  to  be  willing  to  do  it  for  no  more  reward  than 
the  knowledge  that  you'll  be  making  a  contribution  to  your  community. 

It's  a  challenge.  If  you're  up  to  it,  get  In  touch.  Let  us  know  what  you're 
interested  in.  Send  us  a  few  samples  of  your  work,  pieces  you  feel  confident 
about,  pieces  you'd  be  glad  to  put  before  people  in  Newfoundland,  New  West- 
minster or  New  York.  Send  it  with  a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  for 
return  and  we'll  be  happy.  Make  it  impossible  for  us  to  reject  and  we'll  be 
delighted. 

Manuscripts  should  be  typed,  double-spaced  for  easy  reading.  Mail  your 
suggestions  and  submissions  to  "New  Writers",  The  BodyPolitic,  POBox 
7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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Tuesday,  noon  to  12  p.m. 
Wednesday,  noon  to  12  p.m. 
Thursday,  noon  to  12  p.m. 
Friday,  noon  to  1  a.m. 
Saturday,  5  p.m.  to  1  a.m. 
Sunday,  brunch  noon  to  4  p.m. 
dinner  5  p.m.  to  1  a.m. 
closed  Monday 


562  Church  Street 

Toronto 

924-1972 

under  LLBO 


Editorial 


Tlianks  Sarge 


Many  people  reacted  with  horror  to  Staff  Sergeant  Tom  Moclair's  article,  "The 
Honosexual  Fad,"  in  the  Metro  Toronto  Police  Association  journal  News  and 
Views.  Seasoned  gay  liberationists,  however,  did  not.  Sure,  what  the  article  said  was 
horrible.  But  the  fact  that  those  attitudes  exist  within  the  Toronto  police  force  is  any- 
thing but  surprising. 

"The  Homosexual  Fad"  brings  to  public  attention  what  members  of  the  gay  com- 
munity have  experienced  privately  for  years.  So  it  is  with  a  healthy  scepticism  that 
many  of  us  have  listened  to  Moclair  being  described  as  "a  rotten  apple  threatening  to 
spoil  the  barrel,"  a  sick  and  unfortunate  exception. 

If  Moclair's  attitude  is  so  exceptional,  we  might  be  tempted  to  ask  why  his  fellow 
officers  didn't  react  with  outrage  at  the  publication  of  his  views?  And  why  the  police 
association  was  so  tardy  in  leveling  criticism  at  him,  seeking  instead  to  placate  the 
public  with  assurances  that  the  article  had  simply  been  misunderstood? 

Excerpts  from  "The  Homosexual  Fad"  appear  on  page  8  of  this  issue.  We  don't 
believe  our  readers  will  have  any  trouble  understanding  what  Moclair  said.  It  is  the 
same  familiar  and  dangerous  rhetoric  of  anti-homosexual  hatred  that  most  of  us 
have  heard  in  some  form  before. 

This  article  is  dangerous  —  not,  as  some  have  suggested,  because  it  tarnishes  the 
image  of  an  otherwise  ideal  police  force.  Queer  bashers,  in  and  out  of  uniform,  don't 
need  any  more  encouragement  than  they  already  get. 

Does  this  mean  that  Sargeant  Moclair  should  be  censored  or  fired?  Lobbying  for 
such  a  course  of  action  would  seem  appealing  if  we  believed  he  was  "the  bad  apple." 
But  our  anger  stems  not  so  much  from  the  insults  of  one  man  as  from  our  daily  ex- 
periences with  Toronto's  finest.  Moclair  merely  articulates  what  so  many  others 
bdieve.  Firing  him,  censoring  "The  Homosexual  Fad"  would  be  treating  the  symp- 
tom, not  the  disease.  When  that  happens,  diseases  usually  go  imderground  —  be- 
come more  insidious,  harder  to  detect,  impossible  to  cure.  And  that  is  the  dilemma 
v«  face  with  Sergeant  Moclair. 

Perhaps  we  should  view  Moclair's  musings  as  useful  —  another  piece  of  damning 
evidence  of  real,  if  unofficial,  pxjlice  attitudes  toward  gay  people,  and  one  more 
reason  to  distrust  them  in  the  interests  of  self-preservation. 

Reinforcing  the  idea  of  police  neutrality  is  probably  less  desirable  than  encour- 
aging that  urge  for  self-preservation.  It  is  also  less  than  desirable  to  jeopardize  what 
is  left  of  freedom  of  the  press.  We  know  who  the  most  common  victims  of  censor- 
ship are,  and  they  aren't  the  police.  D 


More  "Homos  at  War" 
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TheNews 


Uproar  over  bigoted  cop  mag 
forces  apology  from  police  chief 


The  five  men  behind  the  executive  desk 
were  looking  uneasy.  For  the  last  two 
hours  they  —  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Police  — 
had  been  listening  to  a  steady  stream  of 
submissions  from  the  gay  community. 
One  of  those  submissions  described  rela- 
tions between  that  community  and  the 
Toronto  police  department  as 
"gloomy."  It  was  an  understatement. 

That  meeting  April  5  climaxed  two 
weeks  of  increasing  public  outrage  at 
comments  in  the  March  issue  of  the 
police  association  magazine.  News  and 
Views,  which  revealed  a  strain  of  bigotry 
and  prejudice  at  the  very  heart  of  the  de- 
partment. Although  the  gay  community 
took  the  brunt  of  the  abuse  in  an  article 
entitled  "The  Homosexual  Fad"  by 
Staff  Sergeant  Tom  Moclair  (see  selec- 
ticms  this  page),  other  articles  in  the 
magazine  denigrated  Blacks,  Jews  ("If 
you  want  a  laugh,  drive  over  to 
Gencaim  and  Bathurst  and  see  the 
Jews"),  CathoUcs  and  Italians. 

The  meeting  had  been  organized  by 
the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  a  com- 
munity group  formed  primarily  around 
the  defence  of  men  charged  in  the  police 
raid  on  The  Barracks  bath.  That  com- 
munity had  met  March  20  and  elected  a 
delegation  consisting  of  Peter  Maloney, 
law  student;  George  Hislop,  local  gay 
leader;  Paul  Trollope,  articling  law  stu- 
dent; John  Lee,  sociology  professor; 
Brtnt  Hawkes,  pastor  of  the  MCC  and 
Kathy  Orlita  from  the  Lesbian  organi- 
zation of  Toronto. 

His  Honour  Judge  Philip  Givens, 
Commission  Chair  and  the  only  commis- 
sioner to  speak,  seemed  confused  during 
the  proceedings,  and  sufficiently  embar- 
rassed over  the  issue  that  he  managed  to 
avoid  using  the  terms  "gay,"  "homo- 
sexual" or  "sexual  orientation,"  and 
hazarded  a  general  opinion  that  "every- 
one should  be  treated  equally." 

The  mostly  gay  audience,  overflowing 
the  board  room  at  police  headquarters, 
was  clearly  not  impressed.  Most  were 
familiar  with  the  News  and  Views  article 
(leaked  to  community  leaders  and  the 
press  by  gay  people  on  the  police  force), 
and  they  had  just  been  listening  to  dele- 


gates slam  the  force  over  issues  like  the 
eight  unsolved  gay  murders  in  the  city, 
pdice  raids  on  gay  steambaths,  the  re- 
fusal of  the  police  to  break  up  violent 
anti-gay  mobs  on  Hallowe'en,  and  the 
fear  that  the  Intelligence  Bureau  is  col- 
lecting names  for  purposes  of  harass- 
ment. 

The  gay  community's  official  submis- 
sicHi.  "Our  Police  Force  Too!",  articu- 
lated ten  demands  which  ranged  from 
the  dismissal  of  Sgt  Gary  Donovan,  the 
officer  who  informed  three  school 
boards  that  teachers  in  their  employ  had 
been  swept  up  in  the  Barracks  raid,  to 
the  appointment  of  a  permanent 
pc^ce/gay  community  liaison.  Although 
Maloney,  on  behalf  of  the  gay 
delegation,  asked  for  some  immediate 
commitment  or  response  from  the  com- 
mission, he  was  simply  told  they  would 
consider  the  matter. 

In  fact,  a  red-faced  police  department 
had  bowed  to  public  pressure  a  week 
earlier.  Both  Police  Chief  Harold 
Adamson  and  Police  Association  Presi- 
dent Mai  Connolly  issued  statements 
March  28  apologizing  ,  albeit 
defensively,  for  the  Moclair  article. 
"Bigotry  has  no  place  in  our 
society,"said  Adamson,  "and  remarks 
of  the  nature  expressed  by  Staff 
Sageant  Moclair  have  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  ability  of  the  police  to  do  their 
job." 

Many  felt  that  even  those  guarded 
apologies  would  not  have  been  issued  if 
numerous  concerned  organizations 
hadn't  already  condemned  the  police. 
Strongly  critical  statements  had  been 
issued  by  the  municipal  party 
ReforMetro,  by  the  Board  of  Education 
for  the  city  of  Toronto,  by  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission,  and  even, 
finally,  by  Attorney  General  Roy 
McMurtry.  Toronto  City  Council  voted 
unanimously  to  deplore  the  association 
for  publishing  "and  not  divorcing  itself 
from  racist  and  bigoted  views"  —  but 
only  after  it  had  been  pointed  out  that 
the  magazine  had  attacked  minority 
groups  more  savoury  than  the  gay  com- 
munity. Metro  Council,  a  more  conser- 
vative group  including  representatives 
from  the  suburbs,  refused  to  pass  the 


F^m  basting:  Community  spokesperson  Peter  Maloney  addresses  police  commission. 


same  motion,  and  simply  "received" 
it  —which  means  they  will  do  nothing 
about  it. 

Many  people,  shocked  by  the  display 
of  police  bigotry,  felt  that  mere  "criti- 
cism" was  hardly  enough.  Civil  rights 
lawyer  Clayton  Ruby  insisted  that  Chief 
Adamson  could  have  charged  Sgt 
Moclair  with  breaking  the  Police  Act, 
but  Adamson  said  he  checked  twice  with 
legal  advisors  and  there  were  no  grounds 
to  lay  charges. 

The  police  in  Canada  are  a  powerful 
pditical  force.  Far  from  restricting 
themselves  to  causing  "the  peace  to  be 
kqjt  and  preserved"  —  a  salient  phrase 
in  the  Policeman's  Oath  —  they  have 
become  an  effective  lobbying  force  in 
Ottawa  for  the  laws  they  feel  will  keep 
society  "in  order." 

During  this  month's  election  cam- 
paign, the  Canadian  Police  Association 
will  be  lobbying  for  a  return  to  capital 
punishment,  and  to  the  lash  "if  neces- 
sary." Project  P  (for  pornography),  the 


"TJie  Homosexual  Fad,  "by  Staff  Sergeant 
Tom  Moclair,  appeared  in  the  March  issue  of 
News  and  Views,  the  magazine  of  the  Metro- 
politan Toronto  Police  Association.  Selected 
passages  are  reprinted  below.  Grammar  and 
spelling  have  not  been  corrected. 

"This  sickness  or  aberration  should  never  be- 
come a  right". 

I  was  saddened  and  desolated  that  the 
Mayor  of  Toronto  recently  sanctioned  acts  of 
perversion  which  symptomize  the  decadence 
of  our  society  in  his  liberal  and  flippant  show 
of  appreciation  to  a  few  hundred  homo- 
sexuals who  helped  him  get  elected.  These 
"weirdos"  may  need  our  tolerance  and 
acceptance,  but  certainly  not  our  approval  to 
continue  their  psychological  sickness  in  foist- 
ing their  acts  of  depravity  on  the  long  suffer- 
ing public. 

Segments  of  our  society  suffering  from 
homosexuality  which  calls  itself  "homo- 
phile",  "gays",  "fags"  and  "fruits",  etc.; 
provide  us  with  a  vivid  example  of  how  far  we 
in  Canada  have  gone  down  the  "road  to  de- 
bauchery". Just  look  at  them;  victims  of 
emotional  sickness,  misfits  of  their  environ- 
ments, attempting  to  turn  their  aberration 
into  a  right,  as  well  as  a  virtue. 

Just  listen  to  them  talk  (if  you  can  stomach 
them);  and  they  sure  like  to  talk,  because  talk 
is  a  penchant  of  homosexuality  especially  in 
the  physically  deprived  and  cowardly  male.  If 
you  were  ignorant  of  what  they  are  and  what 
they  represent,  you  would  think  that  their 
type  of  deviance  was  a  valuable  asset. 

Now  that  they  have  become  arrogant  and 
militant;  like  so  many  other  aberrant  groups; 
now  that  many  of  them  tell  us  there  is  nothing 
wrong  with  defiling  and  seducing  young  boys 
into  a  "homosexual  way  of  life",  they  want 
the  right  to  distribute  papers  such  as  the  Body 
Politic,  and  finally  they  want  the  right  to 
adopt  children.  Despite  the  fact  that  homo- 
sexual acts  are  illegal  except  in  private  and 
imder  certain  circumstances,  some 
homosexual  supporters  contend  that  the  issue 
is  one  of  "civil  rights". 

Their  demands  are  basic  and  simple.  So  lets 
not  be  fooled  by  them.  All  they  want  to  do  is 
to  legitimize  sodomy  and  fellatio  between 
members  of  the  same  sex  —  and  I  guess 
whatever  equivalent  manouvering  that 
women  could  accomplish  in  compromising 
IXJsitions.  The  recruitment  of  children  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  survival  and  growth 
of  homosexuals;  because  they  cannot  repro- 
duce they  are  compelled  to  recruit  and 
freshen  their  ranks. 


group  that  raided  TBP's  office,  is  a 
strong  lobbying  force  in  Ottawa  for 
stronger  obscenity  legislation,  and 
revealed  recently  that  they  are  offering 
their  services  to  any  Metro  politicians 
who  want  a  crackdown  on  the  sale  of 
"obscene"  literature.  Project  P  has  al- 
ready laid  125  charges  for  alleged  ob- 
scenity offences. 

According  to  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  the  Metro  police  budget  re- 
veals one  of  the  highest  per  capita  cost 
pdice  forces  in  the  province.  So  long  as 
the  police  remain  a  right-wing  lobby 
group  with  growing  budgets  and  power, 
it  seems  naive  to  suggest,  as  some  have, 
that  the  gay  community's  problems 
could  be  solved  by  adopting  San 
Francisco's  model  —  hiring  openly  gay 
cops.  Though  that  would  no  doubt 
ameliorate  some  of  the  grosser  examples 
of  anti-gay  prejudice  on  the  force,  gay 
people  would  seem  better  advised  to 
CCTitinue  viewing  their  police  force  with 
suspicion  and  distrust.  D 


Scientific  studies  show  that  militant  preda- 
tory male  homosexuality  is  nothing  more 
than  the  behavior  of  overcrowded  rats. 
Nature  appears  to  have  given  some  species 
this  type  of  balance  to  control  their  numbers. 

Today  we  are  witnessing  moral  decadence 
in  the  Western  World.  We  have  abolished 
hanging,  virtually  legalized  abortion,  and 
now  Parliament  proposes  to  decriminalize 
marijuana.  In  a  country  so  large,  rich,  and 
young  as  Canada,  we  don't  need  this  homo- 
sexual hoax. 

Some  young  people  may  think  they  are 
homosexual  when  in  fact  they  are  not.  The 
availability  and  acceptance  of  homophiles 
would  attract  them,  subvert  and  violate  this 
normally  sexed  person  who  merely  feels  that 
he  isn't  normal.  This  subversion,  no  less  than 
the  perversion  of  the  young  is  wrong,  its 
unatural,  and  its  criminal. 

The  one  thing  that  can  turn  a  homosexual 
into  a  patient  is  social  rejection  and  disap- 
proval. This  might  mean  a  little  suffering,  but 
pain  is  sometimes  good  because  it  signifies 
disorder  and  disease. 

Persecution,  condemnation,  and 
punishment  may  well  be  wrong  because  ac- 
cording to  many  experts  homosexuality  is  an 
absolutely  involuntary  disorder.  Their  basic 
sickness  is  one  misdirected  towards  the  same 
sex.  I  don't  believe  that  anyone  chooses  to 
become  a  homosexual.  This  much  tooted 
"sexual  preference"  is  a  lot  of  bunk.  Selling 
their  condition  as  if  it  were  virtue;  acting  it 
out;  prancing  and  wiggling,  and  sometimes 
dressing  in  ef  feminite  garb;  smelling  like 
polecats;  these  are  not  involuntary  acts. 
These  are  sick,  volitional  despicable  actions. 

If  society  is  to  allow  and  promote  homo- 
sexuality, then  why  not  other  acts?  Why  not 
condone  murder,  assault  and  rape?  These 
people  are  sick  in  the  head  too.  We  could 
soon  classify  this  as  the  ultimate  in  perversion 
because  many  of  these  people  are  psycho- 
paths. Some  of  the  most  vicious  murders  are 
committed  in  the  homosexual  sub-culture. 
We  had  seven  in  Metro;  last  year.  Not  dif- 
ficult to  comprehend  however,  especially 
when  you  realize  that  murder  is  the  ultimate 
in  perversion. 

The  real  sin,  the  real  sickness  lies  in  the 
acceptance  of  this  type  of  abnormal 
behavior. 

It  is  time  we  became  concerned  about  the 
erosion  of  moral  principles  in  this  country. 
Today  so  many  of  us  are  adrift  in  a  sea  of 
moral  confusion.  It  is  time  we  showed  a  little 
reverence  for  God,  and  stopped  glorifying  the 
"virtues"  of  sick  homosexuals. D 
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Tempest  in  a 


Bishops  OK  ordaining  of  homosexuals.. .sort  of 


TORONTO  —  A  storm  of  controversy 
erupted  across  the  country  over  the  deci- 
sion by  The  House  of  Bishops  of  the 
Anglican  Church  of  Canada  to  ordain 
"admitted  homosexuals"  to  Holy 
Orders.  Ordination  does,  however,  de- 
pend upon  agreement  by  the  candidate 
to  abstain  from  homosexual  sex. 

The  story  broke  on  the  front  page  of 
the  March  issue  of  The  Canadian 
Churchman,  the  national  newspaper  of 
the  Anglican  Church.  The  bishops  said, 
"We  will  not  call  in  question  the  ordin- 
ation of  a  person  who  has  shared  with 
the  sishop  his  or  her  homosexual  orient- 
ation if  there  has  been  a  commitment  to 
the  bishop  to  abstain  from  sexual  acts 
with  persons  of  the  same  sex  as  part  of 
the  requirement  for  ordination." 

The  bishops'  statement  was  seen, 
from  all  sides,  as  being  largely  unsatis- 
factory. An  editorial  in  the  same  issue  of 
The  Churchman,  entitled  "A  double 
standard,"  acknowledges  the  statement 
as  a  move  forward  in  that  at  least  some- 
thing is  being  said,  flnaily,  about  what 
has  been  an  ignored  issue.  However,  the 
editorial  criticizes  the  bishops  for  setting 
\sp  double  standards  —  between  the 
homosexual  and  heterosexual  whose  or- 
dination is  not  dependent  upon  a  pro- 
mise of  abstinence  —  and  between  the 
church  and  society  in  light  of  the  stand 
for  full  and  equal  protection  of  the  civil 
rights  of  gays  taken  by  the  bishops  in 
1978.  The  editorial  closed  by  pointing 
out  that  the  statement  "does  nothing 
substantial  to  erase  the  mistrust, 
alienation  and  fear  that  is  a  constant 
companion  to  every  homosexual  person 
in  church." 

The  straight  press  picked  up  the  story 
and  began  to  have  a  field  day  with  it. 
"Anglicans  to  ordain  homosexual 
priests"  trumpeted  the  front  page  head- 
line in  the  February  24  Toronto  Star. 
The  Toronto  Sun  editorialized  about 
"Anglican  lunacy,"  and  printed  an  of- 
fensive cartoon  about  priests  and 
"brotherly  love"  (get  it?)  Hate-filled  let- 
ICTS  from  loving  Christians  began  to 
appear  in  the  newspapers.  Baptist  minis- 
to-s  spoke  darkly  of  Anglicans  "dressing 
the  devil  in  a  cassock . ' ' 

Lewis  Garnsworthy,  Bishop  of  Toron- 
to, had  a  pastoral  letter  read  to  all  con- 
gregations in  his  diocese  March  4  in 
which  he  emphasized  that  "the  Bishops 
of  the  Church  have  said  clearly  that  sex- 
ual relations  outside  marriage  are  not 
permissible  for  all  Christian  people.... 
and  1  want  to  say  to  all  our  people  in  this 
diocese  that  we  are  not  condoning 
homosexual  activity,  nor  are  we  accept- 
ing it  as  a  normal  alternate  life  style  for 
cither  clergy  or  laity."  Bishop  Garns- 
worthy's  well  publicized  statement 
seemed  to  calm  things  down  consider- 
ably among  his  straight  parishioners. 
However,  A  Wilson-Hyde,  convenor  for 
Integrity,  an  organization  for  gay  Angli- 
cans, published  "An  Open  Letter  to  the 
Bishop  of  Toronto."  After  a  few 
conciliatory  paragraphs,  Wilson-Hyde's 
letter  castigated  the  House  of  Bishop's 
position.  "We  deplore  the  unilateral  ap- 


proach of  the  House  of  Bishops  to  the 
subject  of  homosexuality.  Surely  in  this 
literate  age,  the  parish  priests  and  laity 
should  share  in  such  a  study,  before 
final  decisions  are  arrived  at.  We,  as  gay 
members  of  the  church,  feel  that  we 
have  a  contribution  to  make  to  a  proper 
dialogue  on  the  matter,  and  we  wish  to 
make  it,  and  we  will  make  it." 

There  may  be  some  truth  in 
Archbishop  Scott's  contention  that  the 
statement  helps  to  bring  an  existing 
practice  into  the  open,  and  may  lead  to 
deeper  understanding  and  discussion. 
However,  Bishop  Gamsworthy's  pastor- 
al letter  probably  comes  closest  to  the 
reality  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
church:  "I  (the  Bishop  of  Toronto)  want 
to  emphasize  that  these  guidelines  have 
produced  no  change  in  any  way  from  the 
traditional  practice  of  the  chiu-ch  over 
the  centuries  when  dealing  with  the  dis- 
ciplines of  the  clergy." 

For  most  gay  people,  the  situation 
might  best  be  summed  up  in  a  statement 
from  one  disgruntled  Anglican:  "The 
whole  thing's  just  been  a  media-miracle 
of  the  loaves  and  red  herrings." 

Alan  McLean  D 

STDP  us  if  you've 
heard  this  one... 

MONTREAL  —  A  "counselling  ser- 
vice" with  a  new  twist  has  recently  been 
established  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
the  Montreal  region.  But  the  goal  of  this 
American-based  organization  is  to  put 
gays  back  "on  the  right  track." 

STOP  (Sauvez  Tous  Les  Opprimfe  du 
Peuple  —  Save  All  The  Oppressed 
Peoples)  describes  itself  as  a  Christian 
counselling  service  dedicated  to  helping 
men  and  women  who  have  decided  to 
"leave  the  homosexual  lifestyle." 

The  group  views  homosexuality  as  a 
sin  condemned  by  the  "Holy  Scrip- 
tures." STOP  demands  ob«lience  and 
total  confidence  in  the  "Word  of  God" 
in  order  to  begin  the  "necessary  cure  to 
rid  homosexuals  of  their  homosex- 
uality." 

The  Montreal  organization  is  an 
agency  of  Exodus  International,  a  group 
in  Minnesota  which  professes  to 
"convert  homosexuals  and  lesbians." 

STOP  is  the  brainchild  of  Rev  Francis 
Cormier,  a  former  transsexual,  a  re- 
formed homosexual,  and  a  graduate  of 
the  Ontario  Bible  College.  Cormier  has 
written  a  book  called  The  Boy  Who 
Wanted  to  be  a  Nun,  and  presently  lives 
in  a  Montreal  building  formerly  inhabi- 
ted by  an  order  of  Roman  Catholic 
nuns. 

On  February  24  STOP  held  a  one-day 
conference  which  included  presentations 
and  "testimonies"  from." gays  gone 
straight." 

Readers  who  wish  to  protest  against 
STOP  can  write  or  phone:  STOP,  CP 
121,  Succ  Beaubien,  Montrdal,  Quibec 
H2G3C8.  (514)272-7255. 

Sluart  Riinciia 


Sbady  past?  A  little  more  than  a  year  before  the  federal  eleaion  was  called,  NDP 
chief  Ed  Broadbent  signed  the  national  petition  for  gay  rights  at  the  invitation  of 
Harold  Desmarais  (centre)  of  Windsor.  But  now  that  the  heat's  on,  he  seems  not  to 
want  anybody  to  know. 

Campaign  trail  well  trodden 


TORONTO  —  When  Prime  Minister 
Trudeau  announced  a  federal  election 
for  May  22,  no  one  was  surprised.  The 
major  parties  have  been  oiling  their 
election  machines  in  anticipation  for  al- 
most a  year.  The  issues  appear  to  be  the 
perennial  ones:  national  unity, 
unemployment,  inflation  and  general 
dissatisfaction  with  Trudeau's  economic 
pdicies. 

So  far,  however,  the  campaign  has 
been  a  sluggish  one.  The  media  have 
shown  a  notable  lack  of  enthusiasm  for 
the  leaders  of  the  two  major  parties.  As 
cme  newspaper  headline  put  it,  it's 
"Trudeau-phobia  v  Joe  Klutz."  NDP 
leader  Ed  Broadbent  sticks  to  issues  and 
given  the  alternatives,  occasionally 
makes  news  doing  it.  „ 

But  what's  in  this  election  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  across  the  country?  At  the 
moment,  it's  too  early  to  determine 
whether  gay  rights  will  become  an  issue. 
Sources  in  the  three  parties  suggest  elec- 
tion strategists  are  hoping  that  it  won't. 
Gay  rights  and  capital  pimishment  are 
dassified  as  "emotional  issues,"  which 
means  the  strategists  think  people  are 
too  opinionated  about  them  to  change 
their  minds. 

Member  groups  of  the  Canadian 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(CLGRC)  are  going  to  try  anyway,  and 
they  have  an  election  strategy  at  the 
ready.  It  was  given  its  fmal  form  at  the 
National  Conference  in  1978.  The 
cornerstone  of  the  strategy  is  a  Gay 
Rights  Charter  which  sets  forth  the 
major  movement  demands  in  the  areas 
of  sexual  orientation,  the  criminal  code 
and  child  custody.  It  will  be  distributed 
by  groups  in  their  home  ridings  and 
given  as  much  publicity  as  possible. 

The  downtown  Toronto  ridings  of 
Spadina,  Rosedale  and  St  Paul's,  gener- 
ally thought  to  have  the  largest  concen- 
tration of  gays  in  Canada,  will  be  the 
most  likely  battlegrounds  for  discussions 
of  gay  issues.  Ann  Cools,  Liberal  candi- 
date in  Rosedale,  was  recently  seen 
campaigning  in  Buddy's,  a  popular 
downtown  gay  bar.  Rosedale  incum- 
bent, PC  David  Crombie,  appeared  at  an 
all-candidates  meeting  last  fall  and  spoke 
in  favour  of  job  protection  for  gays. 

Joe  Clark  has  taken  a  stand  of  sorts  on 
gay  rights.  It  was  on  the  TV  programme, 
the  Watson  Report,  in  March  1978.  "I 
would  want  to  have  discrimination  re- 
moved from  the  law  against  homo- 
sexuals." Pressed  on  the  issue  of  gay 
teachers,  he  added,  "I  would 


support... taking  that... limiting... pro- 
hibiting if  we  can  discriminate  against 
them.  I  say  by  and  large,  because  I 
haven't  looked  at  the  whole  question." 
The  Trudeau  government  changed  the 
Immigration  Act  to  remove  gays  as  a 
prohibited  class,  but  it  has  repeatedly  re- 
fused to  include  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Federal  Human  Rights  Act  despite  calls 
from  Chief  Commissioner  Gordon  Fair- 
weather  to  do  so. 

The  NDP  is  the  only  party  with  a 
dearly  defined  policy  on  gay  rights, 
adopted  at  a  convention  in  July  1977. 
But  a  recent  incident  suggests  the  party 
^H)uld  rather  keep  this  policy  imder 
wraps.  Ed  Broadbent  is  reported  to  have 
backed  down  on  making  an  official 
statement  on  gay  rights.  In  addition,  his 
disapproval  was  enough  to  kill  an  of- 
fidal  party  pamphlet  from  the  NDP  Gay 
Caucus,  to  have  been  distributed  to  all 
ridings  across  Ontario  and  possibly  the 
country.  It  will  now  be  a  "special  inter- 
est" one-page  sheet  setting  out  party 
policy  and  will  be  distributed  upon  re- 
quest in  the  three  downtown  Toronto 
ridings. 

Adds  NDP  Gay  Caucus  spokesperson 
John  Argue,  "One  positive  aaion  —  a 
first  for  any  party  —  is  the  decision 
to  send  a  one-page  memo  from  the 
Gay  Caucus  to  all  campaign  mana- 
gers in  Ontario  giving  tips  on  how  to 
deal  with  gay  issues  when  they  come  up. 
It  shows  that  the  party  takes  the  caucus 
seriously." 

The  only  piece  of  overt  homophobia 
to  surface  in  campaign  literature  so  far 
comes  from  the  predominantly  Italian 
immigrant  riding  of  Davenport  in 
Toronto.  A  large  pamphlet  from  PC 
hopeful  Lilliana  Edwards  presents  her  as 
a  person  to  provide  "moral  leadership." 
It  says:  "Trudeau's  policies  on  homo- 
sexuality promoted  the  exploitation  of 
human  sexual  misery.  Ten  years  ago  this 
wasn't  an  issue,  now  it  can't  be  avoid- 
ed." The  brochure  goes  on  to  talk  about 
the  evils  of  disrupted  family  life,  abor- 
tion and  a  permissive  society, 
abortion  and  a  permissive  society. 

TBP  spent  a  couple  of  days  on  the 
tdcphonc  trying  to  get  a  sense  of  how 
local  riding  offices  are  dealing  with  gay- 
rdated  questions.  Few  workers  or 
campaign  managers  could  articulate  any 
policies  at  all  and  most  seemed  merely 
confused  by  the  questions.  A  woman  in 
the  Rosedale  PC  office  did  offer  to  pro- 
vide a  sign  for  the  front  lawn.  We  de- 
dined  the  offer.  D 
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There's  a  new  pariour  game  in  Regina. 

It's  caUed  ''Who's  the  homo?" 

In  the  provincial  cabinet,  that  is. 

How  to  l)ecome  "Newsmaiier  of  the  Month." 


Georgian  Bay  gays  to  stay: 
organizing  in  small-town  Ontario 


Collingwood  is  a  small  Ontario  town 
near  Georgian  Bay  that  attracts  skiers  to 
its  modest  slopes  in  winter,  and  makes  a 
bid  for  outdoorsy  tourist  types  in 
summer,  and  has  a  nice,  clean  image, 
and  expects  that  its  homosexual  citizens 
and  other  unpleasant  types  will  have  the 
good  sense  to  head  for  Toronto,  the  city 
on  the  plain  about  240  km  to  the  south. 

It  was  an  expectation  that  had  rarely 
been  challenged. 

On  March  7,  a  display  ad  appeared  in 
both  the  town  weeklies  —  the 
Cdlingwood  Times  and  the  Enterprise- 
Bulletin  —  that  served  notice  that  a 
hitherto  big-city  vice  had  settled  in  and 
was  doing  very  well,  thank  you.  The  ads 
announced  the  opening  of  the  "Gay 
Information  Centre,"  a  new  organi- 
zation with  all  the  solidity  of  a  post 
office  box  and  telephone  number.  Short- 
ly thereafter,  ads  appeared  in  the  Owen 
Sound  Sun-Times,  the  Midland  Free 
Press,  the  Orillia  Packet  and  Times,  the 
Barrie  Examiner  and  the  Stayner  Sun.  It 
was  spreading. 


diaries  LaFrcnie;  founder  of  gay  centre 


The  ads,  and  the  centre,  were  the 
work  of  Charles  LaFrenie,  a  25-year-old 
native  of  Colhngwood,  and  his  18-year- 
oid  friend,  Greg  Rogers.  They,  and  a 
few  others,  had  been  planning  the  centre 
for  some  months  in  an  attempt  to  give  a 
focus  for  gay  life  in  the  Collingwood 
region,  and  to  provide  accurate  informa- 
tion on  homosexuaUty  to  those  who 
mi^t  want  it  —  gay  or  straight.  No  one 
suspected  that  on  March  21 ,  LaFrenie 
would  be  handed  his  notice  by  the 
manager  of  the  Highwayman  Inn,  a 
local  hotel  where  he  had  worked  as  a 
waiter  for  about  six  months. 

He  claims  he  was  laid  off  because  he's 
gay.  Manager  Tim  Fallon  told  TBP  that 
LaFtvnie's  homosexuality  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  that  the  layoff  was  simply 
part  of  a  seasonal  pattern  which  meant 
the  hotel  had  very  few  customers  once 
the  ski  season  had  ended.  LaFrenie. 


however,  was  laid  off  before  other 
workers  with  less  seniority,  and  had 
been  told  ten  days  earlier  by  assistant 
manager  Ron  Thompson  that  he  could 
no  longer  use  the  pool,  the  tennis  courts 
or  get  free  meals  as  the  employees 
routinely  did.  He  was  told  not  to  use  the 
word  "gay"  anywhere  in  the  hotel. 

LaFrenie  took  his  complaint  to  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission, 
but  was  told  there  was  nothing  that 
could  be  done. 

LaFrenie's  troubles  began  after  the 
local  media  descended  on  him  for  inter- 
views about  the  centre.  It  was  the  noto- 
riety, he  feels,  rather  than  the  mere  fact 
of  his  being  gay,  which  led  to  his  dis- 
missal. "Organizing  is  what  freaks  them 
out,"  he  said.  "They  knew  I  was  gay  be- 
fore and  it  didn't  make  any  difference." 

At  one  point,  a  local  minister  and  the 
head  of  the  Masons  asked  town  council 
to  ban  the  group,  but  were  told  there 
was  nothing  illegal  about  it. 

LaFrenie  is  now  Uving  on  unemploy- 
ment insurance,  but  the  group  he  began 
has  taken  off,  thanks  partly  to  its  own 
advertising  and  partly  to  the  publicity 
around  LaFrenie's  dismissal.  The  group 
has  about  thirty  people  on  its  mailing  list, 
and  makes  an  average  of  three  contacts  a 
day  with  other  gay  people,  some  of  them 
in  villages  so  small  they  don't  have  a 
main  street. 

They  mix  the  social  and  the  poUtical 
—  meetings  are  in  fact  called  "parties," 
take  place  at  individuals'  homes  and  the 
rules  are  strict:  "No  minors,  no  drugs, 
no  drunks  and  no  pick-ups."  Organizing 
in  rural  Ontario  is  no  picnic,  and 
LaFrenie  isn't  taking  any  chances. 

It's  a  new  group.  The  first  handout 
the  centre  produced  was  called  FACTS, 
but  it  contained  some  glaring  factual 
errors.  Example:  "You  have  rights 
under  the  law.  You  cannot  be  dismissed 
from  your  job  because  you  are  gay." 
Since  LaFrenie's  experience,  the  hand- 
outs have  been  appropriately  amended. 

It's  learning  by  doing,  and  the  new 
group  has  already  received  assistance 
from  Brent  Hawkes  of  the  MCC,  and 
from  the  CoaUtion  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Rights  in  Ontario.  "I'm  not  scared," 
says  LaFrenie.  "Nervous,  yes,  but  I'm 
really  confident.  It's  not  an  iUegal 
centre,  and  we're  staying  put." 

The  group  can  be  contacted  at  PO 
Box  310,  Collingwood,  Ontario;  or  at 
(705)  445-8506.  D 

Delegates  question 
role  of  conference 

TORONTO  —  About  75  men  and  half  a 
dozen  women  attended  the  annual  con- 
ference of  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario  (CGRO)  over  the  Easter 
weekend.  By  the  end  of  the  three-day 
affair,  most  delegates  were  questioning 
the  value  of  such  conferences.  Except 
for  the  election  of  a  new  executive 
committee,  and  some  proposals  for 
nxxlifying  the  constitution,  little  of  any 
real  importance  appeared  to  have  been 


accomplished. 

The  only  contentious  issue  seemed  to 
be  the  old  problem  of  lesbian  partici- 
pation. A  proposal  by  Peg  McCuaig  of 
Guelph  Gay  Equality  that  would  have 
banned  lesbians  from  the  organization 
until  1981  led  to  an  angry  exchange  be- 
tween delegates.  No  votes  were  cast  in 
favour  of  the  proposal,  and  McCuaig 
indicated  later  that  she  had  counted  on 
its  defeat.  "I  thought  this  would  per- 
suade more  lesbians  that  CGRO  was 
serious  about  wanting  them  to  get 
involved,"  she  said.  The  tactic  was  at- 
tacked as  "manipulative"  by  other  les- 
bian delegates. 

The  conference  provided  workshops 
on  human  rights,  education,  and  police 
harassment.  Ms  Pat  Shinton,  activist  in 
the  handicapped  community, 
emphasized  the  importance  of  joining 
fOTces  with  other  minorities  to  force 
changes  in  the  Human  Rights  Code. 

Pat  Bond,  a  lesbian  comedian  from 
San  Francisco,  gave  two  performances 
over  the  conference  weekend.  Unfortun- 
ately, poor  advance  publicity  meant  that 
audiences  for  both  performances  were 
small. 

The  conference  was  hosted  by  the 
NfctropoUtan  Community  Church  of 
Toronto. 

Tom  WamerD 

Fags  In  the  cabinet? 

REGINA  —  The  opposition  party  lead- 
er demanded  February  27  that  Premier 
Allan  Blakeney  investigate  and  reveal 
the  presence  of  homosexuals  in  his  NDP 
cabinet. 


^;H^](l).^M^;U;l 


The  furor  over  gays  in  the  legislature 
resulted  from  a  CKOM  radio  interview 
last  FeBruary  with  Brian  Currie,  presi- 
dent of  Saskatoon's  Gay  Community 
Centre.  In  response  to  a  question,  Currie 
stated  on  the  program  that  undoubtedly 
there  were  homosexual  members  in  the 
l^slature,  including  the  NDP  cabinet. 

The  comment  was  headlined  by  the 
press  and  shortly  thereafter  Richard 
Cdlver,  leader  of  the  Conservative  op- 
position, rose  in  the  legislature  to  reply 
to  the  speech  from  the  throne.  Lacking 
any  issue  of  substance,  CoUver  called  in- 
stead for  a  higher  moral  tone  in  the 
province,  citing  allegations  that  Blake- 
ney's  cabinet  contained  homosexuals. 
Cc^ver  went  on  to  demand  that  the 
Premier  investigate  and  have  any  cabinet 
minister  admit  to  his  sexual  orientation. 

Blakeney  was  quick  to  reply  to  the 
"contemptible"  charges,  denying  the 
presence  of  any  homosexuals  in  the 
cabinet.  The  Premier  went  so  far  as  to 
threaten  to  sue  Collver  for  slander  if  the 
allegations  were  made  outside  of  the 
l^slature. 

Capitalizing  on  what  the  Regina 
Leader  Post  dubbed  "the  non-issue," 
Attorney  General  Romanow  claimed 
that  the  controversy  might  deter  the 
passage  of  the  entire  human  rights  pack- 
age to  be  introduced  this  session.  Accor- 
ding to  Romanow  the  inclusion  of  sexual 
(xientation  would  now  be  more  difficult 
because  the  Government  might  be  ac- 
cused of  trying  to  protect  a  gay  cabinet 
minister. 

Brian  Currie,  meanwhile,  has  been 
awarded  the  Saskatchewan  Press  Club's 
"Newsmaker  of  the  Month"  award.  D 


How  do  you  organize  and  provide  social 
support  for  gay  people  in  smaller  centres 
in  Canada?  And  how  do  you  report  and 
analyse  events  that  don 't  quite  qualify  ai 
"hard  news, "  but  are  important  to  the 
community  they  occur  in?  What  if  the 
community  doesn  't  even  define  itself  as 
one?  The  following  report  comes  from 
four  people  in  Fredericton,  New 
Brunswick  who  are  wrestling  with  prob- 
lems like  these.  For  the  present  they'd 
like  to  be  known  simply  as  "The  group 
without  a  name  in  Fredericton. " 
Anyone  wishing  to  make  contact  with 
them  can  write  to  the  group  care  of  The 
Body  Politic.  We  'II  forward  all 
correspondence: 

FY«dericton  is  an  extremely  conservative 
Loyalist  town.  Losing  one's  job,  friends 
and  family,  not  to  mention  being 
attacked  on  the  street,  are  real  threats  to 
gay  people.  It  means  that  no  organized 
gay  or  lesbian  movement  exists  here  yet. 

Gay  Friends  of  Fredericton,  an  early 
attempt  at  organization,  is  totally  non- 
functional; it  doesn't  answer  inquiries 
from  women  and  has  done  nothing, 
either  socially  or  politically,  to  bring 
gays  together.  Despite  this,  a  few  of  us 
are  getting  together  informally  and  try  to 
keep  up  with  current  affairs  in  the 
movement. 

Two  of  us  acted  as  candidate  and 
campaign  manager  for  the  NDP  in  last 
October's  provincial  election.  We  tried 
to  include  support  for  lesbian  rights  in 


our  campaign  material,  but  this  was 
sabotaged  by  a  party  official  who  edited 
it  out.  The  University  of  New  Brunswick 
NDP  Club  put  forth  a  resolution  to  the 
NDP  convention  at  the  end  of  March 
caUing  for  the  inclusion  of  a  sexual 
orientation  clause  in  the  New  Brunswick 
Human  Rights  Code.  There  was  a 
celebration  of  International  Women's 
Day  in  Fredericton  for  the  first  time  this 
year,  and  we  were  active  in  building  that 
event.  In  late  March,  three  of  us  also 
gave  a  gay  /  lesbian  poetry  reading. 

In  February,  we  spoke  to  a  University 
of  New  Brunswick  sociology  class  on  gay 
and  lesbian  liberation.  The  reception 
was  good  and  we  felt  that  the  students' 
questions  were  intelligent  and  showed  a 
genuine  concern.  When  one  man  yelled 
out  a  slander  as  he  left  the  lecture  hall, 
he  was  booed  by  the  rest  of  the  class. 

At  the  next  class  some  students  quoted 
extensively  from  their  bibles.  There  is  a 
strong  fundamentalist  Christian 
conununity  in  NewBrunswick.  Renais- 
sance Canada  is  very  active,  although 
their  actions  are  not  directed  against 
gays  at  this  time.  Significantly,  the  other 
students  did  not  try  to  argue  against  the 
Christian  fundamentaUsts. 

The  colleagues  of  the  professor  who 
invited  us  apparently  thought  young  stu- 
dents —  this  was  a  university  class,  re- 
member! —  should  not  be  faced  with 
real  live  gay  people  because  it  would  be 
too  "heavy"  for  them. 
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Bigotry  keeps 
QO  homeless 

OTTAWA  —  Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO) 
have  been  frustrated  by  anti-gay  bigotry 
in  their  search  for  a  new  centre.  The 
organization  has  been  looking  for  new 
accomodations  since  its  offices  were  des- 
troyed by  fire  in  February. 

Working  through  a  rental  agent,  GO 
had  made  an  oral  offer  for  premises 
above  Yesterday's,  a  restaurant  in 
downtown  Ottawa.  But  one  of  the 
owners  of  the  building,  Mr  Stan  Ages, 
told  the  rental  agent  he  would  not  rent  to 
GO  "for  business  reasons." 

GO  tried  to  contact  Ages  for  clari- 
fication, but  he  refused  to  return  their 
phone  calls.  After  their  second  attempt 
to  reach  him.  Ages  called  the  rental 
agent  and  told  him  to  relay  a  message  to 
GO:  stop  calling.  He  wasn't  interested  in 
discussing  the  matter,  he  said. 

Gays  of  Ottawa  filed  a  complaint  with 
the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission. 
The  OHRC  is  powerless  to  act,  since 
sexual  orientation  is  not  included  in  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  but  GO 
fdt  it  was  nevertheless  important  to  of- 
6dally  document  cases  of  discrimination. 

In  another  instance,  a  landlord  was 
careful  not  to  say  or  do  anything  that 
would  make  it  look  like  he  was  dis- 
criminating, but  he  always  managed  to 
find  something  in  the  offer  to  rent  that 
wasn't  acceptable  to  him  —  the  length 
of  the  lease,  the  rental  cost,  access 
during  evenings,  etc.  Because  of  these 
problems,  GO  is  still  searching  for  its 
new  centre. 

In  other  developments,  two  members 
of  Gays  of  Ottawa,  Serge  Gauthier  and 
Nfichel  Lavigne,  managed  to  retrieve 
most  of  the  group's  files  from  the 
ravaged  centre.  It  was  thought  the  files 
had  been  destroyed  (TBP  March/ April 
1979),  but  because  they  had  been  packed 
so  tightly  in  the  metal  filing  cabinets, 
they  managed  to  survive  the  fiames. 
Gauthier  and  Lavigne,  at  considerable 
risk  to  their  own  safety,  entered  what  re- 
mained of  the  building  and  managed  to 
get  the  files  out. 

GO  had  asked  groups  from  across  the 
country  to  help  rebuild  its  files.  John 
Duggan,  President  of  GO,  says  all  that  is 
needed  now  are  copies  of  any  corres- 
pondence sent  to  GO  or  CLGRC  since 
September  1978,  since  much  of  this 
material  had  not  been  filed  away  juid    • 
was  therefore  destroyed  in  the  fire. 

David  GarmaiseD 

Postering  appeal 
refused  hearing 

TORONTO  —  Ontario's  highest  court, 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  refused  permission 
March  9  to  Toronto  gay  activists  Bob 
Schisler  and  David  Foreman  to  appeal 
against  their  conviction  and  sentence  for 
wilful  damage. 

The  two  members  of  Toronto's  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  were  arrested 
in  July  1977  while  putting  up  posters  for 
a  gay  march  and  a  GATE  dance. 
Questioned  as  to  the  reason  for  the 
arrest,  the  olficcr  stated  that  the  pair 
had  committed  the  offence  of  "unlawful 
postering."  Schisler  and  Foreman  subse- 


quently discovered  that  no  such  offence 
easts. 

At  Toronto's  52  Division  police 
station,  the  two  were  stripped  nude 
while  police  officers  made  remarks 
about  their  sexual  organs  and  habits  and 
searched  through  the  Criminal  Code  for 
an  offence  with  which  to  charge  them. 
After  half  an  hour  of  looking,  the  police 
decided  to  charge  them  with  wilful 
damage  to  public  propery  (a  mailbox 
CTito  which  one  of  the  posters  was  af- 
fixed). 

At  trial,  His  Honour  Judge  Robert 
Dnieper  stated  that  the  outdoors  was  the 
public's  living  room,  and  that  since  one 
would  be  offended  if  a  poster  was 
attached  to  one's  coffee  table,  by  the 
same  token  the  proliferation  of  posters 
in  public  places  was  equally  offensive. 
Dnieper  threatened  to  impose  a  "sub- 
stantial jail  term"  on  the  two  activists, 
but  finally  sentenced  them  to  seven  days 
in  jail  and  a  $300  fine  each. 

A  jail  term  for  a  summary  conviction 
offence  where  the  offender  has  no  prior 
criminal  record  is  almost  unheard  of, 
and  is  generally  felt  to  be  contrary  to  the 
sentencing  policy  of  the  Ontario  Court 
of  Appeal.  Dnieper  refused  to  allow  the 
sentence  to  be  served  on  weekends,  say- 
ing the  two  could  spend  their  time  in  jail 
studying. 


Schisler  and  Foreman  were  released 
from  custody  pending  appeal,  and  on 
May  10,  1978,  County  Court  Judge 
Roger  Conant  reduced  the  penalty  to  a 
$100  fine  each,  with  no  jail  term,  but  up- 
held the  convictions  ruling  that  mere  de- 
facement of  a  mailbox  constituted  wilful 
damage,  even  though  there  was  no  evi- 
dence the  mailbox  had  actually  been 
damaged  by  the  postering. 

Schisler  and  Foreman  decided  to  seek 
leave  to  appeal  against  both  conviction 
and  sentence,  because  of  the  possible 
consequences  of  a  criminal  record. 
However,  on  March  9,  1979,  a  three- 
man  panel  of  the  Ontario  Court  of 
Appeal  ruled  that  the  County  Court 
Judge  was  correct  in  his  ruling  as  to 
wilful  damage,  and  also  noted  that  since 
no  question  of  law  was  involved  in  the 
appeal  as  to  sentence,  application  for 
permission  to  appeal  was  refused. 

Schisler  and  Foreman  expressed  anger 
and  disappointment  at  the  refusal  or  in- 
abiHty  of  the  court  system  to  deal  with 
the  obvious  police  harassment  aspect  of 
their  case. 

The  court's  refusal  toliear  the  appeal 
has  opened  the  way  for  police  to  harass 
posterers  with  a  criminal  charge  carrying 
a  maximum  penalty  of  six  months'  im- 
prisonment and  a  $500  fine. 


—PaulTroUopeD 


Heads  will  roll  department.  During 
recent  months  the  federal  bureaucracy 
has  been  placing  the  above  ad  in 
various  newspapers  across  the  country. 

An  informed  source  says  that  Ottawa 
will  soon  receive  the  Most-Uninten- 
tional-Puff Trophy,  which  was  last 
awarded  to  Proctor  and  Gamble  when 
someone  discovered  that  the  model  on 
the  Ivory  Snow  boxes  (99  and  44  one 
hundredths  per  cent  pure)  was  Linda 
Lovelace. 

The  report,  like  Ms  Lovelace,  has  not 
yet  been  confirmed. 


Rights  commission  enforces  settlements  for  gays 


MONTREAL  —  Over  30  complaints  of 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  have  been  lodged  with  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Commission 
siiKe  the  adoption  of  Bill  88  in  Decem- 
ber 1977. 

Yves  C6t6,  director  of  the  Commis- 
sion's educational  services,  made  that 
statement  at  a  conference  March  1 
organized  by  the  Association  pour  les 
droits  des  gai(e)s  du  Quebec  (ADGQ). 
The  conference  was  organized  to  review 
the  impact  of  the  precedent-setting  gay 
rights  legislation. 

Mr  C6t6  went  on  to  state  that  because 
the  adjudication  procedure  is  very  long, 
many  cases  were  still  outstanding.  He 
dted  the  following  as  examples  of  com- 
plaints successfully  resolved  by  the 
Commission: 

•In  two  separate  cases,  teachers  in  pri- 
vate colleges  were  fired  because  of  their 
sexual  orientation.  Monetary  settle- 
ments were  made  which  were  satisfac- 
tory to  the  individuals  —  $3,000  in  one 
case  and  $4,000  in  the  second. 


•In  a  third  case,  a  hospital  worker  was 
fired  because  of  his  homosexuality. 
Once  again,  a  financial  agreement  was 
reached  —  $10,000,  a  sum  equivalent  to 
his  salary  to  the  termination  of  his 
ccHitract. 

However,  not  all  decisions  rendered 
by  the  Commission  have  been  favour- 
able to  gays,  as  Marcel  Pleau,  spokes- 
person for  ADGQ,  pointed  out  in  his 
address.  The  Commission  has  refused  to 
support  ADGQ  in  a  case  of  discrimina- 
tion by  the  Montreal  Catholic  School 
Commission. 

Last  spring  the  school  commission 
had  refused  to  rent  meeting  space  to  the 
gay  organization.  Despite  a  report  from 
its  own  investigators  supporting  the 
complaint,  the  Commissioners  decided 
to  reject  it.  They  invoked  article  20  of 
the  province's  Human  Rights  Charter 
which  permits  discrimination  when 
"justified  by  the  charitable,  philanthro- 
pic, religious,  political  or  educational 
native"  of  the  institution. 

Pleau  announced  that  ADGQ  plans  to 


serve  an  injunction  on  the  Montreal 
Catholic  School  Commission  to  force 
them  to  stop  their  discriminatory  prac- 
tice, and  to  obtain  a  judicial  interpre- 
tation of  article  20.  He  stated  the  asso- 
ciation was  prepared  to  take  the  case  as 
far  as  the  Supreme  Court  if  necessary. 

Among  the  other  speakers  were 
Madeleine  Caron,  director  of  research 
for  the  Human  Rights  Commission, 
Jeanne  d'Arc  Jutras,  lesbian  author  and 
activist,  and  Claude  Beaulieu,  repres- 
entative of  the  Regroupement  national 
des  lesbiennes  et  gais  du  Quebec 
(RNLGQ),  a  recently  formed  coalition 
of  lesbian  and  gay  organizations. 

ADGQ  has  set  up  a  special  fund  to 
finance  its  long  legal  battle  against  the 
Montreal  Cathohc  School  Commission. 
Contributions  to  this  fund  may  be  made 
by  sending  your  cheque  to  ADGQ,  CP 
36,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  Quibec.  clearly 
indicating  it  is  for  the  ADGQ  legal 
defence. 

Ron  DaynuuiD 


Yvei  CAti,  Human  Rights  Commission  Director  (left),  participates  in  conference  with  Madeleine  Caron,  moderator  Serge 
Desmarais,  lesbian  author  Jeanne  d'Arc  Jutras,  and  RNLGQ  representative  Claude  Beaulieu. 
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'^I  don't  like  having  my  picture  taken." 

Sgt  Jennings  serves  'em  and  leaves  'em,  no  doubt 

relieved  there  were  no  boxes  to  carry  this  time. 


McMuitiy  appeals  TBP  acquittal, 
refuses  to  return  seized  material 


On  Tuesday,  March  6,  Ed  Jackson  was 
doing  research  at  the  law  library  at  the 
University  of  Toronto.  Gerald  Hannon 
was  vacationing  in  New  York,  and  people 
were  kind  enough  not  to  call  and  tell. 
Ken  Popert  had  quietly  left  his  office  at 
Content  magazine  and  was  pacing  the 
neighbourhood  streets.  He  knew  he  was 
being  looked  for,  and  for  a  few  short 
hours  he  wanted  to  be  alone.  The  next 
day,  he  noted,  would  have  marked  three 
weeks  since  Provincial  Court  Judge  Syd- 
ney Harris  had  found  him,  Hannon  and 
Jackson  not  guilty  of  using  the  mails  to 
transmit  immoral,  indecent,  or  sciuril- 
ous  material.  But  that  day,  March  6,  at 
12:30  PM,  an  urgent  call  from  defence 
lawyer  Clayton  Ruby  revealed  that  Sgt 
\fike  Jennings  was  on  his  way  to  TBP's 
office.  Jeimings  was  carrying  some 
papers  in  his  briefcase.  They  read, 
"Notice  of  Appeal  —  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  vs  Pink  Triangle  Press." 

What  had  looked  like  the  end  had  ob- 
viously become  only  the  beginning,  and 
it  soon  became  clear  that  the  appeal  was 
not  simply  an  attempt  on  the  Attorney 
General's  part  to  pacify  a  right-wing  dis- 
gruntled by  the  TBP  acquittal.  The 
Q-own  was  taking  this  very  seriously. 
How  seriously  was  revealed  a  few  weeks 
later:  for  the  first  time  in  Canadian  legal 
history,  the  Attorney  General  was  re- 
fusing to  return  materials  seized  by 
police  from  individuals  who  had  been 
found  innocent  in  a  court  of  law.  So 
ectraordinary  was  that  move  that 
defence  lawyer  Clayton  Ruby  was  uncer- 
tain as  to  how  it  might  be  fought  in  court 
even  if  Pink  Triangle  Press  had  had  the 
resources  to  do  so.  When  an  obviously 
astonished  Ruby  had  asked  the  Attorney 
General's  office  why  this  was  happen- 
ing, an  impatient  official  snapped:  "Be- 
cause we'll  be  using  it  in  the  next  trial." 
If  the  Crown  is  successful  in  persuad- 
ing a  county  court  judge  that  Harris 
erred  in  reaching  a  not  guilty  verdict,  it 
will  ask  the  higher  court  to  do  one  of 
two  things:  either  substitute  a  verdict  of 
guilty  and  pass  sentence,  or  order  a  new 
trial.  According  to  Ruby,  the  courts  are 
far  more  likely  to  do  the  latter.  Indi- 
viduals who  feel  that  this  would  con- 
stitute "double  jeopardy"  have,  as  one 
vwary  TBP  collective  member  put  it, 
"been  watching  too  much  American 
television." 

The  local  gay  community,  elated  by 
the  highly  publicized  TBP  victory  the 
previous  month,  was  quick  to  interpret 
Attorney  General  Roy  McMurtry's 
n»ove  as  "nothing  less  than  political  per- 
secution, however  thinly  it  may  be  dis- 
guised as  legal  prosecution."  A  state- 
ment, signed  by  individuals  from  com- 
munities as  diverse  as  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality,  the  International 
Women's  Day  Committee  and  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
pointed  out  as  well  that  McMurtry  had 
chosen  not  to  lay  charges  against  organi- 
zations and  individuals  who  had 
attempted  to  influence  Harris's 


judgment. 

McMurtry  could  have  predicted  that 
reaction.  During  a  speech  to  a  university 
Progressive  Conservative  Club  shortly 
after  the  verdict,  he  admitted  that  any 
appeal  could  be  seen  as  harassment  by 
the  gay  community.  However,  by  March 
7,  he  was  claiming  during  a  CBC  radio 
interview  tht  it  was  "pively  a  legal 
appeal,"  and  that  the  matter  had  not 
been  discussed  in  cabinet.  He  also  said 
he  was  "saddened"  by  Ruby's  allega- 
tions that  it  was  harassment,  and  that 
"it  was  of  political  advantage  for  the 
government  to  be  seen  doing  this." 
McMurtry  was  asked  on  the  radio  show 
whether  he  didn't  find  it  strange  that  the 
appeal  was  armounced  the  day  before  an 
anti-gay  rally  took  place  at  Queen's 
Park,  but  he  claimed  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  rally,  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  appeal,  and  that  "homosexuality  is 
clearly  not  on  trial." 

For  the  two  dozen  people  who  turned 
up  for  the  anti-gay  demonstration, 
however,  homosexuality  very  definitely 
should  have  been  on  trial.  Calling  them- 
sdves  "Concerned  Citizens  of 
Toronto,"  they  presented  a  petition  to 
Labour  Minister  Robert  Elgie  which 
called  for  the  formation  of  a  body  to 
"oversee  children's  rights."  This  new 
group  would  "exclude  homosexuals  and 
those  who  do  not  consider  homosexual- 
ity to  be  a  psychological  illness." 

The  organizer,  Madeleine  Miller,  told 
the  crowd  they  were  "demonstrating  for 
children's  rights,"  and  claimed  those 
rights  were  being  violated  by  militant 
homosexuals  who  "want  access  to  the 
schools."  There  was  also  a  counter- 
demonstration  of  one  —  gay  archivist 
James  Fraser  appeared  at  the  rally  carry- 
ing a  placard  which  said  "Read  The 
Body  Politic." 

Opposition  to  McMurtry's  decision 
has  also  been  growing  in  the  artistic  and 
journalistic  communities.  Award- 
wiiming  playwright  John  Herbert 
announced  March  9  his  plan  to 
embarrass  the  Ontario  government  into 
dropping  the  appeal.  He  is  contacting 
theatre  producers  around  the  world  who 
have  produced  his  play  Fortune  and 
Men's  Eyes,  and  is  asking  them  to  stage 
benefit  performances  on  behalf  of  the 
Free  the  Press  Fund.  He  hopes  the  pub- 
licity will  put  pressure  on  the  govern- 
ment, and  that  the  scheme  will  help  to 
raise  money  for  the  paper's  defence.  So 
far,  James  Baldwin  in  Paris,  and  Carl 
Menninger  and  David  Rothenberg  in 
New  York  have  expressed  interest. 

As  well,  the  Freedom  of  Expression 
Committee  of  the  Book  and  Periodical 
Development  Council  has  written  to 
McMurtry,  requesting  that  he  drop  the 
appeal. 

Unless  public  pressure  forces  such  an 
outcome.  Pink  Triangle  Press  will  be 
back  in  court  —  probably  by  this  fall, 
and  possibly  taking  the  first  steps  on  a 
road  which  could  lead  it  —  and  gay 
rights  —  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 


Canada. 

It  was  not  a  road  anyone  wanted  to 
take.  The  appeal  announcement  came  as 
a  real  blow  to  an  exhausted  TBP 
collective.  The  government  was  obvious- 
ly about  to  use  its  most  punishingly 
effective  tactic  —  protract  legal  pro- 
ceedings until  defendants  collapse  under 
the  strain  and  expense. 

TBP  is  asking  groups  and  individuals 
to  write  letters  of  protest  to  Attorney 
General  Roy  McMurtry.  The  address:  18 
Hng  St  E,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  1C5. 

In  a  related  development,  the  TBP 
collective  has  decided  to  drop  a  libel  ac- 
tion against  the  Toronto  Star  News- 
papers Ltd.  In  February,  after  the  Star 
printed  a  misleading  news  report  and 
editorial,  TBP  served  a  notice  of  intent 
to  sue  ( TBP.  March  /  April) .  TBP  claims 
that  the  coverage  damaged  its  reputation 
in  the  community  as  well  as  affecting  its 
future  deaUngs  with  govenunental  fund- 
ing agencies. 

Explaining  the  collective's  decision  to 
drop  the  libel  suit,  TSP  of fice-person 
Rick  B^bout  said,  "we'll  have  our  hands 
full  fighting  the  Crown's  appeal  of  our 
recent  acquittal.  To  launch  another  ex- 
pensive and  lengthy  legal  battle  would  be 
inpossible  right  now."n 


Making  the  rules 
as  they  go  along 

The  Body  Politic  trial  made  legal  history 

—  for  the  first  time  in  Canada  a  publica- 
tion had  been  charged  as  "immoral,  in- 
decent or  scurrilous."  A  surprise  move 
by  the  Attorney  General  last  month 
will  likely  guarantee  the  case  a  few  more 
pages  in  the  lawbooks. 

Since  the  verdict  February  14,  defence 
lawyer  Clayton  Ruby  had  been  pestering 
the  police  for  the  return  of  materials 
seized  in  the  raid  December  30,  1977. 
On  April  1 1 ,  he  told  a  stunned  TBP  col- 
lective that  the  word  had  come  down 
from  the  Attorney  General's  office 

—  none  of  it  was  coming  back.  To  his 
knowledge,  nothing  like  this  had 
happened  before  in  Canadian  legal  his- 
tory. The  statutes  were  silent  on  the  mat- 
ter, but  if  TBP  wanted  to  go  to  court. 
Ruby  would  take  it  —  although  he  was 
forced  to  admit  that  it  wasn't  clear  to 
him  what  the  legal  recourse  would  be. 

A  demoralized  collective,  faced  with 
funding  the  appeal  over  the  next  year, 
has  instructed  Ruby  not  to  procede  with 
l^al  actions  aimed  at  forcing  the 
Attorney  General's  office  to  return  the 
seized  materials.  For  the  time  being  at 
least,  the  cops  are  keeping  their  twelve 
boxes. 

In  fact  two  boxes  had  been  returned 
last  fall.  After  keeping  copies  of  The 
Joy  of  Gay  Sex  and  The  Joy  of  Lesbian 
Sex  for  almost  a  year  without  laying 
diarges  concerning  either  of  them,  they 
were  returned  toTBP  along  with  some 
out-of-date  subscription  lists.  But  the 
bulk  of  the  material  the  Crown  claimed 
it  would  introduce  at  the  trial  —  the 
subscription  lists,  the  unpublished  man- 
uscripts, the  private  correspondence,  an 
office  rubber  stamp  —  remain  locked 


in  a  cupboard  at  the  pornography 
squad's  headquarters  on  Lakeshore 
Drive.  Of  that  material,  only  one  copy 
of  the  paper  was  in  fact  introduced  at 
the  trial,  and  none  of  it  can  be  intro- 
duced at  the  appeal  hearing. 

The  Body  Politic  no  longer  needs  any 
of  the  seized  material  —  though  it 
would  be  convenient  to  have  access  to 
some  of  the  corporate  records.  The  issue 
is  now  one  of  principle  —  whether  the 
state  has  the  right  to  keep  materials 
seized  from  people  who  have  been  found 
innocent  in  the  courts.  TBP  was  testing  a 
similar  principle  when  it  fought  the  le- 
gality of  the  search  warrent  all  the  way 
to  the  Supreme  Court  —  and  lost.  That 
the  current  struggle  may  be  a  similarly 
tough  one  is  suggested  by  a  reply  from 
the  Attorney  General's  office.  When 
asked  to  return  copies  of  the  gay  male 
sex  guide  Loving  Man  after  charges 
concerning  the  book  were  drop- 
ped, they  replied:  "We'll  think  about 

it."n 


NOTICE  OF  APPEAL 

BETWEEN: 

HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN 

Appellant 

■and- 

KENNETH  DAVID  POPERT 

EDWARD  ARTHUR  JACKSON 

GERALD  CAMPBELL  HANNON 

PINK  TRIANGLE  PRESS 

Respondents 

The  following  are  the  Grounds  of  Appeal: 

(1)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in  law 
in  holding  that  in  order  to  convict  he  must 
find  that  the  whole  of  the  December  1977- 
January  1978  issue  of  the  Body  Politic  Jour- 
nal was  indecent,  immoral  or  scurrilous 
matter,  and  not  just  a  part  of  it; 

(2)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in  law 
in  applying  the  test  of  community  tolerance; 

(3)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in 
holding  that  "expert  evidence' '  was  of  no  as- 
sistance in  determining  the  "limits  of  com- 
munity tolerance"  and  that  in  the  absence  of 
jxiblic  opinion  surveys  he  was  left  with  no 
real  assistance  in  this  branch  of  the  case; 

(4)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in  law 
in  restricting  the  application  of  Section  164  of 
the  Criminal  Code  to  certain  classes  of 
offenders; 

(5)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in  law 
in  holding  that  in  order  to  come  within  the 
purview  of  Section  164  the  matter  must  be 
capable  of  causing  clear  incitement  to  unlaw- 
ful action; 

(6)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in  law 
in  refusing  to  interpret  the  term  immoral  in 
Section  164  of  the  Criminal  Code; 

(7)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in  law 
in  interpreting  the  terms  indecent  and  scurril- 
ous; 

(8)  That  the  learned  trial  Judge  erred  in 
finding  that  the  publication  in  question  had 
not  been  proven  to  be  indecent  beyond  a  reas- 
onable doubt  in  view  of  his  findings  that  the 
publication  was  shocking  and  offensive  to  the 
community,  and  disgusting,  upsetting,  dis- 
tasteful, sickening,  unsettling,  and  appalling. 

(9)  Such  further  and  other  grounds  as 
Counsel  may  advise  and  as  this  Honourable 
Court  may  permit. 
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They  came  in  like  they  owned  the  place." 
The  RCMP  must  have  run  out  of  barns 
—  now  they're  looking  for  porn. 


Rights  complaint  laid  against 
Attorney  Generars  ministry 


VICTORIA  —  A  complaint  has  been 
filed  with  the  BC  Human  Rights  Branch 
concerning  an  instance  of  job  discrimi- 
nation on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
Bill  Keetch  laid  the  complaint  after  be- 
ing turned  down  for  a  position  with  the 
Nfinistry  of  the  Attorney  General. 

Last  February  8,  Keetch  went  to  the 
Court  Probation  Office  in  Victoria  to 
see  about  employment  as  a  Community 
Sffvice  Officer  (CSO).  The  Community 
Service  Program  is  a  sentencing  option 
used  by  provincial  court  judges  whereby 
first  offenders  are  ordered  to  make 
amends  through  volunteer  work  in  the 
community.  As  a  CSO,  Keetch  previous- 
ly had  coordinated  the  program  for  the 
Kamloops  area.  When  his  lover  was 
transferred  to  Victoria,  Keetch  quit  to 
move  with  him. 

Keetch  was  able  to  get  an  interview  in 
Victoria  on  Thursday,  February  8  with 
Graham  Ross-Smith,  Probation  Officer 
and  Community  Service  Order 
Coordinator.  Ross-Smith  needed  a  CSO 
immediately  and  planned  on  posting  the 
position  with  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission several  months  later  to  get  a 
permanent  replacement.  He  made  it 
dear  to  Keetch  that  whoever  was  hired 
for  the  auxiliary  position  would  almost 
certainly  get  the  permanent  position. 

During  the  interview,  Ross-Smith  was 
impressed  by  Keetch's  work  experience. 
"He  told  me  I  had  better  qualifications 
than  most  of  his  people  and  said  I'd  be 
able  to  step  right  in  and  do  the  job," 
said  Keetch.  "Although  Ross-Smith  had 
several  other  people  to  interview  he  told 
me  I  could  start  on  Monday." 

On  Monday,  however,  Ross-Smith 
called  to  say  that  Keetch  did  not  get  the 
job.  Puzzled  by  this,  Keetch  went  to  the 
Court  Probation  Office  the  next  day. 
There,  Ross-Smith  told  him  he  was  sorry 
that  he  did  not  get  the  job.  "I  remember 
Ross-Smith  telling  me  to  apply  when  the 
permanent  posting  came  up.  He  said  I'd 
have  a  better  chance  with  the  panelling 
process  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sion as  they  had  set  guidehnes  which  are 
more  objective." 

It  was  not  until  Keetch  collected  his 
resumd  that  he  understood  those 
comments.  On  the  back  of  the  resumd 
Ross-Smith  had  written: 

-  no  problems 
-gay 

-  good  at  meeting  people 

-  developed  resources 

When  asked  for  an  explanation,  Ross- 
Smith  told  him  he  had  gotten  the  infor- 
mation from  Keetch's  Kamloops  super- 
visor but  maintained  that  the  fact  that 
Keetch  was  gay  did  not  enter  into  the 
decision. 

Keetch,  however,  believes  his  homo- 
sexuality was  the  deciding  factor.  "Ross- 
Smith  told  me  he  had  never  worked  with 
a  homosexual  that  he  knew  of.  He  said 
he  had  just  dealt  with  a  social  worker 
who  had  had  a  sexual  encounter  with  a 
young  probationee  and  didn't  want  to 
have  to  deal  with  that  problem  again." 

When  asked  to  reconsider,  Ross- 


Smith  said  he  would  not  change  his 
mind.  Keetch  then  told  Ross-Smith  he 
vas  going  to  pursue  the  matter  until  he 
got  satisfaction.  "This  is  the  third  time 
I've  lost  a  job  because  I'm  gay  but  I 
didn't  have  proof  before.  The  people 
who  told  me  about  the  other  times  said 
they'd  deny  everything  if  I  told  anyone. 
I'm  also  very  upset  that  my  supervisor  in 
Kamloops  passed  along  this  personal  in- 
formation." 

Initially  Keetch  pursued  the  case  him- 
self. He  contacted  Legal  Aid  but  did  not 
receive  much  help  from  the  people  there. 
He  then  went  to  the  BC  Human  Rights 
Branch  and  the  Branch  is  now  investi- 
gating the  matter.  "While  they've  been 
helpful,  I'm  not  going  to  sit  still  for 
several  years  while  they're  deciding." 

From  this,  an  ad  hoc  group  has  form- 
ed to  help  with  the  case.  Richard  Earl, 
one  of  the  members,  sees  this  case  as  a 
means  of  galvanizing  the  Victoria  gay 
community.  "I  think  gay  people  in  town 
are  going  to  realize  how  important  it  is 
for  us  to  get  a  formal  organization 
working  here.  Since  we  live  in  the  capital 
we  have  easier  access  to  the  bureaucrats 
than  other  groups  on  the  mainland.  We 
should  start  pressuring  more  for  changes 
in  the  BC  Human  Rights  Code.  We've 
been  in  touch  with  Kathleen  Ruff,  the 
head  of  the  Human  Rights  Branch  and 
she's  sympathetic  to  our  concerns." 

One  of  the  first  steps  of  the  ad  hoc 
group  has  been  to  bring  Bill  Keetch's 
case  to  the  attention  of  the  gay  commun- 
ity in  order  to  get  involvement  from 
them.  Selected  members  of  the 
government  and  opposition  also  have 
been  informed  of  the  complaint.  Further 
actions  have  been  discussed  but  the 
group  is  waiting  for  the  initial  findings 
of  the  BC  Human  Rights  Branch  before 
going  more  public.  That  report  is  expect- 

RicLangfordD 

Mde  your  pom, 
the  cops  are  coming 

TIMMINS  —  The  local  detachment  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
(RCMP)  has  seized  182  books,  104 
magazines  and  newspapers  and  20  films 
from  the  home  of  a  gay  mjm  living  in 
this  northern  Ontario  town. 

Purporting  to  act  under  the  authority 
of  a  writ  of  assistance,  officers  arrived 
at  the  home  of  Rial  Breux,  a  35-year-old 
nursing  assistant  in  a  local  home  for  the 
aged.  "They  came  in  just  like  they 
owned  the  place,"  Breux  told  TBP. 

Searching  the  entire  house,  the  police 
seized  all  of  Breux's  15-year  collection  of 
material,  saying  it  was  illegal  to  own 
pornographic  material. 

When  he  questioned  the  police's 
authority  to  seize.  Breux  said,  he  was 
told  to  "shut  up  and  sit  down  and  don'l 
hide  your  hands."  It  took  three  buriy 
RCMP  officers  to  execute  the  raid  and 
explain  the  law  as  they  saw  it  to  Breux. 

A  number  of  gay  men's  homes  in 
the  Toronto  area  were  also  raided  in 


early  April,  according  to  Toronto  gay 
leader  George  Hislop.  In  each  case  he 
knew  of,  he  said,  officers  were  particu- 
larly concerned  with  films  obtained  from 
Falcon,  a  California  distributor  of  gay 
male  pornography. 

The  pattern  in  the  Toronto  raids, 
(fislop  said,  was  that  homes  were 
searched  and  entire  pornography  collec- 
tions were  seized,  irrespective  of  whether 
the  material  was  obtained  from  within  or 
outside  Canada.  One  man's  personal 
p^to  albums  were  seized. 

As  far  as  TBP  is  aware,  to  date  no  one 
has  initiated  court  action  challenging  the 
RCMP's  authority  in  this  matter.  It  is 
not  illegal  to  possess  pornography  for 
one's  private  use.  However,  material 
may  not  be  imported  into  Canada  if  the 
customs  department  deems  it  to  be 
"immoral  or  indecent." 

Since  customs  cannot  inspect  every 
piece  of  mail  coming  into  the  country. 


Gays,  handicapped 
rally  for  new  code 

TORONTO  —  For  the  first  time, 
I^ysically  disabled  persons  and  gays 
have  rallied  together  to  confront  the  On- 
tario government.  One  hundred  persons, 
half  of  them  in  wheel  chairs,  attended  an 
April  10  rally  at  Queen's  Park. 

Organized  by  the  Coalition  for  Life 
Together,  the  rally  focused  attention  on 
the  provincial  government's  delay  in  im- 
proving existing  human  rights  legisla- 
tion. Coalition  spokesperson  David 
Graham  pointed  out  that  it  has  been  al- 
most two  years  since  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  submitted  to  the 
government  its  report.  Life  Together. 
Among  the  many  recommendatioiu  of 
that  report  were  that  human  rights  pro- 
tection be  extended  to  the  physically 
handicapped,  to  the  aged  or  young,  and 
to  homosexuals. 

The  rally  was  addressed  by  the  leaders 
of  both  opposition  parties  as  well  as  by 
Robert  Elgie,  Conservative  minister  res- 
ponsible for  introducing  human  rights 
amendments.  Michael  Cassidy  of  the 
NDP  and  Liberal  leader  Stuart  Smith 


they  spot-check.  Where  they  discover 
pornography  going  to  an  individual  and 
suspect  that  previous  shipments  have 
reached  that  person  undetected,  the  in- 
formation probably  is  given  to  the 
RCMP  who  subsequently  raid  individu- 
als' homes. 

While  the  RCMP  does  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  among  police  forces  to  en- 
force the  federal  Customs  Act  and  Cus- 
toms Tariff,  the  legality  of  these  search- 
es is  questionable.  However,  only  a  test 
action  in  court  could  determine  whether 
the  RCMP  can  be  prevented  legally  from 
using  these  methods  to  tertorize  gay 
people. 

TBP  is  interested  in  documenting 
other  cases  of  this  kind,  and  would  ask 
that  readers  knowing  of  similar  occur- 
rences write  to  Paul  TroUope  at  TBP. 
All  information  will  be  kept  confidential 
unless  its  release  is  specifically  author- 
ized by  the  person  supplying  it.D 


both  clearly  reconfirmed  their  strong 
•  support  for  the  recommendations  of 
Life  Together,  urging  the  government  to 
act.  In  contrast,  Elgie  delivered  a  speech 
wiiich  managed  to  avoid  the  issues  com- 
pletely. He  refused  to  give  any  hint 
when,  if  ever,  the  goverrmient  plaimed 
to  introduce  new  legislation  and  whether 
such  legislation  would  include  the  con- 
troversial sexual  orientation 
amendment.  Elgie  was  booed  by  the 
crowd  when  he  stated  that  "change  rare- 
ly comes  fast  enough  to  satisfy  those 
who  yearn  for  it  most."  Despite  nearly 
two  years  of  deliberate  delay,  Elgie  still 
maintained  that  his  "government  is 
dealing  responsibly  with  the  complex 
issues  that  were  raised  in  Life  Togeth- 
er." 

The  rally  confirmed  the  Coalition's 
stand  that  the  code  be  amended  to  in- 
clude all  recommendations  —  even 
those  considered  controversial.  In  the 
words  of  Coalition  spokesperson  David 
Graham,  "the  Coalition  finds  it  quite 
simply  unacceptable  that  legislation 
would  include  any  one  group  for  inclu- 
sion under  the  protection  of  the  code 
while  excluding  one  or  more  of  the 
others.  "D 


Coalition  for  Life  Together  spoknpersoiu  Tom  Warner  (slandini^  and  Pal  Shlnlon 
look  on  as  gay  and  handicapped  people  gather  at  Queen's  Park. 
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Bath  woiters  vote  down  union, 
organizer  to  maice  second  try 


TORONTO  —  The  attempt  by  gay  wor- 
kers at  a  local  steambath  to  organize  a 
union,  apparently  the  first  such  effort  in 
C^ada,  has  failed. 

Employees  of  the  Richmond  Street 
Health  Emporium  voted  March  12  not 
to  be  represented  by  the  Hotel  and  Club 
Employees  Union,  Local  299,  part  of  the 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  and 
Bartenders  International  Union.  The 
secret  ballot,  conducted  by  the  Ontario 
Labour  Relations  Board  (OLRB),  was 
hdd  at  the  bath  premises. 

Nine  employees  voted  against  imion 
rq)resentation.  Two  voted  in  favour. 

Union  organizers  previously  had 
presented  evidence  to  the  OLRB  that 
over  55  per  cent  of  the  workers  had 
signed  up  to  join  the  union  and  paid  the 
required  dues.  This  would  have  entitled 
the  employees  to  be  certified  as  a  bar- 
gaining unit  without  a  vote.  However,  a 
group  of  six  employees,  three  of  whom 
had  originally  signed  the  union  member- 
ship list,  presented  a  separate  petition  to 
the  OLRB  opposing  the  union's 
oertification. 

At  an  OLRB  hearing  February  28, 
chairperson  Pamela  Picher  ordered  a 
Board-supervised  vote  of  all  employees 
because  evidence  indicated  the 
dissenting  employees  had  voluntarily 
opposed  the  union  and  no  improper  in- 
terference by  management  had  been 
proven. 


Toronto  gay  activist  Dave  Foreman, 
who  was  prominent  in  the  organizing 
activities,  told  TBP  that,  although  man- 
agement interference  had  not  been 
proven  at  the  Board  hearing,  a  number 
of  circumstances  made  him  wonder 
about  behind-the-scenes  discussions  that 
he  feels  may  have  taken  place  between 
Richmond  Street  shareholders  or 
management  and  employees  of  the 
baths. 

"In  the  weeks  prior  to  the  hearing  and 
vote,  a  number  of  shareholders  and 
Mends  of  management  were  spending  a 
lot  of  time  at  the  baths,  talking  to  the 
enqsloyees,"  he  said.  "For  the  Board 
hearing,  we  had  subpoenaed  two 
employees  who  had  indicated  they  had 
been  approached  by  management.  Al- 
though nothing  specific  was  said,  the 
mere  fact  of  management  drawing  an 
employee's  attention  to  the  pending 
unionization  can  be  enough,  sometimes, 
to  change  a  person's  mind." 

However,  the  subpoenaed  employees 
were  apparently  not  willing  to  testify 
before  the  Board  to  what  they  had  told 
Foreman  they  knew.  Foreman  said. 

Although  disappointed  with  the 
result,  Foreman  said  another  unionizing 
effort  would  be  made,  probably  starting 
injuly  or  August. 

Foreman,  who  has  been  working  at 
the  Richmond  Street  Health  Emporium 
for  about  a  year,  said  that  working 


hours  were  one  of  the  main  issues  of 
concern  to  him  in  the  organizing  cam- 
paign. Other  grievances  requiring  union 
assistance  included  poor  pay,  few 
employee  benefits,  sexual  harassment  on 
the  job  (by  clients  and  friends  of  man- 
agement), and  employee  favouritism  in 
various  forms. 

There  are  signs  that  management  and 
owners  in  Toronto's  gay  business  com- 
munity were  less  than  deUghted  with  the 
unionizing  effort.  Although  David  Fore- 
man had  never  visited  Club  Baths 
Toronto,  in  early  February  he  discover- 
ed he  had  been  barred  from  going  there. 
According  to  Jerry  Levy,  general 
manager  of  The  Club,  Foreman  is  still 
barred,  "but  it's  not  for  union  activity.  I 
don't  know  what  it's  for.  I  don't  ask  for 
complete  details." 

When  asked  if  he  would  uphold  a  ban- 
ning order  against  Foreman  if  he  had 
been  barred  for  union  activity,  he  said 
the  matter  would  have  to  come  before 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Levy  added  that  he  felt  the  formation 
of  a  union  would  be  a  "terrible  disaster" 
for  the  baths,  especially  the  Richmond 
Street  which  is  "so  near  the  line  any- 
way." He  said  "there  are  so  many  bene- 
fits available  to  bath  workers  now  that 
just  couldn't  be  worked  into  a  union 
ocHitract." 

Levy  claims  he  was  fired  from  a  job  in 

Chicago  for  trying  to  organize  a  union, 

and  that  he  appreciates  the  benefits 

unionization  can  bring.  "But  there  are 

disadvantages  too,"  he  said.  "Some 

unions  in  Canada  are  really  crippling 

business." 

PaulTrollopeD 


March  8, 1908,  New  York  to  March  10, 1979,  Toronto:  Protest  and  celebration  were  the  bread  and  roses  of  International  Wo- 
men's Day  across  Canada  this  year.  The  tradition,  which  originated  with  trade  union  women  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  was  car- 
ried on  by  6,000  marchers  in  Montreal,  who  were  joined  by  a  contingent  of  gay  liberationists.  Other  centres  in  Quebec,  including 
Chicoutimi,  Trois  Rivieres,  Sherbrooke,  Sainte-Hyacinthe  and  Hull,  were  the  site  of  International  Women's  Day  events.  On 
March  8  in  Toronto,  a  small  women-only  demonstration  protested  a  sexist  Ontario  Provincial  Police  report  on  rape,  and  anti- 
woman  remarks  by  Toronto  hockey  magnate  Harold  Ballard.  Two  days  later,  2,000  women  and  men,  including  a  gay  contingent, 
took  to  the  streets  demanding,  among  other  things,  lesbian  rights.  Lesbian  issues  and  gay  liberation  participation  had  a  high 
profile  in  the  first  International  Women's  Day  events  to  be  held  in  Halifax.  Atlantic  Provinces  Political  Lesbians  and  Gay  Al- 
liance for  Equality  were  both  approached  to  help  organize  the  day's  events,  a  number  of  which  took  place  at  the  Turret,  a  gay 
social  club,  including  an  evening  of  entertainment  by  dancers,  singers  and  a  women's  band.  The  precedent-setting  gay-feminist 
unity  was  greeted  by  the  query,  "When  do  we  do  this  again?"  from  all  who  were  involved.  Lesbian  demands  and  presence  were 
evident  at  well-attended  demonstrations,  social  and  cultural  events  in  Edmonton  and  Vancouver.  Other  International  Women's 
Etey  actions  took  place  in  Regina,  Fredericton,  Winnipeg,  Hamilton  and  Saskatoon.  D 


STOP  PRESS! 

As  we  go  to  press,  TBP  has  learned 
that  Saskatchewan's  NDP 
government  failed  to  include  sexual 
orientation  among  proposed  amend- 
ments to  that  province's  Human 
Rights  Code.  According  to  a  CP  wire 
story.  Attorney  General  Roy 
Romanow  introduced  the  new  human 
rights  legislation  into  the  Saskat- 
chewan legislature  April  20. 

When  questioned  about  the  omis- 
sion of  sexual  orientation,  Romanow 
vas  reported  as  having  replied  that 
the  issue  of  homosexuality  was  too 
far  beyond  community  tolerance, 
and  therefore  such  an  amendment 
would  only  promote  a  disrespect  for 
the  law.  Romanow  also  said  that 
since  only  one  province  (Quebec)  has 
provided  legal  protection  for  gay 
people,  Saskatchewan  should  first 
wait  and  see  how  the  legislation 
works  in  that  province. 

Allan  Blakeney's  NDP  government 
had  been  widely  expected  to  include 
the  sexual  orientation  amendment. 
On  November  19  of  last  year,  the 
provincial  NDP's  annual  convention 
eqjproved  two-to-one  a  resolution 
calling  for  a  law  to  forbid  discrimina- 
tion against  homosexuals.  A  similar 
resolution  had  passed  in  Executive 
Council  two  years  before.  D 


Star  does  poll 

TORONTO  —  In  a  recent  poll,  a  group 
of  Torontonians  indicated  they  have 
contradictory  attitudes  on  the  issue  of 
job  rights  for  homosexuals.  They 
expressed  their  opinions  in  a  survey 
conducted  for  The  Toronto  Star. 

More  than  four  out  of  five  of  the 
206  people  surveyed  said  there  should  be 
"no  prejudice  against  homosexuals  in 
their  right  to  work."  At  the  same  time, 
more  than  half  said  that  "there  are  jobs 
that  homosexuals  should  not  be  allowed 
to  have." 

"There  is  a  hypocritical  attitude  in 
evidence  here,"  said  the  Goldfarb  Con- 
sultants survey,  with  considerable 
understatement.  D 

Up  and  coming 

Chatham,  Ontario  will  see  its  first  gay 
dance  ever  on  June  2  in  the  Mariner 
Room  of  the  William  Pitt  Hotel,  8  PM. 
Fot  more  info,  phone  (514)  354-8978. 

In  Toronto,  the  new  Gay  Liberation 
Union  (GLU)  will  hold  a  Celebration  of 
Free  Spirits  on  June  1-3;  watch  for  fur- 
ther information  about  fihns,  a  demon- 
stration and  a  very  large  party  with 
entertainment. 

On  May  26  a  dance  at  the  St  Lawrence 
Market  will  raise  money  for  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee.  Buy  tickets  from 
the  sponsors,  members  of  Toronto's 
Lambda  Business  Council. 

Integrity  Toronto  meets  on  8  May 
at  8  PM  at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Eaton 
Centre.  Guest  speaker  from"Evangel- 
icals  Concerned."  And  on  June  12 
Integrity  welcomes  the  congregation 
B'Nai  Kehillah  —  Gay  Jews. 

Lesbian-feminist  theatre:  A  Late 
Snow.  June  7,  8  and  9.  Call  532-7%3  in 
Toronto  for  details.  D 
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Can  you  believe  it? 

A  judge  agreed  that  skinnydipping 

was  a  "lawful  excuse"  for  being  nude. 

No  wonder  the  Crown's  appealing. 


h;'fc^;i}fKi 


Nudity  acquittals  appealed 

TORONTO  —  The  Attorney  General 
of  Ontario  is  appealing  against  the  ac- 
quittals of  a  number  of  men,  gay  and 
non-gay,  on  public  nudity  charges  aris- 
ing out  of  police  entrapment  arrests  at 
Hanlan's  Point  last  summer  {TBP,  Feb- 
ruary). 

During  the  summer  of  1978,  several 
police  officers  from  downtown  Toron- 
to's 52  Division  were  specially  detailed 
to  Hanlan's  Point.  They  cruised  the 
beach  in  plain  clothes,  sporting  mous- 
taches and  beards,  wearing  beach  cloth- 
ing and  mixing  with  gay  people  at  the 
beach. 

Late  in  August  1978,  the  plainclothes 
officers  identified  themselves  to  a  num- 
ber of  men  on  the  beach  and  issued 
Criminal  Code  summonses  charging 
them  with  public  nudity.  Some  men 
pleaded  guilty  at  an  early  stage  and 
received  absolute  discharges  in 
Provincial  Court  during  the  fall.  This 
disposition  leaves  a  person  with  a  pohce 
arrest  record  and  a  finding  of  guilt  al- 
though technically  there  has  been  no 
criminal  conviction  registered. 

Although  at  least  three  Provincial 
Court  Judges  in  Toronto  have  made 
guilty  findings  on  the  nudity  charges,  on 
March  1  His  Honour  Judge  McMahon 
dismissed  the  charges  against  a  number 
of  accused  men. 

McMahon  accepted  the  arguments  of 
defence  counsel  that  the  use  of  an  iso- 
lated beach  in  the  summer  for  sunbath- 
ing or  skinnydipping  was  a  "lawful  ex- 
cuse" for  being  nude  in  a  public  place. 
He  held  that  the  section  of  the  Criminal 
Code  under  which  the  charges  were  laid 
was  enacted  to  deal  with  the  activities  of 
Doukhobours  and  not  to  prohibit  the 
type  of  conduct  with  which  the  men 
before  him  had  been  charged. 

Assistant  Crown  Attorney  Peter 
DcJuho  strenuously  opposed 
McMahon's  dismissal  of  the  charges, 
which  was  repeated  in  subsequent  cases 
the  same  day.  DeJulio  then  armounced 
in  court  that  he  would  seek  appeals.  □ 

Kller  gets  8  years 

TORONTO  —  Richard  William  Andes 
was  sentenced  April  6  to  eight  years  in 
penitentiary  for  the  savage  killing  of 
Peter  Christopher  (Shirley  Hauser)  last 
August.  Andes'  mother,  who  was  in  the 
courtroom  during  sentencing,  cried  "Oh 
no,  not  for  the  killing  of  a  homosexual." 

"He's  the  victim,  "she  said  of  her  son. 
"Don't  punish  him."  Andes  was  origin- 
ally charged  with  murder,  but  after  plea- 
bargaining,  pleaded  guilty  to  the  lesser 
charge  of  manslaughter. 

Andes  met  Hauser  as  he  was  drinking 
with  a  group  of  his  friends  at  Sunnyside 
Beach  in  Toronto.  Hauser,  who  was  a 
transsexual  undergoing  hormone  treat- 
ment for  a  sex  change  operation,  came 
along  and,  according  to  Andes,  immedi- 
ately went  off  with  one  of  the  men  and 
blew  him.  Andes  offered  Hauser  a  ride 
on  his  motorcycle  and  took  him  to  a  de- 
serted school  yard  to  have  sex.  Upon 
discovering  Hauser  was  a  num.  Andes 


drew  a  knife  and  stabbed  him  17  times, 
including  four  times  in  the  back.  Some 
of  the  wounds  had  been  inflicted  after 
death. 

Dr  Jerry  Cooper,  chief  psychiatrist  at 
York-Finch  General  Hospital  (who  wsis 
also  one  of  the  "expert"  witnesses  for 
the  prosecution  in  TBP  trial),  testified 
that  Andes  may  have  exploded  with  un- 
controllable anger  due  to  the  psycho- 
logical threat  any  heterosexual  man 
would  feel  upon  discovering  that  the  wo- 
man he  is  romancing  is  really  a  man. 

Mr  Justice  Robert  Rutherford  of  the 
Ontario  Supreme  Court  told  Andes 
upon  sentencing,  "The  people  of  this 
country  must  be  satisfied  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  will  not  tolerate  such 
actions."  D 

Gay-basher  gets  life 

WINNIPEG  —  Eighteen-year-old  John 
Usher  was  sentenced  to  life  imprison- 
ment February  23  for  the  murder  of  a 
gay  man.  Usher  was  found  guilty  of  at- 
tacking and  viciously  beating  Peter 
Petkau  last  September  on  the  "Hill," 
W^mipeg's  outdoor  gay  cruising  area. 
Petkau  died  shortly  after  the  attack. 
(TBP  Nov.  1978). 

During  the  week-long  trial,  evidence 
indicated  that  before  the  incident  Usher 
had  told  friends  that  he  would  beat  up  a 
hcHnosexual,  and  that  on  the  evening  of 
September  12,  Usher  and  a  friend, 
Psttrick  Holt,  went  to  the  Hill  and  accos- 
ted Petkau.  There,  Usher  physically 
attacked  the  gay  man,  beating  his  head 
with  a  brick .  Before  being  apprehended 
by  police.  Usher  bragged  to  friends  that 
he  had  used  a  brick  to  "rearrange  the 
train  of  a  gearbox."  In  sentencing,  Mr 
Justice  A  C  Hamilton  called  the  offense 
a  "most  severe  and  heinous  one." 

Patrick  Holt,  the  friend  of  Usher  who 
witnessed  the  beating,  was  set  free  after 
apreliminary  hearing  last  November. D 


Red  Deer  editor  guilty 

RED  DEER  —  ted  Bower,  45-year-old 
father  of  four,  pleaded  guilty  to  sexually 
assaulting  a  15-year-old  man  in  a  sauna 
at  a  Red  Deer  swimming  pool  last 
February.  Bower,  a  former  member  of 
the  Kirby  Commission  on  the 
administration  of  justice  in  Alberta,  is 
editor  of  The  Red  Deer  Advocate. 

Early  in  March,  a  couple  of  weeks 
before  Bower's  case  came  to  pubhc  at- 
tention, The  Advocate  refused  an  ad 
from  the  Gay  Association  of  Red  Deer 
(CARD)  announcing  the  group's 
formation  and  address.  An  employee  of 
The  Advocate  was  quoted  as  saying, 
"It's  bad  enough  having  gays  around. 
Why  do  you  have  to  advertise  it?  We 
don't  advertise  that  we're  not  gay." 

GARD  has  also  been  refused  the  right 
to  continue  using  the  mail  forwarding 
service  of  another  Red  Deer  weekly.  The 
Advisor.  The  group  is  considering  regis- 
tering complaints  against  both  publica- 
tions with  the  Alberta  Weekly  News- 
papers Association,  the  Alberta  Press 
Council,  and  the  Alberta  Human  Rights 
Commission.  D 


Subscribe. 


For  a  subscription,  fill  in  your  name  and  address  in  the  spaces  below,  and 
mail  this  form  to:  The  Body  PoUtk,  PC  Box  72«9,  Sution  A,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9.  Make  cheques  payable  to  The  Body  Politic.  If  you  want  to 
charge  your  purchase,  fill  in  your  card  number  and  expiry  date  in  the  charge 
boK,  and  be  sure  to  sign  this  form. 

RATES:  Canada:  D  $7.50    D  1st  class.  $15 
International:  n$10    D  1st  class,  $20 

FtaJ  class  subscriptions  are  mailed  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes  and  receive  priority  postal  service. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


OTY 


CODE 


Charge  this  purchase  to 

DMastercharge 

DVisa 

NUMBER 

EXP  DATE 

gONATURE 

The  Body  Politic 


MAY  1979 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/15 


ThdffiDrid 


Women,  gays 


IRAN  —  Reports  of  executions  for 
"sodomy"  in  Tehran  and  Shiraz  have 
shocked  the  international  gay  move- 
ment, and  prompted  a  one-man  protest 
demonstration  by  Italian  activist  Enzo 
R-ancone. 

American  and  British  wire  services 
reported  March  7  the  executions  of  at 
least  ten  men  on  charges  of  sodomy. 
Later,  stories  reported  the  crime  was 
rape,  and  finally  referred  to  "child 
prostitution  rings." 

Francone,  a  member  of  the  Italian  gay 
group  FUORI,  and  a  representative  of 
the  International  Gay  Association 
(IGA),  flew  to  Tehran  and  mounted  a 
one-man  picket  March  26  in  front  of  the 
city's  main  prison.  He  carried  two  signs: 
"Homosexual  acts  are  not  crimes,"  and 
"Islamic  justice  doesn't  recognize  sexual 
rights."  Francone  was  quickly  arrested 
and  taken  inside  the  prison  for 
questioning. 

Although  oraUy  abused  by  his  inter- 
rogators, he  was  not  otherwise  harmed, 
and  was  released  two  hours  later.  Fran- 
cone had  demanded  that  the  government 
issue  a  statement  explaining  its  position 
on  homosexuality.  No  such  statement 
was  forthcoming,  however,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  leave  the  country  immediate- 
ly. The  demonstration  was  well  covered 
in  the  European  press,  and  Francone 
gave  a  full  report  on  the  situation  at  an 
IGA  conference  held  in  Holland  over 
Easter. 

Women's  liberation  has  also  emerged 
as  a  major  issue  for  the  new  revolution- 
ary government  in  Iran.  On  Internation- 
al Women's  Day  8,000  women  braved  a 
driving  snowstorm  to  march  from 
Tehran  University  to  the  headquarters 
of  Premier  Mehdi  Bazargan.  The  crowd 
chanted,  "In  the  dawn  of  freedom  there 
is  no  freedom,"  and  protested  state- 
ments by  reUgious  leader  the  AyatoUah 
Khomeini,  demanding  that  women  wear 
the  chador  —  the  head-to-toe  veil  tra- 
ditionally worn  by  women  in  Iran. 

One  woman  was  quoted  as  saying  that 
she  would  not  wear  the  chador  until 
Iranian  men  started  wearing  turbans  and 
stopped  shaving  —  another  requirement 
of  Koranic  law. 

Over  the  nekt  five  days,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  women  marched  through- 
out the  country,  occupying  Tehran's 
central  mosque  and  the  Justice  Ministry 
March  10,  and  rallying  in  the  city's 
soccer  stadium  March  15.  American 
feminist  Kate  Millett,  in  Iran  at  the  in- 
vitation of  women's  organizations,  de- 
dared  that  women's  rights  were  being 
severely  threatened.  She  was  forced  to 
leave  the  country  several  days  later. 


iii;-M 


Islamic  law 


The  issue  of  women's  rights  has  split 
the  anti-Shah  forces.  Marxist  and  Islam- 
ic guerillas  —  the  Fedayeen  and  the 
Mujahedeen  —  have  generally  been 
supportive,  while  fundamentalist  Islamic 
groups  around  Khomeini  £ire  opposed. 

Demonstrations  continued  until 
Khomeini  issued  a  statement  indicating 
that  wearing  the  chador  was  a  moral 
duty  but  not  a  legal  obligation.  The  Aya- 
toUah also  backed  away  from  his 
attempts  to  suspend  the  1967  Family 
Protection  Law  which,  along  with  other 
protections,  gave  women  the  right  to 
divorce  and  to  refuse  to  marry. 

The  issues  of  women's  and  gay  rights 
have  drawn  international  support.  Two 
Los  Angeles  groups.  We  Are  Every- 
wiiere  International,  and  Gays  for  No 
on  Bigotry  in  California,  organized 
petition  campaigns  and  urged  letters  of 
protest  to  Iranian  embassies  and  con- 
sulates. There  was  a  demonstration  in 
front  of  the  Iranian  consulate  in  San 
Ftancisco,  and  in  Paris  a  thousand 
people  demonstrated  March  16  against 
the  AyatoUah 's  repressive  poUcies.D 


Enzo  Francone  staged  Tehran  protest 


French  get  gay  paper 

PARIS  —  For  the  first  time  in  fifteen 
years  a  national  gay  newspaper  has  been 
lauTKhed  in  France.  Le  GaiPied,  a 
monthly  published  in  Paris,  released  its 
first  issue  in  April  and  is  being  distribu- 
ted throughout  the  country. 

Issue  number  one  features  an  article 
by  Michel  Foucault,  national  and  world 
news,  and  features  on  gay  history  and 
culture. 

It  can  be  obtained  by  writing  Le  Gai 
Pied,  a/s  le  Bitoux,  BP  39,  75525  Paris 
CEDEX  11,  France. n 


American  movement  plans 
national  march  on  Washington 


PHILADELPHIA  —  More  than  300 
lesbians  and  gay  men  representing  100 
organizations  from  across  the  United 
States  met  here  February  24  and  25,  and 
.voted  to  stage  a  Nationsil  Gay  March  on 
Washington.  The  march,  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  US  history,  wiU  take  place 
October  14,  1979. 

New  York  City's  CoaUtion  for  Les- 
bians and  Gay  Rights,  and  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Ad  Hoc  Committee  for  the  March 
on  Washington  urged  the  move,  citing 
the  results  of  a  nation-wide  survey  sup- 
porting such  a  march  focused  on 
poUtical  issues. 

Delegates  from  Washington  DC  and 
Texas,  along  with  representatives  from 
more  conservative  gay  organizations, 
fdt  that  more  time  was  needed  and 
suggested  the  march  be  put  off  untU 
1980  or  1984.  However,  the  Philadelphia 
conference  resolved  to  go  ahead  this 
year  by  a  vote  of  1 10  to  56. 

The  conference  approved  the 
fdlowing  demands:  repeal  aU  anti- 
lesbian  and  anti-gay  laws,  pass  a  com- 
prdiensive  lesbian  /  gay  rights  biU  in 
Congress,  issue  a  Presidential  Executive 
order  harming  discrimination  based  on 


Group  refused  status 
since  aims  'Illegal'' 

BARCELONA  —  The  Catalan  Gay 
Liberation  Front  (FAGQ  has  been  re- 
fused legal  status  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment because  the  aims  of  the  organiza- 
tion are  contrary  to  Spanish  law. 

FAGC  surfaced  in  1976  after  years  of 
clandestine  activity  and  was  responsible 
for  Spain's  first  gay  demonstration  in 
June  1977.  Seven  thousand  people 
marched  in  Barcelona  to  demand  an  end 
to  oppression  of  homosexuals.  The 
organization,  one  of  Spain's  strongest 
gay  groups,  is  a  united  front  of  indepen- 
dent leftists,  communists,  socialists, 
trotskyists,  maoists  and  libertarian  soc- 
iaUsts. 

The  campaign  for  legal  status  as  an 
organization  began  in  the  faU  of  1978, 
and  culminated  last  December  in  a  fest- 
ival attended  by  more  than  7000  people. 
FAGC's  demand  for  legalization  was 
supported  by  a  petition  signed  by  more 
than  100  artistic,  scientific  and  poUtical 
figures,  as  well  as  representatives  from 
38  different  poUtical,  social  and  union 
organizations.  The  document  also  de- 
mands the  right  of  free  association  for 
gay  people  and  the  repeal  of  anti-gay 
laws. 

In  his  decision  to  deny  the  group  legal- 
ity. Home  Secretary  Martin  Villa  claim- 
ed that  the  group's  aims  contravened 
sections  43 1  and  432  of  the  Spanish 
Penal  Code.  These  prohibit  "causing  a 
public  scandal"  and  "pubUcity  and /or 
diffusion  of  materials  against  public 
morals."  The  notorious  Social  Danger 
Law,  previously  used  against  gays,  was 
finaUy  amended  in  January  1979. 

FAGC  is  asking  organizations  and  in- 


sexual  orientation  in  the  Federal  govern- 
ment and  the  miUtary,  halt  discrimina- 
tion in  lesbian-mother  and  gay-father 
diild  custody  cases,  and  protect  lesbian 
and  gay  youth  from  any  laws  which  are 
used  to  discriminate  against,  oppress 
and  harass  them. 

A  three-tiered  structure  was  set  up  to 
organize  the  march.  A  National 
Advisory  Board  made  up  of  representa- 
tives of  every  group  supporting  the 
march  wiU  make  major  poUcy  decisions 
by  polUng  its  members.  A  National 
Steering  Committee,  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  each  of  the  country's  seven 
r^ons,  will  be  the  major  organizing 
body.  A  National  Co-ordinating  Com- 
mittee balanced  for  youth,  racial  and 
women's  representation  wiU  make  prac- 
tical poUcy  decisions. 

There  will  be  "complete  gender  parity 
throughout  the  march  preparations, 
leadership,  publications,  and  paid 
positions."  There  wUl  also  be  20%  over- 
aU  minority  representation  in  prepara- 
tions and  leadership.  A  second  national 
I^anning  conference  wiU  be  held  in 
Houston,  Texas  June  2.n 


dividuals  to  plan  demonstrations  and 
write  letters  of  protest  to  Spanish  con- 
sulates and  embassies  around  the 
world,  n 

Journalists  support 
paper  under  attack 

SAO  PAULO  —  Legal  action  against 
Brazil's  leading  gay  monthly  newspaper 
Lampiao,  has  been  met  by  a  surprising 
show  of  solidarity. 

Lawyers  have  been  provided  free  of 
charge  by  the  journaUsts'  union  and  the 
BraziUan  Press  Association,  both  well- 
established  groups.  A  strong  statement 
of  support  denouncing  poUce  attacks 
against  Lampiao  as  "one  more  attack  on 
freedom  of  expression"  has  been  issued 
by  a  coalition  of  groups  called  the  Per- 
manent Commission  for  the  Defence  of 
Freedom  of  Expression.  The  statement 
argues  that  the  accusations  of  "offend- 
ing morality  and  propriety. . .  are  a  sub- 
terfuge... for  censorship." 

The  government  sued  the  paper's 
board  of  editors  last  year  for  "outrages 
against  public  moraUty." 

Although  Lampiao  collective 
members  are  all  gay  men,  and  the  maga- 
zine's primary  commitment  is  to  gay 
poUtics,  it  considers  itself  a  newspaper 
for  all  people  suffering  discrimination. 
It  has  dealt  with  such  concerns  as  fem- 
inism, racial  discrimination,  attacks  on 
Brazil's  Indians  and  the  ecological  crisis 
in  the  Amazon. 

It  is  still  difficult  to  predict  whether 
the  legal  action  will  succeed  in  closing 
the  paper  down.  It  has  been  able  to  keep 
to  its  publication  schedule  since  sub- 
poenas were  issued  last  September. 
Lampiao  continues  to  be  sold  openly  on 
newsstands  in  Brazil's  larger  cities. D 
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The  straight  media  wanted  to  know 

who  would  wear  the  corsage. 

Now,  who'd  pin  a  corsage  on  a  pansy? 


Rights  bill  in  House, 
opposition  expected 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  national  gay 
lights  bill  banning  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  US  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  bill,  HR  2074,  is  co- 
sponsored  by  Representatives  Henry 
Waxman  and  Theodore  Weis,  both 
Democrats,  and  resulted  from  lobbying 
efforts  by  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  (GRNL). 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  bill,  presently 
referred  to  the  House  Judiciary  and  the 
Education  and  Labor  Committees,  will 
be  introduced  in  the  Senate.  In  the  past, 
no  gay  rights  bill  has  reached  the 
Senate  —  though  several  have  died  in 
House  committees. 

GRNL's  Steve  Endean  does  not  ex- 
pect the  hearings  to  occur  for  another 
three  years.  "It  could  be  as  much  as  10 
to  15  years  before  we  get  a  bill... Anyone 
who  beUeves  in  a  quick  effort  —  even 
five  years  —  is  fooHng  himself." 

Major  opposition  to  the  bill  is  expect- 
ed from  a  new  lobby.  Christian  Voice, 
an  offshoot  of  American  Christian 
Cause,  a  right-wing  fundamentalist 
group  prohibited  from  lobbying  because 
of  its  tax  exempt  status.  Voice,  which 
opened  its  Washington  office  last 
month,  claims  to  have  a  million-dollar 
war  chest  to  back  its  planned  anti- 
gay  drive. 

Voice  has  employed  Gary  Jarmin,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  American  Conser- 
vative Union.  He  is  known  for  his  stand 
in  support  of  the  racist  policies  of  South 
Africa  and  Rhodesia,  The  organization 
claims  that  "America's  rapid  decline  as 


a  world  power  is  the  direct  result  of 
homosexuality,  abortion,  the  ERA  and 
pornography." 

"There  is  a  strong  possibility  that 
Christian  Voice  may  not  only  scare  Con- 
gress from  legislation  designed  to 
guarantee  civil  rights  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  but  that  its  campaign  could 
also  result  in  the  enactment  of 
specifically  anti-gay  legislation,"  said 
Endean. D 

IHbunal  criticizes 
anii-gay  info  tilling 

COLOGNE,  WEST  GERMANY  —  The 
international  jury  of  the  Third  Russell 
Tribunal  has  condemned  the  Federal  Re- 
public of  Germany  for  anti-gay  censor- 
ship. In  its  final  judgment,  given  Janu- 
ary 10,  the  jury  concluded  "that  forms 
of  direct  and  indirect  censorship  were 
proven  to  exist  in  the  Federal  Republic," 
and  that  "the  right  to  freedom  of 
speech"  had  been  seriously  impaired. 

The  tribunal,  established  by  the 
Bertrand  Russell  Peace  Foundation  in 
London,  first  investigated  American  war 
crimes  in  Vietnam  ten  years  ago.  A 
second  tribunal  met  to  expose  the  use  of 
torture  in  Latin  America.  The  third  trib- 
unal, investigating  political  repression  in 
West  Germany,  met  in  Cologne. 

In  one  of  ten  cases  of  rights  violations 
considered  by  the  tribunal,  the  Work- 
group on  Repression  Against  Gays 
(NARGS)  gave  testimony  concerning  a 
1976  ruling  of  the  State  Supreme  Court 
(rf  Northern  Westphalia. 

That  court  had  upheld  the  right  of  city 
officials  to  forbid  modes  of  behaviour 
and  openly  voiced  opinions  deviating 
from  the  norm"  whenever  these  appear 


Task  force  appointee  sparlcs  row 


SEATTLE  —  The  appointment  of 
Charles  Brydon,  a  40-year-old  Seattle 
insurance  executive,  to  the  post  of  ex- 
ecutive co-director  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  has  raised  a  storm  of  con- 
troversy in  Seattle.  Brydon  succeeds 
Dr  Bruce  Voeller  who  resigned  in 
October  1978. 

The  Seattle  Committee  After  Thir- 
teen (SCAT),  a  group  evolved  from  the 
organization  which  led  last  year's 
struggle  against  attempts  to  over-turn 
the  city's  gay  rights  legislation,  has 
published  an  open  letter  criticizing  the 
NGTF  appointment. 

While  commending  Brydon  for  much 
of  his  work,  the  SCAT  letter  asserts, 
"oftentimes  this  work  has  also  been  self- 
serving,  undercutting  the  efforts  of 
others  and  aimed  at  preventing  parti- 
cipation of  those  whose  views  differ 
from  his  own.  He  has  worked  ener- 
getically for  those  gay  people  whom  he 
regards  as  his  constituency  but  this  has 
characteristically  meant  ignoring  or 
working  against  the  needs  of  the  poor, 
minority  and  female  parts  of  our 
community.  Because  of  these  actions  he 
has  not  even  effectively  served  as  lead- 
er for  the  white  middle  class  men 
whom  he  primarily  sees  as  his  consti- 
tuency." 


The  NGTF  defended  its  decision  in  a 
March  17  press  release.  "We  have  found 
someone  who  we  believe  is  qualified  in 
terms  of  the  sensitivity,  experience  and 
leadership  qualities  required  of  this  job 
and  who  we  beUeve  will  represent  the 
concerns  of  the  broadest  possible  range 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men." 

Bruce  Voeller,  former  NGTF  exec- 
utive co-director,  was  also  under  attack 
from  New  York's  Gay  Activist  Alliance. 
The  GAA  denounced  Voeller  for  send- 
ing advertising  to  gay  groups  asking  that 
they  sponsor  debates  between  himself 
and  such  anti-gay  bigots  as  California 
State  Senator  John  Briggs.  "The  groups 
which  are  being  solicited  for  these  de- 
bates are  not  being  informed  that  for 
every  debate  they  pay  for,  the  bigot 
gets  a  share  of  the  money.  Dr  Voeller 
gets  his  money,  the  Agency  gets  its 
money,  and  by  giving  money  to  their  en- 
emies gay  people  contribute  to  their  own 
oppression..." 

In  a  lengthy  statement  Voeller  replied, 
"My  experience  is  not  that  I  provide 
Senator  Briggs  with  a  platform,  my  ex- 
perience is  that  Senator  Briggs  provides 
me  with  an  audience  to  educate. . .one  1 
could  not  pull  into  the  room  by 
myself.. ."D 


"obtrusively"  in  public.  Since  the 
Federal  Supreme  Court  refused  to 
review  the  case,  the  ruling  stands  and 
can  be  applied  throughout  Germany. 
The  case  stemmed  from  the  refusal  of 
dty  officials  in  Aachen  to  allow  a  gay 
organization  to  set  up  an  information 
and  literature  table  in  the  downtown 
area  of  the  city. 

NARGS  representatives  testified  that 
the  Aachen  judgment  "is  phrased  in 
such  vague  terms  that  the  road  is  clear 
for  future  censorship.  Not  only  the  gay 
movement  but  also  other  groups  could 
be  banned  from  the  public." 

Although  the  investigation  has 
received  a  good  deal  of  publicity 
throughout  Europe,  the  German  press 
have  virtually  ignored  the  proceedings. 

Barry  MehlerD 

USSR  says  poet 
no  longer  in  jail 

OTTAWA  —  According  to  Soviet 
officials,  Gennady  Trifonov,  the  gay 
Russian  poet,  has  been  released  from 
prison. 
Trifonov  was  jailed  in  the  spring  of 

1976  under  article  121  of  the  Soviet 
Criminal  Code,  which  prohibits  homo- 
sexual acts  (TBP.  Dec  1978/ Jan  1979). 

The  Soviet  claim  was  relayed  to  the 
Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coal- 
ition (CLGRC)  by  Canada's 
Department  of  External  Affairs.  The 
CLGRC  had  written  to  External  Affairs 
as  part  of  a  campaign  by  the  Inter- 
national Gay  Association  pressuring  for 
Trifonov's  release. 

The  CLGRC  letter  also  brought  up 
the  case  of  Sergei  Paradjanov,  the 
Armenian  filmmaker  imprisoned  in 
1973,  also  under  article  121  (TBP, 
August  1978). 

The  reply  from  External  Affairs  said 
they  had  been  informed  by  their  em- 
bassy in  Moscow  "that  Messrs  Parad- 
janov and  Trifonov  had  been  released 
from  prison  in  the  spring  of  1978."  Des- 
pite the  Soviet  cli*im,  nothing  has  been 
heard  from  Paradjanov  since  August 

1977  and  there  is  speculation  he  may 
have  died.  Nor  has  there  been  any  con- 
firmation that  Trifonov  has  been 
released.  David  GwnuiseD 

Men  and  boys  meet 

NEW  YORK  —  Over  150  people  met 
here  March  24  for  a  day-long  conference 
sponsored  by  the  North  American 
Man/ Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA). 

Various  lesbian  and  gay  groups  in  the 
New  York  City  area  were  invited  to  send 
representatives  to  the  invitation-only 
conference.  Gay  Youth  was  better  repre- 
sented than  at  the  organization's  foun- 
ding conference  in  Boston  in  December 
1978.  Participants  discussed  the  rights  of 
youth,  the  issues  of  force  and  violence 
and  the  radical  potential  of  man /boy 
love,  and  viewed  a  slide  presentation 
illustrating  some  of  the  history  of  boy- 
love. 

In  a  pre-confcrencc  invitation  letter, 
the  organizers  stated  that  a  "new  sense 
of  solidarity  and  mutual  support  is  de- 
veloping among  man /boy  lovers.  Our 
two  main  aims  at  this  conference  are  to 


spur  the  further  organization  of  men 
and  boys  to  lend  each  other  support 
and  to  fight  for  our  freedom,  and  to  ex- 
change views  with  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  to  raise  consciousness  on  the 
subject  of  man /boy  love." 

NAMBLA  membership  has  grown  to 
over  400  people  across  the  continent. 
The  group  can  be  reached  at  NAMBLA, 
PO  Box  2,  Village  Station,  New  York, 
NY  10014,  USA.  D 

Cops  drop  charges 

SYDNEY,  AUST  —  AU  charges  have 
been  dropped  against  72  people  arrested 
for  taking  part  in  an  illegal  procession 
after  the  Fourth  National  Homosexual 
Conference  in  Sydney  last  August. 

According  to  police,  the  decision  to 
drop  the  "illegal  procession"  charges 
followed  submissions  from  the  New 
South  Wales  Council  for  Civil  Liberties. 
The  first  of  the  charges  to  be  heard  in 
court  was  thrown  out  by  the  magistrate 
October  6,  1978. 

Meanwhile,  the  Australian  Union  of 
Students  has  agreed  to  underwrite  basic 
legal  costs  in  the  Greg  Weir  case  for  the 
third  consecutive  year.  Weir  has  been 
battling  for  his  right  to  teach  since 
May  1977.  At  that  time  he  was  refused 
a  jc^  by  the  Queensland  Department  of 
Education  because  of  his  work  organiz- 
ing a  gay  group  in  the  state's  teach- 
ers'college  in  1976. D 

Socialist  party  votes 
support  to  gay  rights 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Puerto  Rican 
Socialist  Party  (PSP)  has  come  out  in 
support  of  gay  rights. 

In  an  overwhelming  69-6  vote  at  the 
party's  recent  congress  in  New  York 
Qty,  delegates  endorsed  a  gay  rights  re- 
solution prepared  by  gay  party 
members. 

The  PSP  is  a  major  opposition  force 
on  the  American-controlled  Caribbean 
island,  and  is  represented  in  Puerto 
Rican  communities  throughout  the 
United  States.  It  is  the  first  Latin  Ameri- 
can party  to  come  out  in  favour  of  gay 
rights. 

"The  anti-gay  movement  has  been 
using  gays  as  scapegoats  to  divide  the 
working  class.  It  is  very  important  for 
the  struggle  of  homosexuals  in  Puerto 
Rico  and  abroad  that  a  major  socialist 
party  has  come  out  on  their  side,"  said 
Victor  Lopez-Tosado,  a  PSP 
spokesperson.  D 

Boy  fights  prom  rule 

CUMBERLAND,  Rl  —  Paul  GUbert,  a 
17-year-old  high  school  student  who 
wanted  to  take  a  male  date  to  his  high 
school  prom,  has  asked  for  help  from 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union. 

Gilbert's  request  to  take  Ed  Miskevich 
to  his  junior  prom  has  been  twice  re- 
jected by  school  officials. 

"Basically  I'm  trying  to  break  the  ice 
for  other  gay  students  so  they  don't  have 
to  fight  as  much  for  their  sexual  orien- 
tation," said  Gilbert,  an  active  member 
in  a  local  gay  youth  group.  "1  see  it  the 
same  as  blacks  wanting  to  use  public 
facilities  in  the  South,"  said 
Miskevich  D 
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IF  YOU  BELIEVE 

organized  religion  is  the  greatest 
enemy  of  gay  liberation, 

we  will  send  you  a  free  copy  of  GALA  Review 
published  by  the  Cay  Atheist  League  of  America 
Write:  GALA,  P.O.Box  14142.  San  Francisco  CA  94114 


by  Ken  Popert 


/^^^^ 

—  X  

1^  V4 

r     :^ 

HOURS: 

^K     MONDAY  b  SATUnOAY- 
^^    II  30  OKI  ID   Midnight 

^F     SUNDAYS- 

Gl  ■fV«^«f^|  Ontario  Registration  no.  1447989 
&  W    I  IcIVd  Catering  to  your  lifestyle  for  over  2  vears. 

205  Wellesley  St.  E..  Toronto.  Call  921-1101 

San  Jiianl^^^ 

ncwWmW    west 

Ft.  Lauderdale 

SAN  FRANCISCO  Wherever... 

See  us  now  for  your  summer  holidays 


Not  happy  with  your 
living  arrangements? 

Looking  for  a  self-contained  room? 
Find  that  apartment  lonely? 


Parliament  Street 

Fully  self-contained  bachelorettes 

Private  bathroom 

Fridge,  stove  and  sink  in  each  unit 

Nine  units  fully  renovated 

with  modern  furnishings 

At  Wellesley,  minutes  from  Yonge 

Start  at  $43  per  week 


Victor  Avenue 

Stove,  fridge  and  sink  in  each  room 

Free  use  of  washer  and  dryer 

Steps  from  Broadview,  two  blocks 

north  of  Gerrard 

1 1  units  —  start  at  $32  per  week 


Tourist  accomodation 
by  the  night  or  weekly 


Call  Don  (465-3287).  Bob  (465-8919) 
or  Ron  (928-9009) 


Gay  business:  its  interests,  and  ours 


Other  Toronto  gays  must  have  been  as 
surprised  as  I  was  by  the  Toronto  Star's 
recent  revelation  that  we  have  our  own 
government  in  this  city.  In  a  three-part 
series.  Star  writers  Helen  Bullock  and 
Christie  Blatchford  designated  George 
Hislop  as  the  "mayor"  of  Toronto  gays 
and  two  other  small  businessmen  as  our 
"aldermen." 

In  the  Star's  stream-of-fatuousness 
style  of  journalism,  this  individual  inan- 
ity is  unremarkable.  But  it  inadvertently 
distills  some  significant  developments.  A 
group  of  small  businessmen  has  appar- 
ertly  established  itself  as  the  visible  poli- 
tical leadership  of  gay  business  inTofon- 
to.  And,  with  the  Right  to  Privacy  Com- 
mittee as  its  vehicle,  gay  business  stands 
ready  to  promote  itself  as  the  leadership 
(rfthe  whole  gay  population. 


The  leap  to  political  dominion  is  not  a 
simple  matter.  There  is  an  existing 
leadership,  based  on  community  organi- 
zations. Gay  businessmen  can't  just 
hang  up  a  sign  announcing  that  they're 
open  for  business  as  gay  leaders  and  ex- 
pect followers  to  walk  in  off  the  street. 
What  is  needed  is  an  opportunity  or 
cause,  and  a  political  vehicle. 

For  gay  business,  last  December's  pol- 
ice attack  on  the  Barracks  steambath 
was  the  opportunity.  And  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee,  set  up  to  conduct 
the  defence  of  the  owners,  employees, 
and  customers  charged,  seems  destined 
to  be  the  vehicle. 

The  Committee  has  eight  members, 
only  two  of  whom  are  members  of  the 
gay  business  party:  Committee  chairper- 
s<m  Michael  Laking  (who  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Lambda  Business  Council), 
and  Peter  Maloney,  formA'ly  a  Liberal 
candidate  and  Canadian  manager  of  the 
Qub  Bath  chain,  now  a  law  student. 

Recently  Maloney  was  instrumental  in 
producing  a  public  convulsion  —  media 
coverage,  pubUc  meetings,  city  council 
condemnation  —  over  an  anti-gay 
article  which  was  published  in  the  metro 
Toronto  police  association  magazine. 
The  former  "guru"  of  gay  business 
( Toronto  Life, '  'The  Rise  of  Gay  Capi- 
tahsm")  achieved  this  altogether  laud- 
able effect  through  the  medium  of  the 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee. 

And,  of  course,  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  most  prominent  of  the 
p)eople  being  defended  by  the  Committee 
are  gay  businessmen,  the  owners  of  the 
Barracks. 

This  growth  in  the  visibility  and  pres- 
tige of  gay  business  and  its  followers 
comes  at  a  time  when  the  democratic 
leadership  of  gay  people  —  our 
community  organizations  —  is  generally 
at  a  low  ebb.  At  a  time  when  gay  people 
are  under  constant  attack  and  in  need  of 
leaders,  gay  business  may  be  ready  to 
step  into  the  vacuum.  And  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility that  democratic  leadership  will  be 
permanently  relegated  to  the  back  seat 
or  even  jettisoned  altogether. 


Now,  the  current  figurehead  for  gay 
business,  George  Hislop,  is  a  commun- 
ity-minded man  with  progressive  ideas. 
As  the  president  of  the  Community 


Homophile  Association  of  Toronto,  he 
established  himself  as  a  democratic 
leader  of  gay  people. 

But  CHAT  has  not  been  with  us  — 
except  in  name  —  for  quite  a  while  now 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  Hislop's  role  in 
the  organization  now  serves  as  a  figleaf 
of  democratic  responsibility  for  gay  bus- 
iness. The  men  who  stand  just  behind 
Hislop  seem  mostly  strangers  to  the 
conununity  organizations  and  some  of 
them  make  no  secret  of  their  hostility  to 
the  gay  movement. 

As  gay  businessmen  see  it,  the  alter- 
native to  gay  oppression  is  the  commer- 
cialization of  gay  life;  the  destiny  of  gay 
people  is  to  become  a  profitable  market, 
particularly  for  gay  businesses.  Now, 
that's  okay.  Gay  businesses  have  a  mat- 
erial interest  in  encouraging  gay  men  to 
come  out,  at  least  as  gay  consumers. 
And  they  create  some  jobs  for  gays 
where  their  sexual  orientation  is  not  a 
problem.  So  we  cannot  doubt  that  gay 
business  has  a  part  to  play  in  starting  the 
process  of  gay  liberation. 


Trouble  is  that  it  has  to  regard  the 
commercialization  of  gay  life  (with  the 
compatible  poUtical  advances:  human 
rights)  not  as  the  beginning  of  gay  libera- 
tion, but  as  its  end.  Gay  demands  which 
cannot  be  met  or  articulated  by  gay  busi- 
ness must  be  either  neglected  or  opposed 
by  gay  business. 

An  illustration:  the  cops.  Most  gays 
have  little  good  to  say  about  cops.  And 
with  good  reason:  police  harassment  is 
probably  the  most  commonly  exper- 
ienced form  of  gay  oppression.  This  fact 
of  everyday  life  finds  its  expression  in 
the  general  opposition  of  the  gay  move- 
ment to  cooperation  with  police  forces. 

But  gay  businessmen  are  forced  to 
take  a  more  ambiguous  attitude  toward 
the  police.  As  gays,  they  experience  the 
police  as  enemies.  But  as  businessmen, 
they  rely  on  the  police  to  protect  their 
businesses  against  theft,  fraud,  extortion 
and  vandalism. 

Perhaps  that  is  why  we  often  hear 
them  and  their  supporters  —  some  gay 
lawyers,  for  example  —  talking  about 
the  need  not  to  offend  "our  friends  on 
the  police  force,"  or  counselling  against 
the  adoption  of  a  hard  line  toward  the 
cops. 

• 

The  quite  legitimate  interests  of  gay 
business  have  to  be  recognized  for  what 
they  are:  special  interests  which  some- 
times coincide  with  the  interests  of  ordi- 
nary gays  and  sometimes  not. 

Gay  business  has  a  role  to  play  in  gay 
liberation  and  should  have  representa- 
tives in  the  ranks  of  gay  leaders.  But  it 
ought  to  be  in  tandem  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  community  organizations, 
which  are  more  likely  to  reflect  the  con- 
cerns of  ordinary  gay  men  and  women. 

Where  gay  businessmen  are  the  domi- 
nant or  only  leaders  of  gay  people,  the 
prospects  for  gay  liberation  are  dismal. 
It  is  the  responsibility  of  activists  and 
community  groups  to  preclude  such  a 
disaster  in  Toronto  by  taking  up  once 
again  a  leading  political  role. 

If  we  ever  do  have  our  own  mayor  and 
aldermen,  I  want  it  to  be  because  we 
elected  them,  thanks.  D 
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by  John  Forbes 


That  was  the  weak  that  was 


I  realize  that  it's  a  little  late  in  the  year  to 
be  going  on  with  a  summation  of  1978. 
After  all,  spring  is  with  us  as  those  dried 
tubers  awake  and  the  downfill  cover-up 
begins  to  melt.  Who  wants  a  replay  of 
'78?  Especially  here  in  Twee-Town 
where  the  folks  are  so  Life  Affirming  in 
their  dour,  scone-bitten  way.  Well,  the 
tiresome  truth  is  that  I  missed  my  last 
deadline  for  TBP  due  to  an  ongoing  case 
of  sluggishness  mixt  with  a  deadly  dose 
of  typewriter  angst.  Very  bad.  You  miss 
a  deadline  and  what  was  yesterday's 
New  Year's  razz  begins  to  look  like  a  re- 
heated TV  dinner.  The  only  thing  to  do 
in  a  case  like  this  is  to  run  it  and  let  the 
beads  fall  where  they  may.  So,  let's  have 
one  more  "Knees  Up  Mother  Brown" 
go  at  it,  shall  we?  1978  or  12  months  of 
Saran- Wrapped  bondage. 

The  Year  of  the  Butch  Queer 

Ringside  to  those  rocky  virtues  of  one 
Sylvester  Stallone,  battalions  of  Dudes, 
Ranu'ods,  Top  Hands  and  Dress  Design- 
ers revelled  in  a  giddy  return  to  macho. 
Ponderously  these  replicas  of  the  Italian 
Stallion  pounded  'round  every  comer 
beat.  They  also  produced  an  extraordin- 
ary amount  of  Halston-heady  sweat 
within  the  locker  rooms  of  the  nation. 
This,  in  turn,  schooled  some  dreadful 
Superman  copy.  Journalistic  wags 
termed  the  new  method  of  reproduction 
"The  New  Narcissism."  It  was  not  — 
just  faulty  xerography. 

This  crew  was  like  kryptonite  to  any- 
one elegant  enough  to  maintain  the  rak- 
ish Garbo  stance  and  svelt  Crawford 
mein.  Our  lady  of  the  flowers.  Andro- 
gyny, had  been  Lindsay  Kemped  to  a 
divine  death.  Even  Punk  seemed  just  an- 
other popper  on  the  horizon....  And 
New  Wave?  We'll  get  to  that  one  later. 

Science  insured  the  trend  a  healthy 
future  by  dehvering  the  first  of  the  test- 
tube  babies. 

Currently,  the  fashionable  dingalings 
report  a  continuing  trendancy  toward 
sportswear  for  '79.  Since  we  seem  to  be 
steeped  in  the  sweat  of  the  jog  suit  and 
the  athlete's  foot  of  the  running  shoe, 
someone  should  get  busy  at  writing  the 
world's  first  gay  tennis  novel.  Proposed 
title:  "BALLS."  This  should  have  wide 


appeal  and  could  be  read  at  the  beach 
with  or  without  the  aid  of  one  of  those 
neat  sun  visors. 

Fingering  the  New  Wave 

Everyone  here  wanted  to  be  Patti 
Smith  —  and  succeeded.  Trashed  hair, 
rehashed  Ivy  League,  tattered  sneakers, 
ThePogo-Watusi. 

In  overwhelming  ways  this  had  much 
of  the  charm  and  ambiance  of  a  free- 
ruiming  Moebius  of  old  Donna  Reed 
Shows  —  though  treated  as  fun.  It 
should  be  said  that  in  leaving  the  dayglo 
of  the  60s  far  behind,  a  younger  genera- 
tion merely  re-issued  much  whoopee- 
cushion  razzle  of  those  flatulent  50s. 
Musically  speaking,  it  may  be  a  send-up 
to  sing  about  chipping  Mommy's 
Coming  Ware;  so  long  as  you  keep  in 
mind  that  the  60s  would  have  found  it 
vogue  simply  to  throw  the  whole  thing, 
casserole  and  all,  out  the  window. 

I  am  inspired  though,  down  to  my 
ruby  red  tap  shoes,  with  the  certain 
knowledge  that  Elvis  Costello  is  not 
about  to  join  the  "Y." 

Village  Persons 

"Are  they  not  men?" 
"No,  they  is  androids." 


"Are  You  Kneeling  with  me, 
Jesus?" 

According  to  piety  pimp  and  chicken 
protector  the  rev  Ken  Campbell,  Jesus 
has  joined  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Anti- 
Fag.  Or  to  put  it  into  Ken's  deft  evan- 
gelese,  Jesus  "characterized  it  as  forni- 
cation." Such  an  "it,"  such  an  act,  must 
surely  come  as  a  surprise  to  various 
heterosexuals,  dictionary  compilers  and 
most  non-evangelical  biblical  scholars. 
These  people  have  it  all  wrong  —  only 
Kenny  gets  it  right.  Now  it  is  indeed 
]X)ssible  to  ask  that  overwhelming  ques- 
tion: are  heterosexual  acts  really  homo- 
sexual in  origin?  The  first  person  to  suc- 
cessfully answer  this  question  receives  a 
complimentary  Sermonette  at  the  church 
of  one's  choice.  Plus  a  crack  at  uncover- 
ing the  most  salacious  of  Babs  Cart- 
land  novels  for  the  good  rev  to  have 
banned. 


Another  hit  man  in  our  list  of  groovy  guys  is  that  gladbag  swinger  for  '  'Normalcy, ' '  Claire- 
the-boy-Hoy.  Claire-boy  refers  to  us  as  nothing  but  a  bunch  of  decently-indecent  and  indecent- 
ly-decent sleazebags.  (Perhaps  he's  confusing  us  with  those  bags  from  Ziggy's,  that  famous 
rendezvous-over-the-Camembert-counter  deli.}  This  bag  man  and  hair-transplant  candidate 
needs  to  be  shown  a  thing  or  two.  First  of  all,  never  call  us  by  a  new  name.  This  is  taxing  and 
means  that  we  shall  call  forth  our  best  efforts  to  live  up  to  a  new  stereotype.  Or,  secondly,  we 
will  take  the  outburst  and  dissolve  it  into  some  lively  conceptual  art.  Such  is  my  visual  rejoin- 
der for  Sleazebags. 

Thus,  in  the  tradition  of  Bloomingdale's  Bag  Lady  series,  I  present  my  Spring  Collection 
{^Sleazebags.  Use  them  proudly.  [". 


Figure  I:  The  "Decent" Sleazebag 

i^v^  Sisal  twine  handle 

Tough-mocha 
cotton  fabric 


Figure!:  The  "Indecent" Sleazebag 


T<wt  banner  with 
chocolate  script 


Nyion  twine  handle 


Excessively  slick  vinyl 
In  hot-triangle  pink 


Crtrmon  banner  with 
lavender  script 
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LAUNDRY  ISNT  THE  ONLY  THING 
TO  DO  ON  SUNDAYS 

Regis  Film  Programme  has  great  classic  films 
at  Innis  Town  Hall  on  Sundays. 
For  information,  call  960-1442. 

REGIS  FILM  PROGRAMME,  BOX  102,  STATION  P,  TORONTO,  ON  M5S  2J0 


CANADA'S    OLDEST   PENPAL  CLUB    FOR   GAY    MEN 

GAVfllATEl 

members    across    Canada  and    US- 
P.O.Box    3043b,  Saskatoon,  Sask.    S7K  3S9 


Specializing  in  rural,  recreational  and  fun  properties. 

Many  secluded  with  homes  and  cottages  of  exquisite  design  and  style. 

This  week's  special  situated  on  3  acres  of  wooded  splendor, 
mature  maples,  beach  and  oak  secluded  in  fairyland  setting.  A  gingerbread 
home  built  with  enthusiasm  of  2-storey  cathedral,  open  beam  concept, 
ertiancing  fireplace,  hand-hewn  doorknobs,  custom  trim,  cute  little  bam 
and  trout  pond.  Only  $65,000. 


K<^i 


REAL  ESTATE  LTD. 

R.R.  #6,  COBOURG,  ONTARIO,    K9A  4J9 


Cobourg.  372-5497 
Colborne,  355-3522 


REALTOR 


I  THE  EDGE  AND  Q-107  PRESENT  ON  STAGE  I 

WINNER!  BEST  OFF  B'WAY  SHOW! 
and  BEST  ACTRESS!  —  sohonews,  1973 


FOUOWING 

5MTHS  IN  NEW  YORK 

3  MTHS.  IN  SAN  FRANQSCO 


last  of  the  pink  hot  strippers 

90  minutes  of  non-stop  laughter  — 

1 1  characters  in  a  mystery  plot  that  has  to  be  seen  to  be 

believed.  Liable  to  give  trash  a  good  name!  Divine  is 

Divine!  I  recommend  it!"  ^^        — Clive  Barnes,  N.  Y.  Post 

MUSIC 
HALL 

DANFORTH  AT  BROADVIEW  SUBWAY  463- 11 86 

^r  Jir/'V  Advance  tickets  available  at  all  B A^S 
locations.  Or  call  923  3080  and  use  your  Chargex 
or  Master  Charge. 
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Human  Rights  Commissions  and  Minority  Rights 

A  discussion  of  the  role  of  these  commissions 
in  the  struggle  for  civil  rights  and  gay  rights, 

featuring: 

Gordon  Fairweather,  Chief  Commissioner, 

Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission 

Representatives  of  human  rights  commissions 

in  British  Columbia,  Saskatchewan,  Quebec,  Ontario 

and  Prince  Edward  Island 

and  representatives  of  the  gay  movement 

• 

Other  panels  and  workshops 

Demonstration  and  rally 

Films,  dances,  art  exhibits,  book  sales 

7th  annual  conference  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
Tieme  congres  annuel  pour  lesbiennes  et  gais 

Ottawa^  June  27juin  —  July  Ijuillet  1979 

Pre-conference  activities  start  June  15 
Activity  sociales  des  le  ISjuin 

Sponsored  by  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
Parrain4par  le  Coalition  canadienne  pour  les  droits  des  lesbiennes  et  des  gais 


1000  Lesbians 


Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council  presents  a 

HOT  AFFAIR 

a  gay  pre-summer  dance 
May  26,  1979        9  PM 

The  St  Lawrence  Market  North  (at  Front  Street) 

All  profits  in  aid  of  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee 


2481   Yonge 
Street  (at 
Castlefield) 
in  Toronto 

InTouch S2.50 

Mandate $2.25 

Blueboy $3.00 

Advocate $1.00 

Numbers $3.00 

Q  International $4.00 

Open  8  AM -6  PM 

(416)486-8739 

Mail  orders  are  now  being  accepted.  Add 
50«  per  magazine  for  postage  and  hand- 
ling. Prompt  delivery- assured. 

We  buy  and  sell  pocket  books  and  old 
copies  of  B/wefeo^,  Mandate  ind  In  Touch. 


John  R.  Higgins 

is  pleased  to  announce 
the  opening  of  his  office 

for  the  practice  of  law 
in  partnership  with 
Margot  J.  Hallnnan 

under  the  firm  name  of 
Hallman  &  Higgins 


129  John  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5V  2E2 


977-0477 


The  potential  of  our  vision 


The  author.  Judy  Quintan,  presented  the 
following  at  the  women 's  studies  course 
at  the  University  of  Toronto  in  1973. 
Courtesy:  Women's  Archives. 

I  am  a  lesbian.  Because  I  am  a  lesbian  I 
can  enjoy  equal  relationships  with  the 
people  I  love.  I  can  devote  my  life  to  a 
career  or  a  cause  without  suffering  guilt 
for  leaving  a  husband  to  cope  without 
me.  But,  also  because  I  am  a  lesbian,  I 
can  lose  that  job  or  alienate  that  cause 
because  the  people  around  me  are 
threatened.  I  can  be  jailed,  beaten,  and 
have  my  children  taken  away  from  me.  I 
can  be  marked  by  society  as  a  sexual  de- 
viant, as  disturbed.  I  can  be  presented  as 
a  pornographic  fantasy  in  the  media  of  a 
sick  society. 

Because  I  am  a  radical  lesbian  I  am 
willing  to  risk  ridicule,  and  comfort,  and 
job  and  my  personal  freedom  for  the 
sake  of  my  lesbian  sisters.  I  am  conunit- 
ted  to  fighting  in  the  streets,  on  the  job, 
in  the  courts,  in  the  jails,  in  the  mental 
institutions  and  in  the  bedrooms  of  the 
nation  to  free  all  of  us  who  are  cowering 
under  the  oppression  of  the  heterosexual 
ethic. 

I  am  a  radical  \esb\&n  feminist.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  power  of  groups  of  people,  in 
the  careful  analysis  and  destruction  of 
systems  that  oppress  us.  I  believe  that 
until  all  people  are  free  no-one  is  free, 
that  the  victims  of  an  oppressive  system 
are  those  who  will  rise  up  to  destroy  that 
system,  and  create  a  just  alternative. 

None  of  the  systems  that  oppress 
people  are  mutually  exclusive.  They  are 
a  complicated  web  of  interlocking  dev- 
ices, which  combine  to  form  new  sys- 
tems and  more  insidious  types  of  oppres- 
sion. This  is  their  power.  They  set  us  up 
against  one  another  if  we  are  too  short- 
sighted to  see  their  interrelationship. 
There  is  no  gain  in  falling  into  the  traps 
set  for  us  where  we  see  feminism  and 
socialism  as  contradictory,  or 
nationalism  and  anti-imperialism,  or 
third  world  liberation  and  working  class 
struggles. 

Because  I  am  a  woman,  I  identify  the 
first  system  of  my  oppression  as  the  pat- 
riarchal system.  This  system  is  not  pri- 
mary in  the  oppression  of  all  people; 
there  is  no  primary  system.  How  you  are 
oppressed  depends  on  who  you  are.  I  am 
a  woman,  I  must  fight  the  system  that 
keeps  me  down  for  being  a  woman. 

Patriarchy  has  developed  in  a  clear 
historical  progression  since  its  birth  six 
to  eight  thousand  years  ago.  It  is  respon- 
sit)le  for  burning  tens  of  thousands  of 
women  who  dared  to  beUeve  in  their 
own  power.  It  is  responsible  for  veiling 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  women  — 
deeming  each  of  them  the  private 
property  of  some  man.  It  is  responsible 
for  the  rape  of  millions  of  women 
every  year  and  the  beating  and  murder- 
ing of  countless  others,  l>ecause  it 
deems  all  of  them  the  public  property 
of  all  men. 

Patriarchy  is  the  system  responsible 
for,  and  maintained  by,  the  family, 
headed  by  the  husand,  mediated  by  the 
wife  and  controlling  the  children.  It  is 
responsible  for  stealing  our  sexuality  and 
selling  it  back  to  us  at  a  profit,  for  pay- 
ing women  half-time  wages  for  two  full- 


time  jobs,  for  controlling  our  lives  and 
our  bodies,  ignoring  our  health,  sup- 
pressiog  our  genius,  stripping  our  pride, 
and  then  turning  around  and  blaming  us 
for  our  own  weakness. 

Another  system  that  oppresses  us  is 
capitalism  —  a  system  whereby  many 
people  work  to  produce  goods  which  are 
then  sold  for  the  profit  of  a  few.  Capi- 
talism fits  in  very  well  with  patriarchy.  It 
uses  patriarchal  morality  to  keep  the 
workers  apart.  It  uses  women  as  con- 
sumers, producers  of  goods,  and  repro- 
ducers of  labour  power.  It  manipulates 
women  according  to  the  needs  of  its  own 
instabilities,  so  that  we  are  a  reserve  to 
be  pulled  into  the  labour  force  in  time  of 
boom  or  war,  and  pushed  out  in  times  of 
crisis. 

What  am  I,  as  a  radical  lesbian  femin- 
ist, doing  here  —  and  why  do  I  identify 
myself  as  a  radical  lesbian  feminist  in  the 
first  place? 

One  of  the  basic  assumptions  of  the 
patriarchy  is  that  all  women  are  attract- 
ed to  all  men  by  some  basic  biological 
urge.  Think  about  it.  What  else  would 
keep  women  in  such  a  state  of  servitude? 
What  else  would  explain  the  arrogance 
of  patriarchy?  How  could  it  function 
except  by  assuming  1)  that  women  need 
men  to  survive,  so  we'll  do  anything  to 
keep  them,  and  2)  that  this  is  the  natural 
order  of  all  human  societies. 

So,  with  these  assumptions,  I,  as  a 
lesbian,  am  seen  as  a  misfit  —  a  genetic 
fault  in  a  smoothly  running  biological 
reality.  I  must  be  abnormal,  sick  —  I 
may  or  may  not  be  curable.  I  may  or 
may  not  be  tolerable.  But  when  I  turn 
around  and  say  NO.  1AM A  STRONG 
PERSON ,  then,  my  very  existence  chal- 
lenges that  order.  When  I  say  I  am  not  a 
freak  to  be  tolerated  and  simply  given  a 
few  more  civil  rights  and  a  few  more 
psychiatric  apologies;  when  I  say  that  all 
women  carry  within  them  the  potential 
of  lesbianism  and  that  this  potential 
must  be  explored  whether  or  not  it  is 
acted  upon;  when  I  say  any  woman  can 
live  without  men,  and  that  women  can 
built  a  movement  for  our  own  freedom 
without  men  —  then  I  am  questioning 
the  patriarchy  —  the  roots  of  its  exist- 
ence. 

Before  patriarchy  can  be  changed  the 
victims  of  patriarchy  must  rise  up 
against  it,  face  it,  identify  it,  seek  it  out 
in  the  recesses  of  our  own  minds  and 
everywhere  around  us.  The  victims  of 
patriarchy  are  women  —  that  is  why 
there  is  a  women's  movement. 

To  know  your  enemy,  to  understand 
your  enemy,  to  want  to  destroy  your 
enemy;  this  is  not  enough.  When  a 
group  of  people  rises  up  to  fight,  the 
impetus  comes  from  something  more 
than  recognizing  oppression.  It  isn't 
hatred  of  men  that  will  keep  women 
fighting.  It  is  self-pride,  self-love  and 
love  of  people.  In  the  course  of  fighting, 
we  discover  the  potential  of  our  vision. 
Within  the  women's  movement,  the  cry 
of  "sisterhood  is  powerful"  grew  out  of 
a  real  understanding  of  our  capacity  to 
love  one  another.  We  knew  then,  and  we 
know  even  better  now,  what  solidarity 
between  women  is  all  about.  The 
strength  of  our  struggle  has  been,  and  al- 
ways will  be,  dependent  on  our  capacity 
to  believe  in  ourselves  and  each  other.  D 
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Jane  Rule  was  spending  a  restorative  winter  in  the  sunny  California  desert. 

Marie-Claire  Blais flew  down  to  visit  for  the  month  of  February.  Together,  two 

of  Canada 's  best-known  writers  spent  hours  poring  over  the  more  than  forty  manuscripts 

submitted  to  The  Body  Politic's first  Great  Canadian  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest. 

And  finally,  they  settled  on  four  prize-winning  entries.  We're  pleased 

to  announce  them  here. 
First  prize  of  $400  goes  to  Mary  Schendlinger  of  Vancouver. 
Her  story  appears  here.  Susan  Hamilton,  also  of  Vancouver,  wins 
the  $200  second  prize  and  Miranda  Geminiiof  Vancouver  and  DMunro,  a  Canadian 

living  in  the  US,  tie  for  the  $100  third  prize. 

'  'Both  of  us  really  enjoyed  the  job, ' '  wrote  Jane  after  it  was  over. 

In  fact,  the  contest  was  her  idea.  There  was  such  a  dearth  of  published  fiction 

reflecting  the  variety  of  lesbian  experience  in  Canada  that  she  felt  there  had  to  be 

some  positive  encouragement.  That 's  when  she  and  Marie-Claire  agreed 

to  offer  themselves  as  judges.  The  Body  Politic  will  be  publishing 

the  remaining  winners  over  the  next  few  months;  we  may  publish  a  few  of  the 

other  entries  as  well.  A  nd  we  definitely  hope  to  arrange 

for  the  contest  to  happen  again  next  year. 

Congratulations  to  the  winners,  many  thanks  to  the  judges, 

and  to  everyone  else  —  pleasant  reading. 


The  Sickbed 

by  Mary  Schendlinger 


H\t 


,  y  back  has  begun  to  hurt  in  the  same  old  way  and  I  had  to  call 
and  cancel  lunch  and  dinner  and  some  other  things.  I  know  what  it  is,  I  have 
this,  it  recurs  and  after  a  day  or  two  I  get  better.  Today  I  am  getting  worse. 
Colette  takes  a  look  at  me  and  says.  What's  wrong  with^'OM?  Uhhh,  I 
answer.  She  is  a  bustler.  She  starts  bustling.  Rolls  me  out  of  my  room  and  in 
front  of  the  TV ,  plugs  her  heating  pad  into  the  wall ,  piles  me  up  against  it  in  a 
corner  of  the  couch ,  turns  on  the  soap  operas  and  strides  merrily  out  into  the 
afternoon.  A  nice  one,  too. 

Anticipating  the  evening,  when  my  week  to  live  with  the  children 
commences,  I  put  in  a  day's  worth  of  sleep.  I  wake  up  to  the  sounds  of  Colette 
and  Max  having  a  grave,  whispered  conversation  about  my  condition.  She  is 
urging  him  to  forbid  me  to  go  home  and  try  to  take  care  of  the  kids.  We  are  all 
so  good  at  looking  after  everyone  but  ourselves.  He  has  never  forbidden  me  to 
do  anything. 

It  will  go  away,  I  want  it  to  go  away.  Idon't  want  more  than  a  nodding 
relationship  with  illness. 

Fi-bro-si-tis:  An  inflamation  of  the  muscle  sheath  and  connective  tissue. 
So  says  the  good  doctor.  To  me  it  means  unspeakable  pain  on  my  left  side  — 
neck,  back  and  arm.  Rona  drove  me  to  his  office.  It  seemed  like  hours:  hours 


waiting  for  him  in  the  little  white  room,  hours  putting  on  my  clothes,  hours  in 
X-ray  —  I  almost  passed  out  in  that  X-ray  place,  in  my  paper  dress  with  a 
three- year-old  copy  of  Peop/e  magazine.  I  am  amazed  at  how  Httle  I  care 
about  what  the  BPs  were  doing  three  years  ago.  I  ooze  out  of  the  room,  Rona 
finishes  dressing  me,  I  am  apologizing  (that  part  of  me  functions  no  matter 
what  —  automatic  pilot).  She  looks  at  me  and  says,  we  could  always  try 
euthanasia.  A  little  entertainment  for  the  people  waiting  to  have  blood  drawn 
by  the  lab. 

I  put  in  a  trouble  call  to  Max.  Will  he  come  home  early  and  do  his  time 
with  the  children  so  I  can  go  away  and  be  in  pain  for  a  while?  They  are  so 
wonderful  to  me,  but  I  need  more  than  their  love;  they  can't  drive  themselves 
to  school  and  day  care,  and  they  can't  cook,  unless  I  didn't  mind  living  on 
hard-boiled  eggs  and  tomato  soup  and  rice  krispy  squares.  No,  I  will  move  to 
Sarah,  Rona,  and  Lynn's  house. 

My  whole  left  side  is  in  dreadful  pain.  And  the  other  overwhelming  thing 
is  fear.  The  line  is,  what  have  I  done  to  myself?  It  is  echoed,  in  various  forms, 
by  friends  and  visitors.  You  should  take  it  easy,  they  say  to  me,  the  number  of 
things  you  try  to  do,  no  wonder  you  got  sick .  It's  like  all  the  worst  of  gestalt 
therapy  and  eastern  philosophy  rolled  into  one.  It's  your  own  shitty  karma. 
It's  because  you  were  bad  and  didn't  take  care  of  yourself.  OK,  I'll  wear  the 
shoe  if  it  fits,  but  how  to  tell?  I  suppose  it  could  be  another  one  of  those  times 
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when  due  to  lack  of  rest  my  body  has  been  cancelled.  Last  time  it  was  madness, 
this  time  it's  pain.  All  right,  I  have  overwhelmed  myself.  I  think  the  way  to  get 
through  it  is  to  turn  to  some  area  of  my  life  that  is  safe,  and  secure,  and  solid, 
and  deal  from  there. 

Lord  love  a  duck ,  when  I  fell  in  love  with  Sarah  I  gave  up  the  last  area 

of  my  life  that  qualified.  Every  nourishing  thing  I  do  is  some  kind  of  uphill 
fight.  First  I  decide  Max  and  I  should  become  the  neighbourhood  outcasts  by 
raising  our  children  in  a  humane  fashion.  And  we  all  pay  the  price  for  that 
every  day  of  our  lives .  Then  I  go  to  work  in  a  women's  business  that  is  about  to 
lose  its  shirt .  And  get  myself  so  involved  with  the  work  and  the  people  that 
there  is  no  hope  of  ever  again  wanting  a  normal  work  life.  Then  I  leave  my 
husband  and  we  embark  on  this  cockamamie,  egalitarian  child-raising  system 
that  involves  moving  every  week,  not  to  mention  the  stress  of  raising  children 
together  when  we  don't  Hve  together  or  even  talk  much.  And  then,  to  top  it  all 
off,  I  fall  in  love  with  Sarah.  It's  quite  a  plateful.  But  I  want  it  all.  And  I  mean 
to  have  it.  Does  the  illness  mean  I  can't  do  it?  That  I  will  have  to  give 
something  up?  No.  No  discussion.  What  would  I  give  up?  No.  I  will  simply 
have  to  change  the  world. 
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ut  as  I  Ue  here  and  the  pain  doesn't  recede  for  hours  on  end  sometimes, 
I  start  wondering,  and  making  bargains.  OK,  trade  you  myjob  for  my  health. 

Trade  you  my  kids  for  the  use  of  my  left  arm. 

What's  done  me  in  isn't  the  big  things,  really,  anyway.  It's  the  stuff  they 
are  made  of.  The  driving  one-and-a-half  hours  a  day  so  the  children  can  have  a 
decent  alternative  to  public  school.  It's  the  struggling  with  Sarah  as  we  elbow 
into  each  other's  lives.  It's  the  typesetting,  oh  the  typesetting.  It  may  have 
made  me  sick .  The  X-rays  show  I  am  growing  this  little  typesetter's  node  in  my 
neck ,  my  trophy  for  this  new  angle  in  my  career . 

And  it's  the  being  with  friends.  The  night  before  I  got  sick  I  was  on  my 
way  to  bed  for  a  nap  and  Lynn  called  and  said  come,  and  I  went.  It's  true,  I 
gave  up  the  nap.  It  didn't  really  represent  a  choice.  Lynn  was  shut  away  in  an 
apartment  hotel  with  her  sick  mother,  whom  she  had  just  sprung  from  the 
psychiatric  lockup  and  brought  back  to  Vancouver  with  her.  The  mother  was 
going  around  saying,  I  shouldn't  have  left,  I  should  go  back  for  more  shock 
treatments. 

That '  s  what  Lynn  was  doing .  I ,  on  the  other  hand ,  was  going  for  a  nap . 
Should  I  have  said  no? 

Overwork.  Oh,  not  that  again.  It's  everyone's  automatic  response: 
you're  working  too  hard.  Don't  they  know  me,  don't  they  know  that's  what  I 
do?  The  people  I  work  with  are  awful  hypocrites.  We  all  run  around  working 
too  hard  and  worrying  about  each  other's  overworking.  Jane  going  in  to  the 
office  on  Sundays  and  me  going  in  on  the  same  Sundays  and  it's  a  fight  to  the 


finish,  who  will  be  the  first  to  say  to  the  other,  in  stern  tones,  what  are  you 
doing  here  —  you  should  be  home  resting. 

Maybe  I  don't  do  enough  for  myself.  Other  people  talk  about  doing 
things  for  themselves :  I  treated  myself  to  a  sauna,  I  let  myself  go  to  bed  early,  I 
gave  myself  space  to  exercise,  to  do  this,  to  do  that .  I  feel  out  of  step  with  these 
people.  When  I  do  those  things,  I  am  not  letting  myself  do  them,  I  am  making 
myself  do  them .  When  I  do  something  for  myself,  it  is  always  eating  too  much 
of  the  wrong  food,  or  letting  myself  stay  up  for  the  late  movie  and  then  feeling 
crummy  all  the  next  day,  or  letting  myself  spend  too  much  money  and  then  not 
having  enough  for  gas . 

What  I  need  is  a  fibrositis  detector.  When  it's  around  the  corner,  ready  to 
pounce,  an  alarm  will  sound  and  I  can  buy  it  off  with  a  few  nights'  sleep  or  a 
day  in  the  sun.  And  then  it  will  leave  me  alone  for  a  while. 

I  am  awed  at  my  capacity  to  deny  pain.  Katherine  had  planned  to  come  to 
dinner.  Did  I  call  it  off,  even  though  Katherine's  one  of  my  oldest  friends  in 
Vancouver  and  would  come  any  time?  I  did  not .  I  got  Sarah  to  make  dinner . 
Katherine  comes  in,  I  am  huddled  arthritically  on  the  couch —  Do  I  have 
the  wrong  night?  What's  happening?  she  asks.  Oh  no,  I  say,  moving  myself 
and  the  heating  pad  to  the  dining  room .  Oh  no .  Sit  down  and  eat .  ...  We  can 
do  this  another  night,  she  says,  looking  at  me  as  if  I  am  nuts,  which  I  am.  No, 
no ,  I  insist .  And  we  proceed  to  have  a  nice  dinner  and  chat  and  I  drive  her 
home  and  on  the  way  home  I  am  almost  faint  with  pain.  Carry  on  as  if  it 
weren't  there  —  the  most  obstinate,  indirect  way  of  resisting  it. 

Jane  brings  me  warmth,  Valpolicellaandcrackerjacks.  Indulgences.' 
Oh,  Jane.  A  friend  in  need. 

Or  maybe  now  that  I've  been  sick  a  week,  people  figure,  oh,  what  the 
hell,  it's  late,  she  should  enjoy  herself.  A  cancer  patient  spending  too  much 
money  on  a  trip  to  Europe.  A  dying  emphysema  victim  chain-smoking.  A 
pregnant  woman  screwing  to  beat  the  band. 

Twelfth  day  of  constant  agony.  Rona  comes  home  from  Jocelyn's  and 
Myra'  s  house  with  little  dots  drawn  on  her  body  with  a  pen .  They  are 
acupressure  points.  Rona  and  Sarah  get  on  each  side  of  me  and,  using  Rona's 
bodyasamap,  they  lean  on  my  points.  I  am  instructed  to  scream.  I  roar 
throughout  because  it  really  hurts.  Afterwards  it  feels  great  for  a  while, 
whether  because  of  the  pressure,  or  the  screaming,  or  all  that  attention,  I 
don't  know. 

The  red  pills  do  not  help.  Neither  does  valium  or  Valpolicella.  Valpoh- 
cella  comes  closest.  That  and  sex.  I  wonder  how  Sarah  would  like  to  stay  home 
all  day  every  day  and  keep  me  in  a  constant  state  of  sexual  excitement,  because 
when  she  does,  I  feel  every  fibre  in  my  body  and  the  soreness  mysteriously 
goes. 
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Oh  God  if  all  of  this  is  a  bid  for  Sarah's  affection  I  will  kill  myself.  A  case 
could  be  made  for  the  fact  that  before  I  landed  in  her  bed,  immobile,  we  really 
didn't  have  enough  time  for  each  other,  or  the  space  to  work  stuff  out  the  way 
we  should  to  get  off  to  a  decent  start.  We  really  didn't  have  time  for  a  honey- 
moon. No,  I  don't  think  I  can  allow  this  line  of  questioning,  counsellor.  I 
don't  want  to  imagine  myself  becoming  dreadfully  sick  so  that  I  would  have  to 
move  in  here  and no. 

A  strange  rash  has  appeared  on  my  chest. 


M 


.yra  came  over  with  a  cigar-shaped  object  that  smelled  like  a  joint, 
and  held  its  burning  tip  near  some  apparently  significant  points  in  my  body. 
She  held  my  wrist  and  said,  in  that  soft,  comforting  voice,  you're  very  low  on 

water,  and  wood,  and  fire,  and She  also  told  me  to  cry.  Myra,  your  advice 

is  so  good  that  I' ve  been  taking  it  for  two  weeks  already.  Every  day.  That's  all 
I  can  do.  I  cry  because  I  hate  myself  sick,  I  cry  because  I  hate  my  remembered 
well  self.  I  also  cry  because  I'm  afraid  that  it's  all  my  own  foolish  doing,  that  I 
have  overworked  and  have  given  myself  a  permanent  condition.  Yes,  it  feels 
like  forever.  In  both  directions.  I  can't  remember  what  health  felt  like,  except 
in  an  objective  way.  Once  upon  a  time  I  too  could  comb  my  hair.  Once  upon  a 
time  I  too  could  sit  in  a  car.  Once  I  could  sleep  for  more  than  half  an  hour  at  a 
time.  There  are  books  around  that  I  have  typeset  —  living  proof  that  once  I 
could  move  this  arm. 

I  had  a  favourable  Tarot  reading .  Of  course  when  Lynn  reads  the  Tarot 
she  sees  good  possibilities  in  all  the  cards.  It  said  if  I  would  confront  The 
Hierophant,  I  would  have  the  world.  My  outcome  card  was  The  World,  a 
beautiful  card.  Try  as  I  might,  I  could  not  find  one  sinister  implication  in  it. 
Now  all  I  have  to  do  is  figure  out  what  The  Hierophant  is. 

How  much  more  of  this  can  my  friends  take?  These  women  have  things  to 
do.  How  do  they  make  room  for  me,  when  all  I  do  is  lie  around  crying, 
complaining,  the  original  Hoover.  Lynn's  just  had  this  awful  bout  with  her 
mother  and  all,  and  she  goes  out  counselling  raped  women,  and  then  she 
comes  in  here  and  my  lines  are  I'm  tired  of  fighting,  I'm  sick,  I've  had  enough. 

At  four  I  woke  up  in  agony  and  you  held  me  and  held  me  and  listened,  on 
and  on  about  how  scared  I  am  of  my  body,  and  how  afraid  I  am  of  the  things  it 
will  do  to  me,  and  has  done  to  me,  without  asking  first.  And  the  awful  anxiety 
attacks  I  used  to  have  when  I  was  young,  not  just  the  anxiety  but  the  physical 
accompaniment  —  surprise  attacks  of  the  hives,  or  the  asthma,  or  the  swell- 
ing face  and  hands,  or  the  itching.  And  how  the  attacks  always  accompanied  a 
release  of  energy .  And  how  Sunday  just  before  the  rash  came  we  had  made 
love  until  the  cows  came  home,  and  then  the  rash,  and  how  afraid  I  was  that 


they  were  connected.  And  you  listened,  and  held,  and  you  were  a  warm  soft 
envelope  saying  no,  you  come  from  a  clear  and  strong  body,  and  it  is  sick  now 
but  it  will  get  well. 

Lynn  took  me  to  the  doctor  today  and  we  drove  over  the  viaduct  by 
mistake  and  we  were  busted  for  speeding.  And  the  rash  has  spread.  But 
doctor ,  I  seem  to  be  in  constant  pain.  Yes ,  well ,  he  says ,  that ' s  to  be  expected . 

In  a  way  I  am  really  sick  of  telling  myself  and  letting  others  tell  me 
(however  diplomatic  or  oblique  the  terms)  that  I  am  somehow  responsible  for 
this.  Ergo  I  deserve  it.  Yes,  I  overwork.  Yes,  my  life  is  a  series  of  mad  dashes, 
followed  by  periods  of  collapse,  but  that's  OK.  I  don't  have  to  be  a  long- 
distance runner.  Overdrive  agrees  with  me.  But  it's  true  there  must  be 
compromises.  For  example,  I  cannot  cheat  my  body  out  of  enough  rest.  For 
the  last  month  I  have  demanded  a  lot  of  it .  Staying  up  all  night  making  out 
with  Sarah,  or  else  staying  up  all  night  fantasizing  about  making  out  with 
Sarah,  or  writing  about  making  out  with  Sarah,  etc  etc.  And  then  there  is  work 
and  children,  and  work,  and  children,  and  work,  and  children.  So,  more  sleep 
please.  I  cannot  change  my  lifestyle  right  away  but  I  can  start  getting  enough 
sleep. 

Jane  and  Rachel  bring  calve's  foot  jelly  and  pastries  from  Chinatown. 
Pat  and  Nikki  bring  pastries  from  Commercial  Drive.  My  friends.  They  know 
how  I  feel  about  sugar.  Then  Rona  and  I  and  Nikki  dress  Pat  for  her  night 
out  —  myoveralls,  Rona's  shirt,  Nikki's  handkerchief.  Rona  says  if  I  drink 
any  more  Valpolicella  I'll  start  speaking  Italian. 


T 

JLhi: 


.his  rash.  It's  all  over  my  body  now.  People  drop  in  and  examine  it  and 
everyone  has  different  advice,  like  they  do  about  the  back  and  arm.  It's  toxins 
in  your  body  coming  out,  let  them  come.  It's  an  allergy.  It's  from  lying  in  bed 
for  three  weeks.  It's  nothing  that  this  special  spray  won't  fix. 

What  I  have  done  is  that  I  am  crusted  pink  with  calomine  lotion,  which  I 
put  on  because  it  is  old-fashioned  and  very  comfortable  in  the  chorus  of 
modern  voices.  I  feel  somewhat  dazed  with  the  advice  and  treatments  I  have 
had  in  the  last  few  days.  We  are  all  so  innovative  and  daring,  and  try 
innovative  and  daring  ways  to  heal  each  other.  I  think  that's  good,  but  now 
that  I  am  sick  I  find  I  haven't  quite  worked  out  my  attitude  toward  illness  and 
healing.  1  don't  know  what  I  believe.  Pills?  Rest?  Adelle  Davis'  anti-stress 
formula?  Chiropractor?  Whirlpool?  Massage?  Vacation?  And  the  sickness 
doesn't  feel  at  all  innovative  and  daring.  Just  the  guilt  is  new .  Five  years  ago  I 
would  have  felt  lousy  and  persecuted,  and  that  would  have  been  the  end  of  it . 

I  think  the  worst  time  has  passed.  My  throat  got  sore.  Just  when  I  thought 
it  might  be  getting  better  my  throat  got  sore  and  it  felt  like  the  onset  of  a  bad 
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Monthly  events  include  a  dance, 

a  married  men's  group,  a  youth  group, 

general  meetings  and  special  events 

like  hiking. 

For  more  information,  call 

Gayline  West:  791-6974, 7:30  to  10:30  weeknights. 

GEM,  P.O.  Box  62,  Brampton,  Ontario 


Wh3t  do  you 
do  viflth  3 
thousand 


Gather  them  in  Toronto  for  a  long 
weekend  —  IVIay  19-21  —  to 
share  our  ideas,  search  for  a 
common  direction,  protect  our- 
selves against  repression,  explore 
our  culture,  dance,  sing  and  play 

TYie  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  is  planning  such  a 
gathering  —  a  conference  for  lesbians  from  different  com- 
munities, doing  diverse  things.  This  is  your  conference. 

V\fe  need  funds  and  women  to  house  out-of- 

towners.  For  more  information  or  to  lend  a  hand, 

call  the  Lesbian  Conference  phone  line:  (416) 

964-6858  and  leave  message. 


cold.  I  guess  that  was  the  bottom.  Sarah  comforted  me,  again,  boy  am  I 
putting  her  to  the  test.  Second  shift  arrives  —  Lynn  in  her  old  nurse's  aide 
uniform,  saying.  And  how  are  we  today?  And  the  third  shift,  Rona  with  her 
jokes.  Tell  ya  what,  she  says.  We'll  build  a  marquee  out  front  and  say.  Going 
into  her  Third  Big  Week  with  Fibrositis.  We  could  charge  admission,  and 
doctors  from  all  over  the  world  could  pay  to  file  past  your  bed  and  look  at  you. 
We  could  charge  a  little  extra  for  them  to  hang  out  in  your  bedroom  in  little 
clusters,  talking  in  hushed  tones  about  your  prognosis. 

It  made  me  laugh,  and  feel  better,  but  fear  claws  away  at  me,  as  I  realize 
the  possibilities  for  illness .  OK  guys ,  the  fibrositis  is  better ,  let '  s  hit  her  with  a 
doozer  of  a  cold,  then  we  can  throw  in  mono  and  even  diptheria,  and  we're 
only  skimming  the  possibilities 

And  then  Danielle  sent  the  steak  over.  A  steak!  It's  been  a  while.  Well,  I 
hadn't  lost  all  my  strength,  so  I  was  able  to  tear  a  few  shreds  of  it  away  from 
the  house  vegetarian  and  eat  it.  I  felt  lots  better  the  next  day  and  even  got  out 
of  bed  and  went  for  breakfast  with  Rona.  I  did  have  to  hurry  her  through  the 
second  cup  of  coffee,  though.  She  saw  me  slipping  down  in  the  booth,  and 
paling,  and  hurried. 
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'm  up.  I  got  well  enough  to  come  home.  I'm  on  my  own,  no  one  is 
waiting  on  me.  Feels  good.  The  rash  has  a  name,  it  is  a  reaction  to  those 
expensive  little  pills,  which  I  took  faithfully,  which  didn't  touch  the  pain.  But 
I  was  afraid  it  would  be  worse  if  I  didn't  take  the  pills.  The  doctor  has  pre- 
scribed cortisone  for  the  rash  but  that  scares  me  too,  it's  a  heavy  drug,  but 
if  I  don't  take  it  I  have  to  live  with  the  rash  for  maybe  six  weeks.  I  could  scratch 
myself  to  shreds  in  that  time.  Someone  said,  let  it  go  away  by  itself,  someone 
else  said,  keep  on  with  the  calomine  lotion,  other  people  say,  take  the 
cortisone,  it's  not  that  much,  the  community  pharmacist  says  antihistamines, 
it's  the  only  way.  And  I  start  crying  as  I  write  this  and  I  am  afraid  to  make  a 
noise  with  it,  someone  will  come  in  and  comfort  me  or  humour  me  or  make  me 
stop,  and  one  thing  I'm  sure  ofis  that  I  don't  want  to  be  cheered  up  —  I  just 
want  to  be  alone  and  feel  ripped  off. 

I  went  to  work  a  little,  and  went  for  a  swim.  Blessed  water.  I  felt 
weightless,  the  arm  didn't  hurt  and  I  was  able  to  move  it  in  the  water,  in  ways  I 
haven't  been  able  to  even  attempt  on  dry  land.  My  body  has  changed  a  lot 
during  all  this  lying  around.  I've  lost  weight,  and  much  of  my  remaining  bulk 
has  crept  toward  my  centre  of  gravity ,  so  that  now  I  look  kind  of  like  an  egg  on 
stilts.  The  swimming  is  heavenly.  Maybe  I  will  spend  a  lot  of  time  there, 
because  anywhere  else  is  a  little  discouraging.  I  don't  last  long. 

I  am  so,  so  weak.  I  really  must  give  myself  space  for  remembering  a  time 
when  I  could  actually  get  through  a  day,  when  preparing  my  breakfast  wasn't 
cause  for  needing  a  nap,  a  time  when  I  could  go  to  work  and  not  sink  lower  and 
lower  in  my  chair  until  someone  says  to  me,  go  home,  kid,  you're  lying  on  the 
floor,  and  it's  only  noon. 

It  was  a  rest  for  you,  people  say,  it's  good  you  had  a  rest.  If  that's  true 
then  I  blew  it.  Because  I  didn't  get  any  rest  at  all.  I  worked  and  struggled  all 
through  it  and  I'm  tired  now.  Maybe  somewhat  more  tired  than  before. 

So  perhaps  I  have  been  through  a  crisis,  a  nervous  breakdown,  or 
whatever  we  call  them  now  that  we've  all  read  Laing  and  Perls. 

Or  maybe  it  was  an  enforced  rest  because  of  overwork,  or  maybe  it  was  a 
delayed  reaction  to  the  breakup  of  the  marriage,  or  maybe  it  is  typesetter's 
neck ,  or  maybe  it  is  this  new  relationship  and  all  that  it  means .  Or  maybe  it  is  a 
hundred  other  things.  Or  maybe  Sarah  is  right  and  I  got  sick  and  now  I  am 
getting  well,  n 


Mary  Schendlinger  writes:  "I 
work  in  Vancouver  at  Makara 
Publishing  and  Design  Coop, 
who  used  to  publish  Makara 
Magazine.  lama  typesetter,  a 
writer,  a  mother  and  a  commun- 
ity organizer.  I  drive  a  car  that 
does  not  move  in  reverse.  I  am 
nearsighted  in  one  eye  and  far- 
sighted  in  the  other. " 
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Author  and  social  critic  Paul  Goodman,  who  died 
in  1972,  is  remembered  by  his  late  friend  Harold 
Rosenberg  as  someone  who  "preferred  to  cope 
(one  of  his  favourite  words)  with  himself  as  is. 
If  there  was  any  playacting  in  his  public  iden- 
tity it  was  in  remaining  simply  Goodman, 
the  kid  off  the  street,  in  a  woollen  pull-     '  v 
over,  with  rumpled  hair  and  no  tie.  A  gamin    ^\^ 
with  a  Ph.D." 

"An  actor  who  plays  himself  on  the  public 
stage,  "  Rosenberg  continues,  however,  "is 
headed  for  trouble.  ...Goodman  enraged  his 
followers  by  refusing  to  imitate  their  fiction  of 
him.  "  Biographer  Taylor  Stoehr,  now  editing 
G(Hximan  's  works,  notes  that  he  '  'liked  being 
outrageous  too  much,  but  most  of  all  he  simply 
meant  to  look  the  facts  in  the  face,  and  to  rejoice 
in  them  if  he  could.  And  what  precisely  was 
there  to  be  ashamed  of? ' ' 

In  "The  Politics  of  Being  Queer,  "adapted  from 
an  essay  that  first  appeared  in  November  1969,  the 
author  of  Compulsory  Mis-education  and  Grow 
ing  Up  A  bsurd  takes  just  such  a  look:  candid, 
outrageous,  critical  and  joyous.  It  is,  for  us, 
a  look  back  at  one  gay  life,  honestly 
perceived  and  self -exposed. 

And,  it  is  obvious,  ashamed  of 
precisely  nothing.  D 


\  In  essential  ways,  my  homosexual  needs 
have  made  me  a  nigger.  Most  obviously,  of 
course,  I  have  been  subject  to  arbitrary  brutal- 
ity from  citizens  and  the  police;  but  except  for 
being  occasionally  knocked  down,  I  have 
':        gotten  off  lightly  in  this  respect,  since  I 
have  a  good  flair  for  incipient  trouble  and 
I  used  to  be  nimble  on  my  feet.  What 
makes  me  a  nigger  is  that  it  is  not  taken 
for  granted  that  my  out-going  impulse 
is  my  right.  Then  1  have  the  feeling  that 
it  is  not  my  street. 
I  don't  complain  that  my  passes  are  not  ac- 
cepted; nobody  has  a  claim  to  be  loved  (ex- 
cept small  children).  But  I  am  degraded  for 
making  the  passes  at  all,  for  being  myself. 
Nobody  likes  to  be  rejected,  but  there  is  a  way 
of  rejecting  someone  that  accords  him  his  right 
to  exist  and  is  the  next  best  thing  to  accepting 
him.  I  have  rarely  enjoyed  this  treatment. 
Alien  Ginsberg  and  I  once  pointed  out  to 
Stokely  Carmichael  how  we  were  niggers, 
but  he  blandly  put  us  down  by  saying  that 
we  could  always  conceal  our  disposition 
and  pass.  That  is,  he  accorded  us  the 
same  lack  of  imagination  that  one  ac- 
cords niggers;  we  did  not  really  exist 
for  him.  Interestingly,  (his  dialogue 
was  taking  place  on  (British)  national 
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TV,  that  haven  of  secrecy.  More  recently, 
since  the  formation  of  the  Gay  Liberation 
Front,  Huey  Newton  of  the  Black 
Panthers  has  welcomed  homosexuals  to 
the  revolution  as  equally  oppressed. 

In  general  in  America,  being  a  queer 
nigger  is  economically  and  professionally 
not  such  a  disadvantage  as  being  a  black 
nigger,  except  for  a  few  areas  like  govern- 
ment service,  where  there  is  consider- 
able fear  and  furtiveness.  (In  more 
puritanic  regimes,  like  present  day  Cuba, 
being  queer  is  professionally  and  civilly  a 
bad  deal.  Totalitarian  regimes,  whether 
communist  or  fascist,  seem  to  be  inher- 
ently puritanic.)  But  my  own  experience 
has  been  very  mixed .  I  have  been  fired 
three  times  because  of  my  queer 
behaviour  or  my  claim  to  the  right  to  it, 
and  these  are  the  only  times  I  have  been 
fired.  I  was  fired  from  the  University  of 
Chicago  during  the  early  years  of  Robert 
Hutchins;  from  Manumit  School,  an 
offshoot  of  A  J  Muste's  Brookwood 
Labor  College;  and  from  Black  Moun- 
tain College.  These  were  highly  liberal 
and  progressive  institutions,  and  two  of 
them  prided  themselves  on  being  com- 
munities. —  Frankly,  my  experience  of 
radical  community  is  that  it  does  not 
tolerate  my  freedom.  Nevertheless,  I  am 
all  for  community,  because  it  is  a  human 
thing,  only  I  seem  doomed  to  be  left  out . 

On  the  other  hand,  so  far  as  I  know,  my 
homosexual  acts  and  the  overt  claim  to 
them  has  never  disadvantaged  me  much 
in  more  square  institutions .  I  have  taught 
at  halfa  dozen  State  universities.  lam 
continually  invited,  often  as  chief 
speaker,  to  conferences  of  junior  high 
school  superintendents,  boards  of 
Regents,  guidance  counsellors,  task 
forces  on  delinquency,  etc,  etc.  I  say 
what  I  think  is  true  —  often  there  are 
sexual  topics;  I  make  passes  if  there  is 
occasion :  and  I  seem  to  get  invited  back .  I 
have  even  sometimes  made  out  —  which 
is  more  than  I  can  say  for  conferences  of 
SDSorthe  Resistance.  Maybe  the  com- 
pany is  so  square  that  it  does  not  believe, 
or  dare  to  notice,  my  behaviour;  or  more 
likely,  such  professional  square  people 
are  more  worldly  (this  is  our  elderly  word 
for  "cool")  and  couldn't  care  less  what 
I  do,  so  long  as  they  don't  have  to  face 
juudous  parents  and  yellow  press. 


"ThePolitics  o/Being  Queer"  ts  reprinted  from 
Nature  Heals:  The  Psychological  Essays  of  Paul 
Goodman,  1977.  editedby  Taylor  Sloehr  and  pub- 
lished by  Free  Life  Editions,  41  Union  Square  West, 
New  York.  NY  J 0003,  USA .  An  earlier  version  of 
theessay,  entitled  "Memoirsofan  Ancient  Activist,  " 
appeared  in  WIN,  V,  November  15. 1969. 


As  one  grows  older,  homosexual 
wishes  keep  one  alert  to  adolescents  and 
young  people  more  than  heterosexuEil 
wishes  do,  especially  since  our  society 
strongly  discountenances  affairs  between 
older  men  and  girls  or  older  women  and 
boys.  And  as  a  male,  the  homosexual  part 
of  one's  character  is  a  survival  of  early 
adolescence  anyway.  But  needless  to  say, 
there  is  a  limit  to  this  bridging  of  the 
generation  gap.  Inexorably  I,  like  other 
men  who  hang  around  campuses,  have 
found  that  the  succeeding  waves  of  fresh- 
men seem  more  callow  and  incommuni- 
cable and  one  stops  trying  to  rob  the 
cradle.  Their  music  leaves  me  cold.  After 
a  while,  my  best  contact  with  the  young 
has  gotten  to  be  with  the  friends  of  my 
own  grown  children ,  as  an  advisor  in  their 
politics,  rather  than  by  my  sexual  desires. 
(The  death  of  my  son  estranged  me  from 
the  young  world  altogether.) 

On  the  whole,  although  I  was  desper- 
ately poor  up  to  a  dozen  years  ago  — 
I  brought  up  a  family  on  the  income  of  a 
sharecropper  —  I  don't  attribute  this  to 
being  queer  but  to  my  pervasive  inepti- 
tude, truculence  and  bad  luck.  In  1945, 
even  the  Army  rejected  me  as  "  Not 
Military  Material"  (they  had  such  a 
stamp)  not  because  I  was  queer  but 
because  I  made  a  nuisance  of  myself  with 
pacifist  action  at  the  examination  and 
also  had  bad  eyes  and  piles. 


uriously,  however,  1 


have  been  told  by  Harold  Rosenberg  and 
the  late  Willie  Poster  that  my  sexual  beha- 
viour used  to  do  me  damage  in  precisely 
the  New  York  literary  world.  It  kept  me 
from  being  invited  to  advantageous  par- 
ties and  making  contacts  to  get  published. 
1  must  believe  Harold  and  Willie  because 
they  were  unprejudiced  observers.  What  I 
myself  noticed  in  the  30s  and  40s  was  that 
I  was  excluded  from  profitable  literary 
circles  dominated  by  Marxists  in  the  30s 
and  ex-Marxists  in  the  40s  because  I  was 
an  anarchist. 

To  stay  morally  alive,  a  nigger  uses 
various  kinds  of  spite,  which  is  the  vitality 
of  the  powerless.  He  may  be  randomly 
destructive,  since  he  feels  he  has  no  world 
to  lose,  and  maybe  he  can  prevent  the 
others  from  enjoying  their  world.  Or  he 


may  become  an  in-group  fanatic,  feeling 
that  only  his  own  kind  are  authentic  and 
have  soul .  There  are  queers  and  blacks 
belonging  to  both  these  parties.  Queers 
are  "artistic,"  blacks  have  "soul."  (This 
is  the  kind  of  theory,  I  am  afraid,  that  is 
self-disproving;  the  more  you  believe  it, 
the  stupider  you  become;  it  is  like  trying 
to  prove  that  you  have  a  sense  of 
humour.)  In  my  own  case,  however, 
being  a  nigger  seems  to  have  inspired  me 
to  want  a  more  elementary  humanity, 
wilder,  less  structured,  more  variegated, 
and  where  people  pay  attention  to  one 
another.  That  is,  my  plight  has  given 
energy  to  my  anarchism,  utopianism  and 
Ghandianism .  There  are  blacks  in  this 
party  too. 

My  actual  political  stance  is  a  willed 
reaction-formation  to  being  a  nigger.  I 
act  that '  'the  society  I  live  in  is  mine,"  the 
title  ofone  of  my  books.  I  regard  the 
President  as  my  public  servant  whom  I 
pay,  and  I  berate  him  as  a  lousy  em- 
ployee. I  am  more  Constitutional  than 
the  Supreme  Court .  And  in  the  face  of  the 
gross  illegitimacy  of  the  government  — 
with  its  Vietnam  War,  mihtary-industrial 
cabal  and  CIA  —  I  come  on  as  an  old- 
fashioned  patriot ,  neither  supine  nor 
more  revolutionary  than  is  necessary  for 
my  modest  goals.  This  is  a  quixotic 
position.  Sometime  I  sound  like  Cicero. 

In  their  in-group.  Gay  Society,  homo- 
sexuals can  get  to  be  fantastically 
snobbish  and  a-political  or  reactionary. 
This  is  an  understandable  ego-defense: 
"You  gotta  be  better  than  somebody," 
but  its  payoff  is  very  limited.  When  I  give 
talks  to  the  Mattachine  Society,  my  in- 
variable sermon  is  to  ally  with  all  other 
libertarian  groups  and  liberation  move- 
ments, since  freedom  is  indivisible.  What 
we  need  is  not  defiant  pride  and  self- 
consciousness,  but  social  space  to  live  and 
breathe.  The  Gay  Liberation  people  have 
finally  gotten  the  message  of  indivisible 
freedom,  but  they  have  the  usual  fanati- 
cism of  the  Movement. 

But  there  is  a  positive  side.  In  my 
observation  and  experience,  queer  life 
has  some  remarkable  political  values. 
It  can  be  profoundly  democratizing, 
throwing  together  every  class  and  group 
more  than  heterosexujility  does.  Its 
promiscuity  can  be  a  beautiful  thing  (but 
be  prudent  about  VD). 

I  have  cruised  rich,  poor,  middle  class, 
and  petit  bourgeois;  black,  white,  yellow 
and  brown;  scholars,  jocks.  Gentlemanly 
C's,  and  dropouts;  farmers,  seamen, 
railroad  men,  heavy  industry,  light 
manufacturing,  communications. 


business,  and  finance;  civilians,  soldiers 
and  sailors,  and  once  or  twice  cops.  (But, 
probably  for  Oedipal  reasons,  I  tend  to 
be  sexually  anti-semitic,  which  is  a  drag.) 
There  is  a  king  of  political  meaning,  I 
guess,  in  the  fact  that  there  are  so  many 
types  of  attractive  human  beings;  but 
what  is  more  significant  is  that  the  many 
functions  in  which  I  am  professionally 
and  economically  engaged  are  not  al- 
together cut  and  dried  but  retain  a  certain 
animation  and  sensuality.  I  have 
something  to  occupy  me  on  trains  and 
buses  and  during  the  increasingly  long 
waits  at  airports.  At  vacation  resorts, 
where  people  are  idiotic  because  they  are 
on  vacation,  1  have  a  reason  to  frequent 
the  waiters,  the  boatmen,  the  room 
clerks,  who  are  working  for  a  living.  I 
have  something  to  do  at  peace 
demonstrations  —  I  am  not  inspired  by 
guitar  music  —  though  no  doubt  the  TV 
files  and  the  FBI  with  their  little  cameras 
have  pictures  of  me  groping  somebody. 
The  human  characteristics  that  are  finally 
important  to  me  and  can  win  my  lasting 
friendship  are  quite  simple:  health, 
honesty,  not  being  cruel  or  resentful, 
being  willing  to  come  across,  having 
either  sweetness  or  character  on  the  face. 
As  I  refiect  on  it  now,  only  gross  stupid- 
ity, obsessional  cleanliness,  racial 
prejudice,  insanity,  and  being  habitually 
drunk  or  high  really  put  me  off. 

In  most  human  societies,  of  course, 
sexuality  has  been  one  more  area  in  which 
people  can  be  unjust,  the  rich  buying  the 
poor,  males  abusing  females,  sahibs  using 
niggers,  the  adults  exploiting  the  young. 
But  I  think  this  is  neurotic  and  does  not 
give  the  best  satisfaction.  It  is  normal  to 
befriend  and  respect  what  gives  you 
pleasure.  St  Thomas,  who  was  a  grand 
moral  philosopher  though  a  poor  meta- 
physician, says  that  thechief  human  use 
of  sex  —  as  distinguished  from  the 
natural  law  of  procreation  —  is  to  get  to 
know  other  persons  intimately.  That  has 
been  my  experience. 


common  cri- 


ticism of  homosexual  promiscuity,  of 
course,  is  that,  rather  than  democracy,  it 
involves  an  appalling  superficiality  of 
human  conduct,  so  that  it  is  a  kind  of 
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' '  I  have  learned  to  have  very  modest  goals  for  myself 
and  society:  things  like  clean  air,  green  grass,  children 
with  bright  eyes,  not  being  pushed  around,  useful  work  that 
suits  one's  abilities,  plain  tasty  food,  and 
occasional  satisfying  nookie . ' ' 


archetype  of  the  insanity  of  mass  urban 
life.  I  doubt  that  this  is  generally  the  case, 
though  I  don't  know;  just  as,  of  the 
crowds  who  go  to  art  galleries,  I  don't 
know  who  are  being  spoken  to  by  the  art 
and  who  are  being  bewildered  further  — 
but  at  least  some  are  looking  for  some- 
thing. A  young  man  or  woman  worries, 
"Is  he  interested  in  me  or  just  in  my  skin? 
If  1  have  sex  with  him  he  will  regard  me  as 
nothing' ':  I  think  this  distinction  is  mean- 
ingless and  disastrous;  in  fact  I  have  al- 
ways followed  up  in  exactly  the  opposite 
way  and  many  of  my  lifelong  personal 
loyalties  had  sexual  beginnings.  But  is  this 
the  rule  or  the  exception?  Given  the  usual 
coldness  and  fragmentation  of  commun- 
ity life  at  present,  my  hunch  is  that  homo- 
sexual promiscuity  enriches  more  lives 
than  it  desensitizes.  Needless  to  say,  if  we 
had  better  community,  we'd  have  better 
sexuality  too. 

I  cannot  say  that  my  own  promiscuity 
(or  attempts  at  it)  has  kept  me  from  being 
possessively  jealous  of  some  of  my  lovers 

—  more  of  the  women  than  the  men,  but 
both.  My  experience  has  not  borne  out 
what  Freud  and  Ferenczi  seem  to  pro- 
mise, that  homosexuality  diminishes  this 
voracious  passion ,  whose  cause  I  do  not 
understand.  But  the  ridiculous 
inconsistency  and  injustice  of  my  attitude 
have  sometimes  helped  me  to  laugh  at 
myself  and  keep  me  from  going 
overboard. 

Sometimes  it  is  sexual  hunting  that 
brings  me  to  a  place  where  1  meet 
somebody  —  eg,  I  used  to  haunt  bars  on 
the  waterfront ;  sometimes  I  am  in  a  place 
for  another  reason  and  incidentally  hunt 

—  eg,  I  go  to  the  TV  studio  and  make  a 
pass  at  t  he  cameraman ;  sometimes  these 
are  both  of  apiece  —  ej?,  I  like  to  play 
handball  and  I  am  sexually  interested  in 
fellows  who  play  handball.  But  these  all 
cometo  the  same  thing,  for  in  all  situa- 
tions I  think,  speak,  and  act  pretty  much 
the  same.  Apart  from  ordinary  courteous 
adjustments  of  vocabulary  —  but  not  of 
syntax,  which  alters  character  —  I  say 
the  same  say  and  do  not  wear  different 
masks  or  findmyself  suddenly  with  a 
different  personality.  Perhaps  there  are 
two  opposite  reasons  why  !  can  maintain 
my  integrity:  on  the  one  hand,  I  havea 
strong  enough  intellect  to  see  how  people 
are  for  real  in  our  only  world,  and  to  be 
abletogct  in  touch  with  them  despite 
differences  in  background;  on  the  other 
hand,  lam  likely  so  shut  in  my  own 
preconceptions  that  I  don't  even  notice 
glaring  real  obstacles  that  prevent 
communication. 


How  1  do  come  on  hasn't  made  for 
much  success.  Since  I  don't  use  my  wits  to 
manipulate  the  situation,  I  rarely  get  what 
I  want  out  of  it .  Since  I  don't  betray  my 
own  values,  1  am  not  ingratiating.  My 
aristocratic  egalitarianism  puts  people 
off  unless  they  are  secure  enough  in  them- 
selves to  be  also  aristocratically  egali- 
tarian. Yet  the  fact  I  am  not  phony  or 
manipulative  has  also  kept  people  from 
disliking  or  resenting  me,  and  I  usually 
have  a  good  conscience.  If  I  happen  to  get 
on  with  someone,  there  is  not  a  lot  of  lies 
and  bullshit  to  clear  away. 


ecoming  a  celebrity 


in  the  past  few  years,  however,  seems 
to  have  hurt  me  sexually  rather  than 
helped  me.  For  instance,  decent  young 
collegians  who  might  like  me  and  who 
used  to  seek  me  out  now  keep  a  respect- 
ful distance  from  the  distinguished 
man.  Perhaps  they  are  now  sure  that 
1  must  be  interested  in  their  skin,  not  in 
them.  And  the  others  who  seek  me  out 
just  because  I  am  well  known  seem  to 
panicwhen  it  becomes  clear  that  1 
don't  care  about  that  at  all,  and  1  come 
on  as  myself.  Of  course,  a  simpler  ex- 
planation of  my  worsening  luck  is  that 
I'm  growing  older  every  day,  probably 
uglier,  and  certainly  too  old  to  try  hard. 

Asa  rule  I  don't  believe  in  poverty  and 
sufferingasaway  of  learning  anything, 
but  in  my  case  the  hardship  and  starva- 
tion of  my  inept  queer  life  have  usefully 
simplified  my  notions  of  what  a  good 
society  is.  As  with  any  other  addict  who 
cannot  get  an  easy  fix,  they  have  kept  me 
in  close  touch  with  material  hunger.  Sol 
cannot  take  the  Gross  National  Product 
very  seriously,  nor  status  and  credentials, 
nor  grandiose  technological  solutions, 
nor  ideological  politics,  including 
ideological  liberation  movements.  For  a 
starving  person,  the  world  has  got  to 
come  across  in  kind.  It  doesn't.  1  have 
learned  to  have  very  modest  goals  for 
society  and  myself:  things  like  clean  air, 
green  grass,  children  with  bright  eyes,  not 
being  pushed  around,  useful  work  that 
suits  one's  abilities,  plain  tasty  food,  and 
occasional  satisfying  nookie. 

A  happy  proper!  y  of  sexual  acts,  and 
perhaps  especially  of  homosexual  acts,  is 


that  they  are  dirty,  like  life:  as  Augustine 
said,  Inter  urinas  et  feces  nascimur,  we're 
born  among  the  piss  and  shit .  In  a  society 
as  middle  class,  orderly,  and  techno- 
logical as  ours,  it's  good  to  break  down 
squeamishness,  which  is  an  important 
factor  in  what  is  called  racism,  as  well  as 
in  cruelty  to  children  and  the  sterile 
exiling  of  the  sick  and  aged.  And  the 
illegal  and  catch-as-catch-can  nature  of 
most  homosexual  life  at  present  breaks 
down  other  conventional  attitudes. 
Although  I  wish  I  could  have  had  my 
parties  with  less  apprehension  and  more 
unhurriedly,  yet  it  has  been  an  advantage 
to  learn  that  the  ends  of  docks,  the  backs 
of  trucks,  back  alleys,  behind  the  stairs, 
abandoned  bunkers  on  the  beach,  and  the 
washrooms  of  trains  are  all  adequate 
samples  of  all  the  space  there  is.  For  both 
bad  and  good,  homosexual  life  retains 
some  of  the  alarm  and  excitement  of 
childish  sexuality. 

It  is  damaging  for  societies  to  check  any 
spontaneous  vitality .  Sometimes  it  is 
necessary,  but  rarely;  and  certainly  not 
homosexual  acts  which,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  have  not  done  any  harm  to 
anybody.  A  part  of  the  hostility, 
paranoia,  and  automatic  competitive- 
ness of  our  society  comes  from  the 
inhibition  of  body  contact .  But  in  a  very 
specific  way,  the  ban  on  homosexuality 
damages  and  depersonalizes  the 
educational  system .  The  teacher-student 
relationship  is  almost  always  erotic. 
—  The  only  other  healthy  psychological 
motivations  are  the  mother-hen  relevant 
for  small  children  and  the  professional 
who  needs  apprentices,  relevant  for 
graduate  schools. —  Ifthereis  fear  and 
to-do  that  erotic  feeling  might  turn  into 
overt  sex,  the  teacher-student 
relationship  lapses  or,  worse,  becomes 
cold  and  cruel.  And  our  culture  sorely 
lacks  the  pedagogic  sexual  friendships, 
homosexual,  heterosexual,  and  lesbian, 
that  have  starred  other  cultures.  To  be 
sure,  a  functional  sexuality  is  probably 
incompatible  with  our  mass  school 
systems.  This  is  one  among  many  reasons 
why  they  should  be  dismantled. 

I  recall  when  Growing  Up  Absurd  had 
had  a  number  of  glowing  reviews,  finally 
one  irritated  critic,  Alfred  Kazin,  darkly 
hinted  that  I  wrote  about  my  Puerto 
Rican  delinquents  (and  called  them 
"lads")  because  I  was  queer  for  them. 
News.  How  could  1  write  a  perceptive 
book  if  I  didn't  pay  attention,  and  why 
should  I  pay  attention  to  something 
unless,  for  some  reason,  it  interested  me? 
The  motivation  of  most  sociology. 


whatever  it  is,  tends  to  produce  worse 
books.  I  doubt  that  anybody  would  say 
that  my  observations  of  delinquent 
adolescents  or  of  collegians  in  the  Move- 
ment have  been  betrayed  by  infatuation. 
But  I  do  care  for  them.  —  Of  course,  they 
might  say,  "With  such  a  friend,  who 
needs  enemies?" 

Yet  it  is  true  that  an  evil  of  the  hardship 
and  danger  of  queer  hfe  in  our  society, 
as  with  any  situation  of  scarcity  and 
starvation,  is  that  we  become  obsessional 
and  one-track-minded  about  it.  I  have 
certainly  spent  far  too  many  anxious 
hours  ofmy  life  fruitlessly  cruising, 
which  I  might  have  spent  sauntering  for 
other  purposes  or  for  nothing  at  all, 
pasturing  my  soul.  But  I  trust  that  I  have 
had  the  stamina,  or  stubbornness,  not  to 
let  my  obsession  cloud  my  honesty.  So  far 
as  I  know,  I  have  never  prjiised  a  young 
fellow's  bad  poem  because  he  was  attrac- 
tive. But  of  course  I  am  then  especially 
pleased  if  it  is  good  and  I  can  say  so.  And 
best  of  all,  of  course,  if  he  is  my  lover  and 
he  shows  me  something  that  I  can  be 
proud  of  and  push  with  an  editor.  Yes, 
since  I  began  these  reflections  on  a  bitter 
note,  let  me  end  then  with  a  happy  poem 
that  I  like,  from  Hawkweed: 

We  have  a  crazy  love  affair 
it  is  wanting  each  other  to  be  happy. 
Since  nobody  else  cares  for  that 
we  try  to  see  to  it  ourselves. 

Since  everybody  knows  that  sex 

is  part  of  love,  we  make  love. 

When  that's  over,  we  return 

to  shrewdly  plotting  the  other's  advantage. 

Today  you  gazed  at  me.  that  spell 
is  why  I  choose  to  live  on. 
God  bless  you  who  remind  me  simply 
of  earth  and  sky  and  Adam. 

1  think  of  such  things  more  than  most 
but  you  remind  me  simply.  Man, 
you  make  me  proud  to  be  a  w  orkman 
of  the  Six  Days,  practical. 

On  balance,  I  don't  know  whether  my 
choice,  or  compulsion,  of  a  bisexual  life 
has  made  me  especially  unhappy  or  only 
averagely  unhappy.  It  is  obvious  that 
every  way  of  life  has  its  hang-ups,  having 
a  father  or  no  father,  being  married  or 
single,  being  strongly  sexed  or  rather 
sexless,  and  so  forth;  but  it  is  hard  to 
judge  what  other  people's  experience  has 
been,  to  make  a  comparison.  I  have 
persistently  felt  that  the  world  was  not 
made  for  me,  but  1  have  had  good 
moments.  And  I  have  done  a  lot  of  work, 
have  brought  up  some  beautiful  children, 
and  have  gotten  to  be  58  years  old.  [ 
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Overcoming  grief:  Dennis  Highway  as  Paul  (top  right) 

attempts  to  shake  his  past  lovers,  played  by  Bill  Douglas  and  Susan 

Macpherson,  from  the  lethargy  of  their  emotional  loss. 


"To  dance 

the  true  gesture  is  beautiful." 

It's  also  hard,  especially  when 

tmth  includes  the  honest  portrayal  of 

gay  relationships.  Grahann  Jackson's  new  play 

for  dancers,  Time  in  a  Dark  Room,  takes  the  risk. 

An  exclusive  preview  by  Robert  Wallace. 


// 
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allet  doesn't  wish  to  deal 
with  reality  at  all  —  it's  the  fairy-tale 
idiom." 

David  Earle,  Co-Artistic  Director  of 
the  Toronto  Dance  Theatre,  sitting  on 
the  floor  in  a  storage  space  upstairs  in 
their  nearly-renovated  complex,  is  sip- 
ping herbal  tea.  Graham  Jackson,  col- 
laborator with  Earle  on  Time  in  a  Dark 
Room,  a  play  for  dancers,  perches  on 
some  packing  crates,  his  long  legs  dang- 
ling. Dennis  Highway  is  sprawled  on  the 
floor  with  Susan  Macpherson.  They  are 
all  resting  after  a  ninety-minute  rehear- 
sal; everyone  is  reticent  —  except  David 
Earle. 

"The  National  Ballet  of  Canada  can 
barely  make  sexuality  seem  acceptable. 
The  audience  actually  retreats  at  the 
sight  of  Frank  Augustyn's  bare  chest  in 
Afternoon  of  a  Faun . ' ' 

Such  an  audience  would  probably  re- 
volt at  Time  in  a  Dark  Room,  which 
means  boycott  the  box-office.  In  fact, 
for  a  company  to  produce  a  play  like  this 
might  seem  to  some  to  be  a  strategy  akin 
to  starvation,  in  a  climate  where  cultural 
grants  are  proportional  to  box  office  re- 
ceipts. Not  only  is  the  concept  of  the 
play  revolutionary,  requiring  dancers  to 
speak  as  well  as  move,  its  structure  is 
built  around  three  overtly  sexual  duets 
—  and  two  are  explicitly  gay. 


Graham  Jackson  is  quick  to  point  out 
that  David  is  describing  traditional  ballet 
and  not  modern  dance.  The  distinction 
is  important.  The  "fairy-tale  idiom"  is 
generally  considered  elitist,  escapist  and 
expensive  —  unconcerned  with 
contemporary  realities  and  therefore  un- 
deserving of  serious  political  analysis.  It 
is  "museum  art"  —  the  plaything  of 
academics,  aesthetes  and  "Arts  Nation- 
al." 

Fair  or  not  (and  many  would  argue 
for  the  latter,  pointing  to  new  choreo- 
graphers' ballets  like  Ann  Ditchburn's 
Emily  for  support),  the  standard  reper- 
toires of  companies  like  The  National 
validate  the  generalization.  Unfortuna- 
tely, such  policies  also  account  for  pub- 
Uc  ignorance  of  modem  dance,  the  fail- 
ure to  recognize  that  it  often  contains 
genuinely  different  content,  as  "mod- 
em" as  its  form. 

Discussing  the  predominantly  gay  re- 
lationships in  Time  in  A  Dark  Room, 
Earle  could  be  summarizing  his  personal 
aim-S  at  Toronto  Dance  Theatre.  "I'm 
interested  in  pursuing  integrity  in  all  re- 
lationships that  come  within  the  scope  of 
my  understanding.  This  play  certainly, 
obviously,  does.  Trath  is  beautiful.  To 
dance  the  tme  gesture  is  beautiful." 

It's  also  hard.  Overcoming  audience 
preconceptions  about  what  dance  should 
do  or  be  is  a  major  obstacle  at  Toronto 
Dajice  Theatre.  As  Earle  quips:  "Any 
time  ladies  are  left  alone  on  stage  they're 
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Love  doesn't  come  in  boxes....  John  (David  Earle)  and  Liiy  (Susan  Macpherson)  polish  their  memories 

of  the  young  man  they  twth  ioved.  Dennis  Highway  piays  the  dead  boy  who  returns  to  reveal  their  rituals  of  self-deception. 

-..And  dance  doesn't  either.  Graham  Jacicson's  new  play  combines  speaidng  and  dar>ce  In  a  theatrical  experiment 

slated  for  the  fail  season  of  the  Toronto  Dance  Theatre. 


instantly  lesbians." 

United  in  a  spirit  of  experimentation 
and  creative  development,  the  company 
keeps  taking  risks  —  particularly  admir- 
able when  most  of  our  creative  institu- 
tions appear  to  avoid  them  at  all  costs. 
Susan  Macpherson  speaks  of  her  need  to 
"stretch,"  to  explore  her  talent.  At  the 
same  time  she  admits  she's  "scared 
stiff  about  speaking  on  the  stage. 

Earlier,  Graham  had  confided  to  me 
that  the  rehearsals  have  been  "excruciat- 
ing." "This  play  cuts  very  close  to  the 
bone  —  especially  mine,  and  a  few 
others  in  the  cast,  I  think."  Waiting  for 
the  rehearsal  to  begin,  he  seems  nervous, 
tense.  "It's  hit  very  close  to  where  sever- 
al people  live." 

Two  hours  later,  E>ennis  Highway 
makes  one  of  his  rare  comments.  "How 
does  it  feel  to  dance  a  passionate  duet 
with  another  man  on  the  stage?"  I  ask. 

"Liberating,"  he  answers,  stretching 
like  a  cat  on  the  floor.  His  smile  is  as  elo- 
quent as  Whitman. 


T 


ime  in  a  Dark  Room,  to  be  performed 
by  two  separate  casts,  will  join  the  main 
repertoire  of  Toronto  Dance  Theatre's 
fall  season.  No  doubt  it  will  be  labelled 
their  "gay  ballet."  After  the  workshop 
production  in  March,  criticisms  that  it 


was  "too  homosexual"  were  already 
floating  in  the  halls,  the  epithet  "a  ballet 
for  fags"  adding  an  ironic  fillip  to 
Earle's  notion  of  the  "fairy-tale  idiom." 

Although  the  criticism  is  naive  and 
unfair,  it  must  be  expected.  Art  which 
attempts  to  present  our  experience  inev- 
itably falls  Dcey  to  over-simplification;  a 
play  that  introduces  homosexuality  be- 
comes gay  —  defined  by  sexuality  — 
whether  or  not  this  is  its  focus. 

This,  I'm  afraid,  will  be  the  fate  of 
Time  in  a  Dark  Room,  but  such  a  mis- 
leading interpretation  will  leave  gays  as 
frustrated  as  straights.  The  performance 
is  a  highly  personal  statement  about  love 
and  loss  and  the  rituals  of  self-deception 
we  use  in  our  attempts  to  overcome 
grief. 

Three  people  gather  in  a  garden  be- 
hind a  house  where  a  funeral  for  a  young 
man,  Paul,  is  in  progress.  John,  a  writer 
nearing  forty,  is  Paul's  first  lover  and 
oldest  friend;  Lily  is  an  art  dealer  in  her 
mid-thirties  who  hired  Paul,  then 
became  his  mistress;  Tim  is  Paul's  latest 
liason,  a  rtian  in  his  early  twenties,  in- 
secure and  bitter.  All  are  desperate  in 
their  loss,  yet  rather  than  embrace  each 
other,  they  "polish  their  memories"  of 
Paul,  revealing  anecdotes,  fantasies,  and 
"distortions"  that  recreate  Paul  as  a 
chimiclcon,  known  to  each  but  unknow- 
able to  all. 

In  the  process,  they  also  bring  Paul  to 
life  —  hterally  —  for  the  audience.  Like 


love  incarnate,  Paul  is  with  them  in  the 
garden  for  the  duration  of  the  play,  un- 
able to  undo  or  unite  the  tangled  web  of 
recollections  that  the  characters  weave. 
Without  speaking,  he  dances  the  anguish 
of  his  own  isolation  and,  in  three  electric 
duets,  rips  his  past  lovers  from  their  leth- 
argy to  reveal  the  depths  of  their  person- 
al involvements.  Words  fall  like  masks. 
The  stylized  gestures  of  Lily's  anger,  the 
literary  maimerism  of  John's  preoccupa- 
tions, the  macho  affectations  of  Tim  — 
all  are  illuminated  as  poses  defensive  and 
deliberate,  attempts  to  conceal  their  pri- 
vate needs  and  fears. 

"W^le  the  male  sexuality  is  very  im- 
portant to  me,"  Graham  Jackson  says 
of  his  work,  "the  focus  of  the  piece  is 
that  one  person  can  love  more  than  one 
other  person  at  the  same  time  and  that 
this  can  break  down  the  sexes.  It  is  in 
fact  crucial  that  we  find  this  in  ourselves 
for  the  sake  of  growing.  The  problem  of 
the  characters  is  that  the  boy  they  loved, 
with  everything  they  had,  could  also  love 
someone  else.  While  one  can  sympathize 
with  their  feelings,  one  also  wants  to 
break  beyond  that.  Love  doesn't  come 
in  little  boxes." 

Nor  does  art  arrive  conveniently  pack- 
aged anymore.  The  idea  of  having  dan- 
cers speak  extends  the  concept  of  break- 
ing down  barriers  that  is  central  to  the 
play.  Dancers,  uncomfortable  with 
words,  arc  exactly  the  appropriate  vehi- 
clei  for  Jackson's  indictment  of  a  cul- 


ture crippled  by  verbal  conceptualiza- 
tion in  which  love  is  dissected  like  his- 
tory. The  dichotomous  nature  of  think- 
ing and  feeling  is  dramatically  realized  in 
the  tension  between  speaking  and  move- 
ment. Only  when  the  dancers  move  docs 
the  play  come  to  life  —  which  is  as  it 
should  be.  That  they  need  Paul  in  order 
to  move  is  their  pain.  That  there  aren't 
enough  Pauls  is  everyone's  problem. 

To  single  out  performances  in  this  en- 
semble workshop  would  be  unfair;  bet- 
ter to  wait  until  the  fall.  David  Earle's 
choreography,  however,  must  be  men- 
tioned as  some  of  the  best  of  his  career. 
And  the  music  and  sound  collage  by 
David  Jaggs  and  Sandy  Twose  has  exact- 
ly the  blend  of  the  passionate  and  the  la- 
crymosc  that  the  play  requires.  And  1 
can't  leave  the  dancers  without  saluting 
their  courage  in  attempting  such  an  in- 
tensely personal  work  that  leaves  them 
vulnerable  and  open  to  criticism  on  all 
fronts. 

As  for  Graham  Jackson,  he  needs  the 
opportunity  to  work  more  often  with 
artists  who  appreciate  his  private  vision 
and  very  personal  aesthetic.  To  place 
such  an  "interior"  work  before  the  pub- 
lic is  a  radical  breakthrough  for  both  the 
writer  and  the  dance.  D 


Bob  Wallace  is  a  playwright  and  teaches 
at  Glendon  College  m  Toronto. 
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The  Deer  Hunter  as  post-Vietnam  Western  —  and  an  elegy  to  patriarchy 


•III    • 


Saying  g 


The  Deer  Hunter.  Directed  by  Michael  Cim- 
ino.  Universal.  USA,  1978. 


On  the  simplest  political  level  the  film 
The  Deer  Hunter  is  clearly  disgraceful. 
As  in  Coming  Home,  the  only  serious 
objection  raised  to  the  Vietnam  war  is 
rial  Americans  suffered  from  it;  we  sec 
a  Vietcong  soldier  commit  unsi)eakable 
atrocities  and  receive  his  just  retribution 
from  Robert  Dc  Niro's  flame-thrower; 
My  Lai  never  happened.  Subsequently, 
th^  sense  of  horror,  the  repudiation  of 
the  Other,  seems  extended  indiscrimina- 
tely to  include  Vietnamese  (and  perhaps 
the  entire  Asian)  culture.  The  scenes  in 
Saigon  allow  us  to  reflect  on  the  brutaU- 
zaticm  of  South  Vietnamese  culture  by 
America  —  except  that  no  evidence  is 
offered  that  there  was  a  culture  to  bruta- 
lize. The  White  intermediary  between 
the  film's  two  worlds  is,  inevitably,  a 
European  rather  than  an  American. 

The  Vietnam  of  the  film,  in  fact, 
exists  not  for  itself  but  only  in  relation  to 
a  certain  concept  of  America  which, 
whDe  localized  in  a  partictilar  richly 
created  ethnic  community,  is  also  meant 
to  carry  the  weight  of  generalization. 
The  film  is  deeply  rooted  in  a  main- 
stream Hollywood  tradition  embodied 
most  impressively  and  complexly  in  the 
work  of  director  John  Ford,  whose  cen- 
tral preoccupation  is  with  the  definition 
of  America  as  an  idea  as  much  as  a  real- 
ity. The  wider  political  issues  that  struc- 
ture the  film  are  centred  on  notions  of 
tradition,  control  and  patriarchal  auth- 
ority. 

The  essential  features  of  the 
community  are  presented  almost  ab- 
stractly in  the  opening  images,  before 
any  characters  have  been  introduced. 
The  first  shot  shows  Clairton,  Peimsyl- 
vania  as  a  huddled  industrial  mass 
framed  by  a  dark  bridge  that  seems  to 
shut  if  off  from  the  outside  world;  a  gas- 
oline truck,  shot  from  a  low  angle,  ap- 
pean  ominous  and  threatening  and 
seems  to  be  going  too  fast.  Inside  a 
foundry,  amid  terrifying  noise,  men  in 
asbestos  suits  tend  molten  streams  that 
look  about  to  burst  their  banks. 

The  magnificent  opening  hour  — 
among  the  richest  and  most  sustained  in 
the  American  cinema  of  the  Seventies  '- 
develops  these  intimations  through  its 
depiction  of  the  Ukrainian  community. 
It  is  director  Cimino's  commitment  to 
that  community  that  Unks  the  film  most 
obviously  to  Ford  and  provides  its  emo- 
tional centre.  As  with  Ford's  cavalry  in 
his  Westerns  (for  example),  what 
characterizes  the  community  is  the 
tension  between  a  fixed  and  known  set 
of  rules  and  the  flexibility  with  which 
these  rules  are  enforced,  bent  or  broken. 
The  community  is  threatened  not  only 
by  outside  pressures  (the  Vietnam  war,  a 
changing  wider  society  —  sources  of  the 
bewilderment  that  Stevie's  Ukrainian 
motha  expresses  to  the  priest  before  the 
wedding)  but  by  forces  within  it  which 
can  only  be  precariously  controlled. 
Ultimately,  this  control  depends  less  on 
rules  than  on  the  example  of  individual 
charismatic  authority. 

The  treatment  of  sexuality  —  as  both 
the  source  of  the  community's  energy 


^e  to  John  Wayne 


and  the  force  that  continually  threatens 
it  —  is  especially  interesting  here.  Un- 
like Cimino's  previous  Thunderbolt  and 
Lightfoot,  the  film  doesn't  demand  to 
be  read  in  terms  of  a  gay  sub-text;  its 
incsentation  of  male  relationships  is, 
nonetheless,  continuously  suggestive. 
The  men's  affection  for  and  commit- 
ment to  each  other,  repeatedly  striving 
for  physical  expression,  gives  the  impres- 
sion that  only  social  taboo  stands  in  the 
way  of  the  logical  culmination.  This 
social  taboo  is  made  explicit  by  Stan 
(John  Cazale),  the  most  sexually 
insecure  of  all  the  characters,  in  the  two 
scenes  where  he  accuses  other  men  of  be- 
ing "faggots." 

Parallel  with  this  is  the  sense  of  free 
heterosexual  relationships  as  another 
source  of  danger.  Stevie  (John  Savage)  is 
marrying  —  without  resentment  —  a 
girl  somebody  else  has  made  pregnant; 
Linda  (Meryl  Streep)  is  simultaneously 
drawn  to  both  Nick  (Christopher 
Walken)  and  Mike  (Robert  De  Niro);  the 
girl  who  thinks  Mike  is  eyeing  her  at  the 
weddng  reception  responds  enthusiasti- 
caUy  but  is  equally  happy  soon  after  to 
dance  with  Nick.  Again,  it  is  the  insecure 
Stan  who  is  used  to  enforce  the  rules, 
when  he  publicly  assaults  the  girl  whose 
dancing  partner  is  feeling  her  ass  (and 
who  is  herself  offering  no  objection). 

Heterosexual  relationships  are  never, 
in  fact,  explored  in  the  film.  We  have 
Stevie's  word  for  it  that  "I  love  Angela 
and  she  loves  me,"  but  we  are  shown  no- 
thing of  how  they  relate  to  each  other, 
eitha  before  or  after  his  Vietnam  exper- 
ience. If  Linda  is  more  of  a  force  in  the 
film,  this  seems  due  more  to  the  presence 
and  resourcefulness  of  Meryl  Streep 
than  to  Cimino's  conception  of  the  role. 
What  we  are  given  is  a  fair  cross-section 
of  patriarchal  attitudes  to  women:  de 
Niro's  idealization  of  them  (he  keeps 
himself  "pure"),  Stevie's  protective 
chivalry,  Stan's  uneasy  and  confused 
self-assertion  as  patriarch  and  woman- 


izer. If  there  is  a  hint  of  greater  sensitiv- 
ity to  women  in  Nick,  this  seems  more  a 
by-pixxluct  of  Christopher  Walken's 
persona  than  anything  dramatically 
realized  in  the  film. 

Vietnam  is  the  embodiment  of  the 
chaos  that  threatens  this  concept  of 
community.  The  Green  Beret  at  the 
w«lding  feast  is  an  Ancient  Mariner 
passed  beyond  story-telling,  capable  of 
nothing  but  a  succinctly  eloquent  "fuck 
it."  Yet  the  chaos  is  shown  to  be  present 
within  the  community  from  the  outset. 
Its  central  symbol,  the  game  of  Russian 
Roulette,  is  anticipated  near  the  start  by 
the  men's  gratuitous  risking  of  their  lives 
by  passing  a  gasoline  truck  on  the  inside. 
The  motif  is  taken  up  explicitly  later,  in 
the  confrontation  between  Mike  and 
Stan  during  the  second  hunting  se- 
quence. 

If  the  film's  symbol  for  chaos  is  the 
Russian  Roulette  game  (submission  to 
chaiKx),  its  symbol  for  control  is  the 
hunt  (the  exercise  of  skill).  Signifi- 
cantly, it  is  presented  as  a  patriarchal  rit- 
ual from  which  women  are  explicitly  ex- 
cluded (Stevie's  wedding-night  keeps 
him  from  the  first  hunt;  Linda  is  told 
"no  women  allowed"  when  plans  are 
made  for  the  second).  The  Deer  Hunter 
is  less  a  "buddy  movie"  than  a  film 
about  patriarchy:  the  charismatic  auth- 
ority embodied  in  Mike's  ability  to  kill  a 
deer  with  one  shot.  The  other  person 
who  kills  a  deer  —  Stan  —  takes  three 
shots,  and  the  deer  still  won't  die.  Much 
is  made,  in  terms  of  phaUic  imagery,  of 
the  contrast  between  De  Niro's  rifle  and 
Stan's  little  revolver.  The  film  is  con- 
cerned with  the  testing  of  the  patriarchal 
authority  invested  in  the  charismatic  in- 
dividual who  possesses  extraordinary 
skill. 

The  Deer  Hunter  can,  in  fact,  be  read 
most  coherently  as  an  elegy  for  patri- 
archy (in  Clairton  it  is  always  Autumn). 
There  is  the  suggestion  at  the  outset  that 
it  is  at  least  partly  Mike's  example  that 


takes  Nick  and  Stevie  to  Vietnam;  the 
effort  to  bring  them  back  again  becomes 
the  ultimate  test  of  Mike's  charismatic 
control.  He  restores  one  to  the  group  as 
a  legless  trunk  (and  the  film  allows  us  no 
sense  whatever  that  Stevie  and  his  wife 
Angela  are  going  to  achieve  any  happi- 
ness together)  and  the  other  as  a  corpse. 
The  film's  simultaneous  acknowledge- 
ment of  both  the  heroism  and  the  futility 
of  his  actions  issues  in  the  final  group 
rendering,  in  the  closed  bar  after  Nick's 
funeral,  of  "God  Bless  America."  It  is  a 
scene  pQignant  in  its  tentativeness,  in  the 
collapse  of  all  confidence.  The  motiva- 
tion behind  Mike's  inability  to  kill  the 
deer  during  the  second  hunt  is  clearly 
less  a  newly-acquired  humanitarianism 
than  a  crisis  of  confidence  in  his  own 
authority. 

The  film's  key  moment,  however,  is 
one  which  draws  together  the  whole 
structure  and  startlingly  unites  its  two 
polarized  symbols:  the  final  confronta- 
tion between  Mike  and  Nick,  where  the 
"one  shot"  of  Mike's  deer-hunting  skills 
becomes  the  "one  shot"  that  Nick  fires 
into  his  own  brain  at  the  Russian  Rou- 
lette table.  Again,  what  makes  the 
moment  so  moving  is  its  emotional  com- 
plexity: it  is  at  once  the  moment  when 
Mike's  heroic  qualities,  his  undertaking 
of  patriarchal  responsibility,  are  at  their 
most  impressive  (he  has  just  risked  his 
own  life  to  bring  Nick  back),  and  when 
the  obsolescence  of  his  position  is  given 
supreme  expression. 

The  Deer  Hunter  cannot  be  viewed,  in 
any  obvious  sense,  as  a  "subversive" 
film,  or  even  a  "progressive"  one.  It  has 
nothing  positive  to  say  for  Feminism, 
Gay  Liberation  or  Marxism;  it  suggests 
no  alternatives  to  the  social  structure 
whose  disintegration  it  chronicles;  it  la- 
ments the  passing  of  a  set  of  values 
whose  demise  many  of  us  might  wish  to 
celebrate.  It  seems  to  us,  nonetheless,  to 
be  a  great  movie,  and  like  other  great 
reactionary  movies  it  can  be  used  prog- 
ressively, as  a  means  of  understanding 
and  clarifying  the  changes  society  is 
undergoing.  Its  greatness  lies  in 
Cimino's  intense  commitment  to  his 
material  and  themes,  in  its  masterly 
sense  of  structure,  in  its  grasp  of  essen- 
tial issues  and  the  degree  of  complexity 
with  which  they  are  treated. 

One  must  always  be  able  to  say,  "I'm 
strongly  opposed  to  it  ideologically,  but 
I  love  this  film." 

Robin  Wood  and  Richard  LippeD 


Buddies  in  good  times:  Everyone's  a  loser  when  factory  friends  play  Vietnam  Roulette  in  Michael  Cimino's  The  Deer  Hunter. 
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Wolff  in  Jung's  clothing 


Bisoxuatity:  A  Study  by  Charlone  Wolff. 
Quartet  Books  (General  in  Canada),  1977, 
$23. 

11)6  Bisexual  Option:  A  Concspt  of  One- 
hundred  Percent  Intimacy  by  Fred  Klein  MD. 
Arbor  Mouse  (Clarke-Irwin  in  Canada), 
1978.  $11.25. 

]nA  Room  of  One's  Own,  Virginia 
Woolf  writes:  "Perhaps  to  be  thinking, 
as  I  had  been  thinking  these  two  days,  of 
one  sex  as  distinct  from  the  other  is  an 
effort.  It  interferes  with  the  unity  of  the 
mind."  Although  Woolf  devoted  the 
bulk  of  her  1929  essay  to  the  difficulties 
of  being  a  woman  writer,  she  was  also 
making  a  thought- provoking  contribu- 
tion to  current  discussions  on  sexual 
preference  and  identity.  Without  the 
trappings  of  social-scientific  jargon,  she 
managed  to  posit  a  Jungian 
concept  of  zmdrogyny  ("this  fusion  that 
takes  place  when  the  mind  is  fully  fertil- 
ized and  uses  all  its  faculties")  within  a 
thoroughly  feminist  context. 

Jung  himself,  however,  has  not 
fared  so  well  among  feminists  and 
other  militants  of  the  sexual  revolution. 
They  regard  him  as  no  better  than  the 
other  Victorian  oracles  who  made  pro- 
nouncements on  such  phenomena  as 
hysteria  and  inversion  (otherwise 
known  as  rebellion  and  homosexuality). 
Admittedly,  Jung's  usefulness  is  limited 
to  his  historical  perspective. 

Charlotte  Wolff,  in  Bisexuality: 
A  Study,  recites  a  woeful  list  of  terms 
used  to  designate  "unnatural"  — non- 
heterosexual  —  behaviour  during  the 
early  period  of  research  into  sexuality: 
pederasty,  sodomy,  contrary  sexual 
feelings,  inversion,  antipathetic  sexual 
reaction,  and  uranism.  She  spends  the 
first  chapter  of  the  book  cataloguing  the 
significant  pioneers  and  more  recent  re- 
searchers in  the  field  of  sexuality.  A 
thorough  and  highly  technical  discussion 
of  biological  factors  is  followed  by  what 
I  regard  as  the  first  example  of  clear 
thinking  on  the  complex  and  inter-rela- 
ted concepts  of  masculinity  and  feminin- 
ity, gender  identity,  and  sexual  orienta- 
tion. 

Wolff  does  not  hesitate  to  condemn 
society  for  forcing  on  us  the  false  con- 
straints of  heterosexuality-as-norm. 
Moreover,  she  clearly  defines  gender 
identity  and  sexual  identity,  which  other 
contemporary  pioneers  in  the  field  like 
Money  and  Erhardt  mistakenly  confuse. 
Sexual  identity  is  simply  the  awareness 
of  belonging  to  either  the  male  or  female 
sex,  and  gender  identity  is  the  creative 
aspect  of  a  person's  self-perception. 
While  the  latter  is  often  credited  with 
determining  sexual  orientation,  the  two 
are  not  the  same.  Wolff  distinctly 
states:  "Gender  identity  is  either  con- 
sciously male  or  female  or  a  mixture  of 
both.  The  latter  situation  represents  the 
natural  human  condition." 

Further  on,  Wolff  gets  more  explicit 
about  the  link  between  androgyny  and 
bisexuality.  Jung,  she  says,  described 
our  basic  bisexual  nature  in  the  form  of 
theanima  and  animus.  "He  revealed  an 
essential  truth  about  the  nature  of  love: 
the  search  for  the  other-sexed  aspect  of 
oneself  in  the  love-object,  which  illus- 
trates that  all  love  is  self-love." 
Following  an  eloquent  passage  on  the 
importance  of  masturbation  and  tactile 
sensuousness,  Wolff  says:  "The 
difference  between  bi-  and  hetcro- 
sexuality  is  the  repression  of  the 
homosexual  component  in  the  latter. 


The  difference  between  bi-  and  homo- 
sexuality lies  in  the  exclusion  of  the  het- 
erosexual component,  for  biographical 
and/ or  endocrine  reasons.  Bisexuality 
makes  otherness  come  close  to  same- 
ness, and  puts  the  androgynous  nature 
of  human  beings  into  relief." 

Wolff  thoroughly  documents  the 
methodology  of  her  study,  which 
included  a  questionnaire,  an  autobiogra- 
phical sketch,  and  a  personal  interview. 
The  seventy-five  men  and  seventy-five 
women  who  participated  were  reached 
through  notices  and  advertisements 
with  gay  and  lesbian  organizations. 

In  marked  contrast  to  Wolffs 
thorough  and  personal  approach  is  Fred 
Klein's  catalogue  of  the  Great  New  All- 
American  Option.  Just  reading  the  title 
and  the  promo  blurbs  on  the  inside  jac- 
ket gives  advance  indication  of  the 
book's  drugstore/ paperback  calibre. 

Despite  an  apparently  earnest  inten- 
tion to  be  progressive  in  his  approach  to 
the  subject,  Klein  merely  contributes  to 
the  oppression  of  homosexuals  and  the 
further  categorization  and  labelling  of 
its  multitude  "conditions."  He  makes 
tiresome  use  of  the  various  cliche  which 
describe  —  and  condemn  —  homosex- 
ual behaviour.  Every  second  page 
holds  the  epithets  queer,  dyke  or  fairy, 
though  he  usually  takes  care  to  put  them 
in  quotations. 

Despite  repeated  contentions  to  the 


Homoerotic  sleuth 

Greek  Homosexuality  by  KJ  Dover.  Duck- 
worth (British  edition),  1978.  $45.  Harvard 
University  Press  (US  edition),  1979,  $28.50 

I  am  not  happy  with  a  rather  offhand 
statement  in  Dover's  introduction. 
Rather  than  seeing  heterosexulity  and 
homosexuality  as  antithetical,  he  says  he 
would  prefer  to  "replace  'heterosexual' 
by  'sexual'  and  treat  what  is  called  'ho- 
mosexuality' as  a  subdivision  of  'quasi- 
sexual'  (for  'pseudo-sexual;')."  This 
strange  thesis  is  never  defended  nor, 
fortunately,  is  it  pressed  into  service  as  a 
major  underpinning  of  an  otherwise 
excellent  study  of  homoeroticism  in  an- 
cient Greek  society  from  600  to  300  BC. 
I  suspect  that  the  concept  may  have  been 
suggested  to  Dover  by  the  psychoanaly- 
tically-oriented  anthropologist  George 
Devereux,  who  was  originally  slated  to 
be  his  collaborator  on  this  book. 

Despite  these  initial  reservations,  1 
must  credit  Dover  with  a  Kinsey-like 
liberal-mindedness  in  his  treatment  of 
homoeroticism.  It's  an  approach  that  is 
already  quite  evident  in  his  earlier  art- 
icles on  classical  Greek  attitudes  to- 
wards sexuahty.  This  basic  stance,  coup- 
led with  the  author's  wide-ranging 
knowledge  of  classical  Greek  society 
and  culture,  has  produced  the  best 
study  available  in  any  language  on  ho- 
moeroticism in  ancient  Greece. 

What  makes  Dover's  book  particul- 
arly valuable  is  that  he  has  analysed  new 
and  previously-ignored  material  with 
psychological  and  sociological  acumen. 
Rather  than  expounding  at  length  on 
relatively  well  known  material  such  as 
Sappho's  lyric  poetry  or  Plato's  philo- 
sophical dialogues,  Dover  has  turned, 
for  example,  towards  the  forensic  liter- 
ature of  classical  Athens.  He  presents  a 
shrewd  and  incisive  analysis  of  the  social- 
assumptions  —  the  "sexual  politics," 
one  might  say  —  that  arc  at  work  in 
Aeschines'  prosecution  speech  against 


contrary,  Klein  continues  his  incessant 
labelling  and  cataloguing  "variations" 
on  the  theme  of  bisexuality:  transitional, 
historical  or  sequential  (further  de- 
scribed as  episodic),  temporary,  experi- 
mental or  situational.  His  chapters  bear 
such  titles  as  "The  Threat,"  "The  Bisex- 
ual-intimacy Level"  and  "The  Neurotic 
Bisexual  —  The  Healthy  Bisexual."  His 
use  of  colourful  metaphors,  such  as  the 
American  eagle  v  the  Russian  bear  to  re- 
present heterosexuals  v  homosexuals, 
say  much  about  Klein's  fundamental 
perspective. 

In  face  of  his  basic  pro-family,  pro- 
Freud,  pro- American  values  (including  a 
hilariously  simplistic  explanation  of  the 
Oedipus  complex),  Klein  tries  to  conjure 
up  a  liberal  understanding  of  homo- 
sexuality in  order  that  we  may  ultimately 
appreciate  and  accept  his  Concept  of 
One-hundred  percent  intimacy  —  the 
"promise."  Bisexuality,  it  seems,  can 
bring  you  a  brighter  future,  just  like 
toothpaste  can  bring  you  a  brighter 
smile. 

Klein's  "study"  is  based  on  some  use- 
less statistics  garnered  from  participants 
of  a  "Bisexual  Forum"  conducted  at  the 
home  or  office  of  a  friend  in  New  York 
Gty.  We  are  never  told  how  those 
participants  were  contacted,  nor  how  the 
statistical  data  were  analysed.  Making  it 
even  more  difficult  to  digest,  the 
report  —  the  whole  book  in  fact  —  is 
laced  with  gossipy,  verbatim  transcripts 
of  conversations  with  friends, 
patients  and  acquaintances, 
not  necessarily  those 
participating  in  the 
study.  These  people. 


it  seems,  have  an  inordinate  fondness 
for  such  words  as  cunt,  prick,  pussy, 
cocksucker,  fag,  tits,  and  ass. 

In  his  misguided  attempt  to  found  a 
bisexual  culture,  Klein  does  make  one 
positive  contribution  —  a  short 
appendix  which  recounts  some 
characters  from  films  and  novels  and 
analyses  how  their  bisexual  relationships 
are  viewed  by  the  authors  and  film- 
makers. Significantly,  the  only 
"gay  lib"  publication  Klein  refers  to  is 
The  Advocate,  and  he  makes  no 
reference  to  groups  in  the  American  gay 
liberation  movement.  His  attempts  to 
develop  this  culture  further  via  an 
historical  perspective  fails  —  Colette 
and  Oscar  Wilde  will  always  remain  a 
part  of  our  homosexual  heritage. 

Yes,  as  Wolff  points  out,  bisexuals  do 
have  the  ability  to  "pass"  in  a  straight 
world,  and  men  and  women  do  seem  to 
relate  to  the  sexes  in  similar  fashions, 
both  finding,  in  general,  more  casual  sex 
with  men  and  more  intimate  relation- 
ships with  women.  But  if  you've  ever 
been  plagued  with  guilt  about  any 
"unnatural"  twinges  you've  felt  for 
someone  of  the  opposite  sex,  go  all 
the  way  and  buy  Wolffs  book.  You 
won't  be  less  of  a  lesbian-feminist  or 
anti-sexist  gay  man  for  doing  so. 

Elizabeth  Bolton  D 


An  Attic  red-figure 
vase(c53(M30BCy^^ 
in  the  Ashmolean  ij^H 
collection  at 
Oxford.  Vase 
painting  can  tell 
us  more  about 
the  sexual 
fantasies  of  the 
ancient  Greeks 
than  literature. 


Timarchus  in  the  Fourth 
Century  BC.  Timarchus  is      ^^^      ■     ^ 
accused  by  Aeschines  of  ^j*  '\    :. 

having  sexually  prostituted  ^"^'V.  A' 

himself  in  his  younger  years, 
thus  forfeiting  his  right  to  hold  office 
in  the  Athenian  democracy.  A  careful 
reading  of  Aeschines'  speech,  in  which  the 
orator  is  obviously  playing  on  the  feelings 
and  social  expectations  of  the  average 
Athenian  citizen,  will  reveal  that  Athens 
was  by  no  means  a  gay  paradise.  It  was, 
of  course,  a  society  tinged  with  a  degree 
of  homoeroticism  —  in  particular,  ped- 
erasty —  that  remains  startling  to  us  to- 
day. However,  as  Dover's  study  makes 
dear,  this  homoeroticism  was  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  enmeshed  in  the  myso- 
gynous  double-standards  and  macho 
mentality  of  the  patriarchal  heterosexu- 
ality  which  characterized  classical  Greek 
society.  Nevertheless,  erotic 
relationships  between  males  were  more 
than  just  an  exploitative  excrescence  up- 
on society;  we  can  at  least  admire  the 
Greeks  for  achieving  this  level  of  social 
and  psychological  freedom. 

Dover's  detailed  analyses  of  erotic 
vase-painting  (a  type  of  decoration 
which  nourished  in  Athens  from, 
roughly,  570  to  470  BC)  are  invaluable 


and  well-served  by  the  large  number  of 
photographic  illustrations.  These 
humble  artistic  productions  reveal,  more 
than  literature  does,  the  varied  sexual 
fantasies  of  the  average  Athenian  male. 
Dover  does  a  psychologically  acute  and 
often  witty  job  on  them. 

I  do  not  agree  with  Dover  that  male 
eroticism  plays  no  role  in  Homeric  epic. 
I  do  not,  for  example,  see  the  homo- 
erotic  interpretation  of  the  Achilles- 
Patroclus  relationship  in  the  Iliad  as  an 
outstanding  instance  of  the  later  Greeks' 
"homoscxualizing"  (to  use  Dover's 
term) earlier  mythology.  Anyone  who 
reads  the  crucial  passages  in  the  Iliad 
with  real  sensitivity  should  recognize 
that  the  classical  Greeks  were  not  guilty 
of  arbitrary  intuition. 

Dover  wisely  stays  clear  of  any  sweep- 
ing explanations  for  the  remarkable 
decree  of  normalization  attained  by 
male  homoeroticism  in  classical  Greece. 
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Earlier  exolanations  (mvsogyny,  neuro- 
tic social  competition,  disturbed  tamiiy 
relationships),  quite  apfut  from  their 
anti-gay  bias,  strike  one  now  as  ludi- 
rously  quaint  and  naive.  We  really  do 
not  know  enough  about  the  formative 
centuries  of  classical  Greek 
civilization  —  the  Eighth  to  the  Sixth 
Centuries  BC  —  to  be  able  to  construct 
a  cohesive  etiology.  Dover,  in  his  con- 
clusion, does  make  much  of  the  absence 
of  any  socially  and  politically  enforced 
ascetic  reUgion  in  Greek  society.  I  would 
also.  Greek  civilization  had  a  basically 
sex-positive  attitude  toward  life  which 
was  discernible  as  early  as  Homer. 
Critical  though  I  am  of  many  aspects  of 
this  civilization,  it  is  an  attitude  which 
remains  fascinating  to  me. 

Beert  VerstraeteD 

Lox  &  cream  cheese 

Barrtgw  by  Ginger  Lox.  Naiad  Press, 
1978,  $5.50 

According  to  the  copy  on  the  back  cov- 
er, "Berrigan  is  the  archetypical  middle 
class  lesbian  in  that  she  is  exuberant  and 
filled  with  youthful  hell  and  spirit. 


FILM 


Getting  out  of 
Swan's  way 

The  Warriors.  Directed  by  Walter  Hill.  Pro- 
duced by  Lawrence  Gordon.  Paramount, 
USA, 1979. 

The  Warriors  looks  like  it  hasn't  got  an 
idea  in  its  pretty  head,  but  God  what  a 
vision:  Boys  in  Night-town,  riding  their 
subway  trains  in  and  out  of  all  those 
long  lovely  dark  tunnels. 

There's  not  much  else  to  contemplate. 
The  Warriors  —  a  New  York  gang 
whose  trademark  is  smart  leather  vests 
worn  over  only  slightly  less  tanned 
flesh  —  are  suspected  of  assassinating  a 
gang  chief  at  a  meeting  of  the  clans  in 
the  Bronx.  The  seven  delegates  from  the 
Warriors  must  then  make  their  way  back 
to  their  home  turf  of  Coney  Island 
through  Manhattan's  subways  and  its 
many  avenging  gangs. 

The  movie's  opening  setpiece  is  the 
Bronx  conclave  itself,  with  its  thousands 
of  gang  members  decked  out  in  a  wide 
range  of  urban  guerilla  drag.  And  it's 
here,  too,  we  begin  to  pick  up  certain 
undertones.  As  the  gangs  mingle,  the 
camera  lovingly  browses  the  surging 
crowd  and  the  plentifully  displayed  skin. 
The  scene  is  panicked,  confused,  shat- 
tered by  violence  and  police  sirens.  Dir- 
ector Walter  Hill's  camera  is  never  in  the 
wrong  place,  but  sometimes  we're 
damned  suspicious  of  where  it  does  go. 

The  suspicion  arises  first,  even  before 
the  convening  of  the  clans,  when  the 
camera,  held  waist-high,  gives  us  a  very 
tight  shot  of  a  succession  of  denimed 
aotches  butting  their  way  through  a 
subway  turnstile.  Violent  and  sexy  at 
onoe,  this  short,  nearly  subliminal  shot 
proves  to  be  no  accident.  It's  simply  the 
first  in  a  series  of  calculated  teases  that 
maybe  only  us  dedicated  cruisers  pick  up 
on. 

New  York  at  night  is  a  city  of  roving 
boys.  They're  all  of  them  violent  and 
ever  more  attractive  because  of  it.  At 
first  this  looks  like  William  Burrough's 
world  or  maybe  Genet's,  but  as  the 
scenes  of  violence  and  eroticism 
accumulate,  the  film  doesn't  get  more 
violent,  more  erotic  —  it  gets  balletic. 
No  one  comes  when  he's  killed;  neither 
blood  nor  sperm  gets  spilled.  None  of 


always  overshadowed  with  her  sense  of 
class  background . "  If  you  are  expecting 
the  definitive  statement  about  "middle 
class  lesbianism,"  forget  it.  What  you 
wiU  find  instead  is  a  story  that,  while 
attempting  a  modem-life  scenario,  ends 
up  following  what  could  be  called  the 
tragic  tradition  in  lesbian  literature:  "it 
must  have  been  real  love  'cause  she  just 
died." 

Berrigan  is  a  story  of  self-discovery 
wluch,  unfortunately  for  the  reader, 
hai^ns  to  follow  a  predictable  and 
boring  route.  Realization  of  sexuality 
plus  blessings  from  a  supportive  shrink 
leading  to  self-acceptance,  attending  col- 
lege, affairs  with  confused  women, 
dr(^3ping  out,  becoming  a  poet  and  a 
feminist  too,  leaving  town,  meeting 
more  confused  women  before  finally  en- 
countering an  aspiring  "artiste."  Love 
blossoms,  lasts  19  pages  and  ends  in 
death  by  drowning.  She's  depressed, 
then  recovers  and  remains  loverless,  but 
self-sufficient  and  content.  And  she  Uves 
happily  ever  after.  Ho  hum.  All  in  all, 
a  nice  story,  but  nice  doesn't  necessar- 
ily mean  memorable. 

This  is  a  first  novel,  so  Lox  may  have 
attempted  too  much.  While  the  general 


theme  of  "growth"  is  good,  the  trans- 
ition is  choppy.  Events  are  described  but 
rardy  developed.  The  lack  of  smooth- 
ness is  further  accentuated  by  style.  For 
example,  the  plot  is  related  through  in- 
termixing of  the  third  and  first  persons 
as  well  as  by  journal  entries.  This  makes 
the  juxtaposition  of  the  past  and  present 
difficult  to  understand.  Additional  pro- 
blems are  created  by  having  Berrigan 
speak  through  italics,  which  tend  to  be 
both  mentally  and  physically  jarring  to 
the  eye.  Lox  has  a  good  grasp  of  "an- 
guish," but  seems  to  clutter  and  dilute 
"love  and  happiness"  with  grandiose 
metaphors.  The  impact  of  many  good 
points  is  dulled  by  over-explanation  — 
a  case  of  converting  the  converted.  Fur- 
thermore, Lox  does  not  once  physically 
describe  her  main  character.  This  might 
have  worked  in  a  short  story,  but  a 
novel  tends  to  require  characters  with 
substance  —  not  ectoplasms  with 
names.  Even  a  lesbian  prototype 
shouldn't  defy  description. 

Heather  Ramsay  D 

Write:  Naiad  Press,  7800  WestsideDr, 
Weatherby  Lake.  MO,  64152  USA. 


Closeted  eroticism  among  New  York  punks 


the  boys  has  the  fatal  sensuality  of  a 
Genet  criminal,  but  many  of  them  look 
to  have  a  good  Sassoon  cut. 

The  seven  Warriors  make  their  way 
down  Manhattan,  humpy  knight  errants 
all.  On  their  journey  through  adversity 
to  the  sea,  it's  necessary  for  them  to  re- 
frain from  temptation,  to  maintain  their 
purity  for  the  quest.  Those  who  are 
tempted  by  impure  thoughts  or  desires 
(always  having  to  do  with  women)  are 
bound  to  fail.  One  of  the  Warriors  falls, 
in  the  nocturnal  bower  of  Central  Park, 
to  the  charms  of  a  mysterious  damsel 
who  turns  out  to  be  a  vice-squad  decoy. 
The  other  stalwarts  are  lured  to  the 
apartment  of  a  girl  gang  called  the 
Lizzies  where  they  are  seduced  and 
nearly  castrated. 

The  message  is  clear:  stay  away  from 
"clucks."  If  you  try  to  fuck  with  them 
they'll  fuck  you  over.  Stick  to  the  boys. 
They're  too  pure  to  fuck,  too  busy  being 
mean,  but  they're  sure  fun  to  look  at. 

What  should  be  the  final  confronta- 
tion, actually  the  consummation  of  the 
movie's  two  parallel  currents  of  overt 
violence  and  unspoken  sex,  comes  when 
Swan,  the  leader  of  the  Warriors,  meets 
up  with  the  head  of  The  Punks,  a  roller- 
skating  gang.  The  skater,  well-built  and 
as  handsome  as  Swan,  glides  in  slow 
graceful  curves  down  a  ramp  leading  to  a 
subway  platform.  He  and  Swan  face  off 
and  we  prepare  ourselves  for  one  sort  of 
coupling  or  another. 


But  the  director  closets  his  eroticism 
more  than  any  medieval  mythmaker. 
Hill  cuts  away  moments  before  the  two 
boys  meet  —  the  gangs  of  each  arrive 
and  we  must  have  a  final  joust  set  (this 
can't  be  accidental)  in  a  subway 
bathroom. 

And  eventually  Swan  —  an  Andy 
GSbb  without  chest  hair  —  stands  at  the 
edge  of  the  sea,  his  sulky,  foxy  little  face 
bearing  a  trophy  of  battle;  a  single  scar 
on  his  cheek  as  stylized  as  a  scarab.  The 
backlighting  gives  him  a  mask  as  thick 
asGarbo's. 

A  movie  as  unerringly  violent  as  The 
Warriors  without  ever  showing  the 
consequences  of  violence,  a  movie  that 
continually  insinuates  eroticism  and  yet 
sets  all  its  climaxes  on  the  field  of  battle, 
is  the  ultimate  tease.  The  Warriors  sug- 
gests, implies,  tantaUzes  and  then 
smashes  small  hope  with  a  club.  We 
leave  the  film  not  turned  on  but  ana- 
phrodised.  (Urban  teenagers  leave  it 
frustrated  and  angry  and  end  up  stab- 
bing each  other.) 

Director  Hill  turns  New  York  at  night 
into  a  cleverly  lighted  disco  —  Central 
Park  is  dark  neon  green  —  and 
pancakes  fiesh  till  it  looks  like  nauga- 
hyde.  He  has  a  vision  of  beauty  but  not  a 
beautiful  vision.  The  airbrush  and  the 
album  cover  are  his  sources.  His  gangs 
are  squeaky  clean,  like  Harvard  on 
Spring  Break. 

WUlAitkenD 


Lizards  in  Banff 

Ufa  on  Mare  by  Larry  Fineberg.  Toronto 
Free  Theatre 

Larry  Fineberg' s  latest  comedy  com- 
pares with  a  TV  sit-com  —  unfavour- 
ably. At  least  the  characters  of  the  aver- 
age television  series  usually  demonstrate 
a  semblance  of  humanity,  however  mis- 
guided. The  posters  for  Fineberg's  effort 
dqjict  three  lizards  sharing  a  bed.  The 
image  supports  the  author's  deliberate 
pursuit  of  the  ugly  in  human  relation- 
ships. Foregoing  "sympathetic"  charac- 
ters with  trendy  disdain,  he  flaunts  cyn- 
icism with  a  vengeance.  Instead  of  cheap 
sentiment,  we're  dished  an  even  cheaper 
malice. 

We're  also  fed  a  tasteless  mess  of 
hackneyed  attitudes  about  "theatah" 
people,  failed  artists,  etc  —  all  to  ex- 
jMn,  I  suppose,  the  "cynical  chic"  life- 
style of  Kirk  and  Lee  Leverton,  bicker- 
ing spouses  resembling  a  tired  and 
bloodless  George  and  Martha  from 
Albee's  Who 's  Afraid  of  Virginia 
Woolf?  Stuck  in  Banff,  Kirk  faces  his 
flailing  talent  as  a  writer,  while  Lee  mir- 
rcws  his  self-pity  and  loathing  with  her 
nagging  desperation  to  "get  out."  When 
Mark  Mendelsohn,  a  twenty-three-year- 
dd  heir  to  a  Mississauga  steel  fortune 
arrives  to  buy  their  chalet,  greed,  oppor- 
tunism and  deceit  circle  the  trio  like 
flies. 

In  this  nasty  atmosphere  of  frustrated 
complaint,  Kirk's  "bisexuality" 
becomes  just  another  self-indulgent  lust. 
Us  almost  immediate  seduction  of  Mark 
is  plausible  only  to  a  backroom  cruiser 
recently  rescued  from  a  desert  island. 
Although  Banff  may  be  the  cultural 
backwater  Kirk  claims,  it's  not  a  sexual 
wasteland  —  as  Kirk  and  Lee's  refer- 
ences to  Kirk's  numerous  tricks  attest. 
That  these  liasons  leave  Kirk  unfulfilled 
is  a  foregone  conclusion:  "sooner  or 
later  they  want  to  talk,"  he  whines.  All 
he  wants  is  to  fuck.  Life  is  tough  even 
(particularly?)  in  Banff. 

Millionaire  Mark,  enamoured  of 
Kirk's  one  and  only  novel,  is  obviously 
out  of  his  depth  with  such  ex-Toronto 
sophisticates.  Besides  cash  and  a  cute 
ass,  he  offers  friendship  and  poems. 
Kirk  soon  pronounces  him  "deficient." 
We're  meant  to  realize,  however,  that 
Mark  is  deprived.  Poor  httle  rich  kid,  he 
seeks  affection  with  a  series  of  vultures, 
beginning  with  a  hairdresser  who  wears 
boots  and  favours  nipple-clamps,  ending 
with  Lee  and  Kirk  —  whom  he'd  like  to 
buy  along  with  their  chalet  and  back 
issues  of  Architectural  Digest.  That  he's 
content  to  sleep  at  the  foot  of  their  bed 
like  a  dog,  yet  wise  enough  to  conceal  his 
lack  of  ready  funds  are  only  a  few  of 
the  impossible  inconsistencies  in  his 
character. 

Dixie  Seatle  and  Frank  Maraden  do 
their  bitchy  best  with  a  bad  situation  and 


Oil'  Image  Contributors 

will  Altken  is  an  editor  of  Take  One  magazine. . . 
Elizabeth  Bolton  Is  an  unemployed  compositor 
singing  In  Montreal.. Richard  LIppe  works 
at  New  Cinema  and  is  currently  organizing  a  retro- 
spective of  tfie  American  fiorror  film  for  the  1979 
Toronto  Film  Festival . . .  David  Mole  teaches 
Economics  at  Scarborough  College,  University  of 
Toronto. . .  Heather  Ramsay  is  a  misunderstood 
genius. . . Konnle  Reich  is  a  refugee  from  West 
Berlin . . . Beert  Verstraete  teaches  Classics  at 
Acadia  University  In  Nova  Scotia. .  Robert  Wal- 
lace teaches  at  Glendon  College,  York  Univer- 
sity. .  Robin  Wood  teaches  at  York  University: 
he  is  the  author  of  half  a  dozen  books  on  the  cin- 
ema and  is  a  regular  writer  for  Film  Comment  and 
Movie 
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effect  a  few  brittle  laughs.  Ralph  Ben- 
mergui  doesn't  stand  a  chance  as 
Mark  —  unless  you  find  the  souvenirs 
of  Banff  which  he  carries  for  most  of  the 
second  act  (a  ceramic  pot  and  a  Mountie 
toy)  hilarious.  Eric  Steiner's  direction  is 
functional  (ie,  neat  and  unobtrusive) 
except  for  the  innovative  touch  of  hav- 
ing Ethel  Merman  belt  out  showtunes  to 
cover  the  blackouts  (cynical,  chic,  corny 
or  camp:  pick  one).  Douglas  McLean's 
set  suggests  he  could  clean  up  in  interior 
design  —  particularly  in  Donvale,  West 
Van  or  suburban  Edmonton.  I  did  like 
the  fact  that  the  large  picture  windows 
revealed  nothing  but  black,  even  at 
noon.  I  hope  this  was  intentional. 

As  for  the  script,  however,  I'd  prefer 
to  believe  it's  expedient.  Most  play- 
wrights create  from  their  own  experience 
plays  that  reveal  their  personal  interests 
and  concerns.  If  this  is  true  of  Life  on 
Mars,  Larry  Fineberg  is  best  advised  to 
widen  his  experience  and  perception  of 
what  is  happening  in  Canadian  society 
and  culture  and  forget  New  York,  which 
his  play  suggests  he  still  equates  With  Oz. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  intends  this 
work  to  exploit  what  he  considers  the 
fM-evaihng  mood  of  the  Brown  Seventies, 
his  expedience  is  sadly  mis-calculated. 
Most  gays,  particularly  those  of  Kirk's 


Fineberg:  outdated  angst 


intelligence  and  privilege,  have  moved 
wdl  beyond  self-lacerating  angst  (1980 
Hurrah!).  And,  I  suspect,  most  straights 
are  equally  bored  with  the  narcissistic 
trauma  of  bourgeois  artistes. 

Scratch  a  cynic  and  you  at  least  find 
Hood. 

Robert  Wallace  D 

Store  bought 

Sight  Unseen  by  Steve  Petch.  Directed  by 
Jack  Blum.  A  Tarragon  Theatre  Production. 
Phoenix  Theatre.  Toronto. 

It  is  the  summer  of  1928  and  three  young 
Canadians,  the  beautiful  daughter  of  a 
Swiss  banker  and  a  retired  occulist 
named  Davies,  find  themselves  on  a 
Greek  island.  It  is  a  setting  that  surely 
goes  beyond  the  clichdd  to  the  classic. 

Nothing  much  happens:  a  walk,  a 
minor  infidelity,  some  unpacking  and 
squabbling,  but  the  emotional  lives  and 
anxious  schemes  of  the  characters  pre- 
cipitate them  into  a  very  tangible  and 
sustained  drama.  Steve  Fetch's  dialogue 
manages  to  convey  complexities,  infer- 
ences, unexpressed  needs  and  feelings 
with  great  delicacy.  The  "cutting"  of 
the  action  produces  a  remarkable  sense 
of  scenes  turning  inside  out  which  ac- 
cents the  self-contained  quality  of  the  re- 
lationships we  are  observing. 

In  this  new  work  Steve  Petch  deploys 
a  measure  of  craft  rarely  found  in  Cana- 
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dian  plays.  And  yet,  for  the  homosexual 
critic,  there  is  something  amiss.  Homo- 
sexuality is  important  to  the  play.  For 
Richard,  the  young  Canadian,  an  impli- 
cit but  unexplored  desire  for  his  friend, 
the  selfish  and  scheming  Alan,  stands 
for  all  his  buried  sensual  life  and  his 
failure  to  make  anything  of  it  that  would 
be  his  own.  This  failure  is  confirmed, 
not  overcome,  by  the  action  of  the  play. 

Davies  —  the  gossipy,  curious, 
meddlesome  old  man  —  is,  by  his  own 
confession,  interested  in  boys.  We  are  to 
presume  that  this  "vice"  and  an  embit- 
tered old  age  lies  behind  his  drive  to  in- 
terfere in  the  affairs  of  the  other  charac- 
to^.  It  is  an  interference  that  is  cunning 


without  being  wise,  motivated  by 
voyeurism  rather  than  sympathy. 

Davies  presses  his  revelations  about 
Richard  and  gets  knocked  down  for  his 
trouble.  The  horrid  "secret"  never 
comes  out,  Davies  accomplishes  nothing 
but  a  sensation  and  Richard  retreats  fur- 
ther from  the  world.  Their  emotional 
and  sexual  knots  are  tied  irrevocably. 

My  objection  to  all  this  is  not  that 
homosexuals  look  bad.  The  problem  is 
that  the  "homosexual"  characters  are 
ultimately  uninteresting,  store  bought, 
stale.  Enough,  surely,  of  tense  young 
men  driven  to  crazy  incompetence  by 
unspoken  lust.  Enough  of  old  pederasts 
gaga  with  absurd  desire,  soured  by  their 


failure  to  come  to  terms  with  age. 

Once  one  begins  to  recognize  the  dull 
old  friends  that  ground  the  gay  charac- 
ters, the  weaknesses  in  the  other  charac- 
terizations become  more  apparent  (I  ex- 
cept from  the  charge  Marion,  the  wife, 
played  very  precisely  by  Maureen 
McRae).  The  play  begins  to  fall  apart 
and  tiims  out  less  engaging  than  one  had 
supposed;  the  sight  unseen  is  less  than  it 
seemed. 

Perhaps  Steve  Petch  will  one  day  have 
something,  if  not  true,  at  least  new  to 
say  about  us.  I  hope  that  he  will  dress  it 
up  as  craftily  as  he  did  the  clichdd  on  this 
occasion. 


David  MoleD 


Taking  off 

Rylng  Lasbians  by  Flying  Lesbians.  LP. 
Verlag  Frauenoflensive,  1975,  $8. 

Flying  Lesbians  is  the  name  of  a  German 
lesbian  band.  It's  also  the  name  of  their 
first  recording.  Although  not  recent  it's 
a  fine  women's  record.  Unlike  most 
American  women's  recordings,  the 
group  is  very  upfront  and  not  just  in 
terms  of  their  music  (their  name  certain- 
ly doesn't  leave  any  questions  unanswer- 
ed). 

The  group  consists  of  seven  women, 
all  of  whom  participated  in  producing 
the  album.  They  say  that  they  are  gay 
and  feminist  but  that  they  are  neither  a 
showband  nor  professionak.  Despite 
this,  the  music  and  recording  are  of  very 
high  quality.  The  group  believes  that  it's 
important  to  women's  culture  for  us  to 
make  our  own  music  and  say  the  things 
that  relate  to  us. 

Generally  speaking,  their  music  is 
rock  and  roll,  but  there  is  also  a  song  for 
everyone.  One  of  the  songs,  "Treber- 
m^chen,"  deals  with  the  victimization 
of  prostitutes.  A  particularly  punchy 
and  sarcastic  song,  "Die  Bisexualitflt," 
is  one  of  my  favourites: 

On  and  off 

every  now  and  then 

I  need  to  spend  an  evening  with  women 

I'm  holding  myself  open 

both  sides  can  hope  for  me 

I  always  have  an  alibi 

because  at  least  I'm  bi 

Three  of  their  songs  are  in  English. 
One  of  them,  "I'm  a  lesbian,  how  about 
you?"  is  done  in  almost  ragtime  style. 
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•Zastrozzi,  an  S&M  play  by  George  F 
Walker,  has  been  published  by  Play- 
wright's Co-op,  8  York  St,  Toronto, 
ON,  M5J  1R2.  Anton  Wagner,  who  has 
written  in  these  pages,  has  edited  two  an- 
thologies: Canada's  Lost  Plays:  The 
Nineteenth  Century  and  Canada's  Lost 
Plays:  Women  Pioneers.  They  are  avail- 
able from  Canadian  Theatre  Review 
Publications,  York  University,  47(X) 
KedeSt,  Downsview,  ON,  M3J  1P3. 
•Ian  Young's  poetry  is  now  available  in 
German.  Achenbich-Verlag  of  West 
Germany  has  just  published  a  bilingual 
edition  of  his  selected  poems  entitled 
Schwute  Poesie  (Gay  Poetry).  The  book 
is  available  in  Canada  from  Catalyst 
Press,  315  Blantyrc  Ave,  Scarborough, 
ON,M3J  1P3.  for$5. 
•Lavender  Culture,  the  latest  anthology 
of  gay  lib  essays  edited  by  Karla  Jay  and 
Allen  Young,  is  out  at  last  in  a  bargain- 
priced  paper  edition  from  Jove. 
•The Night  They  Raided  Truxx.  a  musi- 
cal based  loosely  on  the  real  life  raid  and 
subsequent  imprisonment  of  patrons  of 
the  Montreal  gay  bar  Truxx,  is  now 
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Christel  Wachowsiti  and  Monilui  Mengel  of  Flying  Lesbians 


This  piece  will  get  you  on  your  feet!  On 
the  song  "Battered  Wife,"  the  singer's 
deep  voice  makes  the  song  particularly 
moving.  "Far  Frau  Dr  A"  deals  with 
women  who  prostitute  themselves  to  get 
into  high  positions.  Flying  Lesbians  in- 
sist that  women  in  power  are  more  men 
than  women  in  their  heads. 

"Arbeitslos"  is  about  the  difficulties 
that  older  women  experience  when  they 
get  fired.  A  woman  of  fifty  years  is  not 
old,  but  the  ugly  reality  is  that  no  one 
wants  to  hire  her  at  that  age.  "Wir  sind 
die  homosexuallen  Frauen"  ("We  are 
the  homosexual  women")  sounds  like  a 
military  march.  It  says  lesbians  are  fin- 
ally coming  out  into  the  Ught  and  can't 
be  overlooked  anymore.  It  also  suggests 
that  no  husband  can  ever  be  sure  that  his 
own  wife  doesn't  feel  this  way.  "Frauen 
kommther"  ("Women  come  together") 


is  an  appeal  to  all  women  to  think  about 
the  daily  labour  that  we  are  expected  to 
do,  supposedly  out  of  love.  It  reminds 
women  that  we  are  never  allowed  the 
time  to  think  of  ourselves,  and  demands: 
"Women  stand  up  —  together  we  are 
strong." 

One  of  the  few  blues  numbers  on  the 
album  is  the  "Matriachats-Blues"  (Mat- 
riarchal blues").  The  song  concludes 
that  after  a  million  years  of  oppression 
women  have  nothing  to  lose  but  men. 
Soundsgoodtome! 

Konnie  Reiciia 


Flying  Lesbians  can  be  had  by  writing  to 
Verlag  Frauenoffensive,  8000  Miinchen, 
Josephsburgstrafie  16.  In  Toronto  it  is 
available  at  the  Women 's  Bookstore  ana 
Glad  Day. 


available  in  script  form  for  $3.50 
through  the  Nova  Scotia  Dramatist's 
Co-op,  Box  3608.  Halifax  South  Post 
Office,  Halifax,  NS,  B3J  3K6. 
•Dyke,  the  American  radical  lesbian 


DfKE 


IS  OUT) 


Taking  a  stand 


quarterly,  has  folded.  The  editors  have 
offered  an  analysis  of  why  the  journal 
was  unable  to  support  itself:  "We  were 
never  afraid  to  take  risks,  to  take  a  con- 
troversial stand.  Our  title,  which  we 
thought  was  amusing,  was  to  many  ag- 
gressive, provocative  and  repellent.  The 
mixture  of  radical  lesbian  separatist  poh- 
tics  and  slick  graphics  was  too  confusing 
for  many  women  to  take  in.  Our  courage 
to  voice  the  opinions  that  most  women 
would  only  confess  in  the  secrecy  of 
their  own  living  rooms  was  painful  for 
many.  Our  passion  for  revealing  our 
intimate  thoughts  was  just  too  threaten- 
ing. Each  issue  of  the  magazine  lost 
money.  Our  demands  were  too  high  to 
publish  poorly:  we  wanted  the  magazine 
to  rcfiect  the  high  opinion  we  have  of 
lesbians  and  we  wanted  it  to  last  years. 
We  accepted  advertising  only  from 
women-owned  businesses,  and  since  our 
circulation  was  so  small,  it  was  hardly 
worthwhile  for  the  few  women-owned 
businesses  that  exist  to  advertise  with  us. 
We  were  also  committed  to  paying  for 
all  work  —  a  costly  commitment.  The 
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editors  will  continue  to  publish  feminist 
and  lesbian  books  and  pamphlets." 
Their  new  address  is  Tomato 
Publications,  Ltd,  Preston  Hollow,  NY, 
12469  USA. 

•The  Performing  Woman  is  a  new  direc- 
tory of  women  musicians  published 
twice  annually.  Although  at  this  point 
the  listings  are  for  the  most  part  Ameri- 
can, the  publishers  are  looking  to  add 
Canadian  performers.  Their  address  is 
26910  Grand  View  Avenue,  Hayward, 
CA,  94542  USA. 

•Lampiao,  the  gay  monthly  published  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro  (in  Portuguese)  has  been 
having  legal  problems,  but  it  dauntlessly 
continues  to  serve  its  readers  with  high- 
quality  news  and  features  about  gay  life 
in  Brazil,  plus  material  concerning  social 
change  in  general.  It  is  edited  by  a  collec- 
tive of  gay  men.  Send  $1 .50  for  a  sample 
copy  or  $15  for  a  one  year  subscription 
to  Caixa  Postal  4103 1 ,  Santa  Teresa, 
CEP  21241 ,  Rio  de  Janeiro  RJ,  Braadl. 
•American  literary  historian  Joseph 
Cady  is  presently  working  on  an  impor- 
tant three  volume  study  of  gay  male 
literature  which  will  be  entitled  Into  the 
Open.  While  in  Toronto  recently  he 
spoke  at  Erindale  College,  and  to  Gays 
at  the  University  of  Toronto. 
•The  radical  film  journal  Jump  Cut  de- 
votes a  great  deal  of  the  current  issue  (no 
19)  to  revolutionary  Cuban  cinema.  Ap- 
pended to  it  is  an  unusually  perceptive 
discussion  of  homosexuality  in  both  the 
cinema  and  the  country  itself. 
•Wives  Supporting  the  Strike,  a  group 
of  women  organizing  support  systems 
during  the  ongoing  INCO  strike  at 
Sudbury,  are  soliciting  donations  for  a 
film  detailing  their  efforts  to  fight  a  mul- 
tinational as  the  wives  of  working  men. 
Cheques  should  be  made  out  to  WSS 


Film  Fund  and  sent  to  Development  Ed- 
ucation Centre,  121  Avenue  Road, 
Toronto,  ON. 

•The  last  issue  of  Centerfold  magazine 
gave  extensive  and  accurate  coverage  of 
The  Body  Politic' s  brush  with  the  law. 
The  current  issue  has  an  article  on  infan- 


ICENTERFOLDI 


'THE  BQmmmM&txitti' 


tidde  by  Lisa  Steele.  Although  primarily 
a  publication  deahng  with  the  more 
avant  garde  side  of  the  arts,  articles  such 
as  the  above  show  the  diversity  of  this 
fine  new  bimonthly.  It  may  be  obtained 
from  them  at  2nd  floor,  217  Richmond 
St  W.  Toronto,  ON,  M5W  1W2. 

•Broadside  is  a  new  monthly  of  political, 
social  and  aesthetic  commentary  pub- 
lished by  a  Toronto  feminist  collective. 
An  introductory  issue  appears  this 
month;  regular  publication  begins  in 
September.  Subscriptions  are  $8  from 
Box  494,  Station  P,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S 
2T1. 


Village  People  were  in  Toronto  last  month  —  not  only  at  Maple  Leaf  Gardens  where, 
with  Gloria  Gaynor  in  tow,  they  sold  out  —  but  at  Toronto's  well-known  Second  City 
Cabaret.  Disguised  as  straights  playing  gays  (playing  straights),  they  began  the  second 
half  of  For  Whom  the  Bell  Hops  with  their  disco  hit  "TTC,"  a  rousing  tribute  to  Tor- 
onto's transit  system  only  slightly  reminiscent  of  "YMCA,"  only  slightly  reminiscent 
of  "Macho  Man,"  only  slightly  reminiscent  of  "In  the  Navy."  The  crowd',  mainly  stu- 
dents on  a  field  trip  from  Qeveland,  went  wild,  ordering  cokes  with  abandon.  Second 
Qty  deserves  credit  for  recognizing  that  Village  People  really  live  in  the  suburbs  of 
America,  where  parodying  fags  parodying  fags  has  become  a  rec-room  ritual  to  rival 
Pirandello.  The  question  remains  for  whom  the  joke  works.  And  who's  laughing 
at  whom?  D 
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by  Richard  Labonte 


Homo  Heights  meets  Prince  Valiant 


Stay  tuned  as  Toronto  Life  puts  the  gays 
in  bed  with  the  evangelicals,  presents 
voices  from  the  past  of  gay  liberation, 
offers  "Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men" 
as  "a  new  stage  in  the  continuing  war 
between  those  who  wanted  to  sweep 
away  all  remaining  restrictions  on  sexual 
acts  between  consenting  parties,  and 
those  who  wanted  to  retain  these  restric- 
tions as  the  last  barrier  between  civiliza- 
tion and  the  powers  of  darkness." 

Part  one  of  Philip  Marchand's  wordy 
ruminations  on  gays  and  the  backlash, 
in  the  April  issue,  argued  that  the  best 
thing  that  could  have  happened  to  the 
gay  activist  in  Toronto  was  the  gay- 
baiting  of  fundamentalists  such  as  Ken 
Campbell  and  Anita  Bryant,  and  police 
raids  on  The  Body  Politic  and  The 
Barracks:  suddenly  the  flagging 
movement  had  some  oppressions  around 
which  to  rally. 

In  part  two,  next  month,  the  more  im- 
mediate fuss  from  publication  of  the 
controversial  article  will  be  discussed.  In 
the  first  half,  Marchand  suggested  that 
gays  share  with  the  "evangelicals"  the 
kinship  of  coming  from  a  tightly  knit 
subculture  at  odds  with  the  rest  of 
society,  the  passionate  release  of  pro- 
claiming one's  cause  before  the  world, 
•and  the  ability  to  channel  a  zeal  —  the 
promotion  of  Christ  in  one  case,  the 
promotion  of  a  sexual  revolution  in  the 
other.  The  article,  for  all  its  sound  and 
fury,  signifies  something:  gay  liberation 
has  acquired  respectability  as  fit  matter 
for  straight-media  study.  Apparently  the 
more  oppressive  things  get,  the  more  cel- 
ebrated we  become. 


In  an  uncharacteristically  gentle  and 
sympathetic  manner,  Calgary  critic  John 
Hofsess  profiled  writer  Marie-Claire 
Blais  in  the  February  Books  in  Canada. 

She  is  not  assessed  as  a  gay  writer,  or 
woman  writer,  or  qu6b^oise  writer: 
those  are  labels  Hofsess  reports  that 
Blais  rejects.  She  is  not  about  to  be 
trapped  by  categorization.  She  is  content 
to  be  known,  simply,  as  a  writer  —  one 
who  is  more  willing  than  before  to 
integrate  her  lesbianism  with  her  art,  to 
articulate  more  firmly  an  acceptance  of 
social  change  in  Quebec,  to  express  the 
strength  of  women  in  her  characters. 

Hofsess  also  asked  Blais  an  important 
question:  why  no  article  about  her  over 
the  years  —  in  Weekend,  Maclean 's, 
Saturday  Night  —  has  mentioned  her 
16-year  relationship  with  artist  Mary 
Meigs.  "I  guess  they  do  not  feel  com- 
fortable with  the  truth,"  she  replied. 
• 

A  decade  of  gay  hberation  received  a 
benign  overview  in  the  March  Saturday 
Night's  chatty  "The  Inside  Track,"  a 
section  initiated  some  months  ago  to 
fine-focus  on  interesting  issues  and 
institutions. 

Gays  rank  right  up  there  with  the 
CBC,  the  trade  union  movement,  the  re- 
surgent magazine  industry  and  the  fear- 
ful, trembling  universities  as  fodder  for 
the  once-ovcr-lightly  treatment  — 
another  sign  that  notoriety  is  sometimes 
its  own  reward . 

Topics  skimmed  by  Toronto  gay 
writer  Norman  Hay  include  the  day  the 
gay  revolution  is  said  to  have  started  — 


in  Ottawa,  in  the  rain  in  August,  1971 ; 
les  gais  et  gaies  du  Quebec;  the  literary 
side  of  gay  culture  —  Glad  Day  Books; 
the  effervescence  of  George  Hislop;  and 
the  coming  out  of  activists  like  Naomi 

ftooks  and  Doug  Wilson. 

• 

Edward  Jones  likes  Daniel  Curzon's 
Among  the  Carnivores  because  it 
"avoids  boastful  defiance  and  special 
pleading  for  gay  liberation."  That's  the 
sort  of  civil  pro-gay  stand  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Guardian  feels  at  ease 
with  —  and  so  a  full-page  article  in  the 
weekly's  March  1  book  section  celeb- 
rates the  celebrity  of  hometowner 
Curzon. 

Jones,  a  Pennsylvania  college 
professor,  puts  the  case  that  Curzon's 
mellow  tone  has  earned  him 
"consideration  as  a  front  runner"  in  re- 
cent serious  fiction  on  male  homo- 
sexuality —  a  novelist  making  a  cont- 
ribution to  humane  letters. 

The  point  of  the  book,  according  to 
Jones,  comes  when  a  full-professor 
character  comes  out  —  in  the  Bay  Guar- 
dian that's  "comes  out"  —  with  the 
cry:  "I  want  you  all  to  know  that  homo- 
sexuals are  not  rare  creatures,  too  un- 
speakable to  believe.  We're  around..." 


It  was  no  surprise  some  years  ago  when 
Garry  Trudeau's  Doonesbury  appeared 
with  a  couple  of  gay  characters.  But 
more  traditional  strips  have  come  out  re- 
cently with  liberated  characterizations: 
Prince  Valiant  early  in  March  and 
Brenda  Starr,  Reporter,  late  in 
February. 

In  the  Feb  24  colour  episode  oi  Brenda 
Starr,  Starr's  new  professional  rival  — 
a  sexy  number  —  was  revealed  to  be  the 
female  impersonator  nephew  of 
Brenda's  macho  would-be  lover,  Basil. 
Brenda  confessed  that  Sipper's  beguiling 
ways  were  getting  under  her  skin;  Basil 


neglect,  Chicago  has  asked  only  that 
gays  refrain  from  running  it,  so  to 
speak,  into  the  ground." 

And  everything  touched  by  the 
Playboy  philosophy  turns  to  stereotype: 
the  average  —  and  presumably  ideal  — 
Homo  Heights  resident  makes  $30,000, 
sleeps  with  six  sexual  partners  a  week, 
shares  an  apartment  for  economic  or 
handy-sex  reasons  but  never  for  love, 
and  strives  to  obtain  creative  jobs  like 
hairdressing.  Just  like  the  playboy  and 
his  bunnies  next  door. 

A  Soho  Weeldy  News  interview  with 
novelist  Neal  Travis  back  on  February  8 
celebrated  the  straight  boy's  courage:  he 
dared  make  his  alter  ego  in  the  gossip- 


mon-i-tor  (moii*e-ter)  n.  One  that  cautions,  admonishes  or  re- 
minds. Any  device  used  to  record  or  control  a  process,  (tr.  v.)  To 
check,  to  test,  to  keep  track  of,  to  scrutinize,  to  keep  watch  over, 
to  direct.  (Latin,  one  who  warns,  from  wonere,  to  warn.) 


snarled  that  his  nephew's  uncloseting 
would  drive  him  "up  the  wall." 

In  the  March  3  colour  episode  of  the 
redoubtable  prince's  adventures, 
youthful  hero  Arn  was  accosted  in  the 
forest  by  the  languidly  fey  knight 
Edwin.  Two  frames  later,  Arn  was 
lying  next  to  a  naked  Edwin  —  but 
declining,  with  a  smile,  an  offer  to  spend 
the  night. 

Think  of  the  possibiUties  this  trend 
opens  up:  Linus,  for  example,  has 
always  been  kind  of  cute. 
• 

A  survey  of  sex  in  Chicago  in  the 
April  issue  of  Playboy  made  note  of 
Homo  Heights,  a  mile-and-a-half  square 
area  of  the  North  Side  taken  over  and 
made  hospitable  by  gay  real  estate 
developers. 

It's  the  ghetto  syndrome  in  action: 
"...everything  in  Chicago  hinges  on 
discretion,  and  in  return  for  its  benign 


novel  Manhattan  a  happy  and  well-ad- 
justed (though  professionally  closeted) 
gay  man. 

"The  reason  I  wrote  the  character  that 
way  is  that  I  want  there  to  be  an 
atmosphere  of  acceptance  for  homo- 
sexuals and  there  isn 't,  "Travis  told 
columnist  Doug  Ireland.  "Men  still 
think  they're  fucking  warriors,  so  we 
can't  understand  who  we  are  and  why 
we  love..." 

Ireland,  a  gay  columnist  himself  — 
but  of  politics,  not  gossip  —  praised  the 
stand  by  Travis :  "  I  n  a  period  of  great 
repression,  with  life-style  issues  being 
used  by  the  new  corporate  fundament- 
alism to  attack  gains  for  human  freedom 
made  in  the  last  decade,  it  is  a  brave 
thing  for  Travis  to  portray  himself  as  a 
creative  and  sensitive  homosexual. 
There  is  no  sensationalism  here;  the  gay 
issue  is  handled  with  wit,  warmth  and 
taste." 


The  great  ambiguity  foisted  on  the  un- 
suspecting disco-crazed  masses, 
according  to  Newsweek's  April  2  cover 
story  on  the  disco  takeover,  is  that  it  all 
started  as,  and  is  still  controlled  by,  the 
"demi-monde"  of  latins,  blacks  and 
bouncy  homosexuals. 

Emblematic  —  symptomatic?  —  of 
this  ambiguity,  said  Newsweek,  is  The 
Village  People:  always  walking  a  middle 
road  between  the  gay  and  straight 
worlds,  according  to  manager-producer 
Jacques  Morali;  reluctant  to  come  out  of 
the  closet,  in  the  words  of  the  magazine. 

Trend-setting  city  discos  are  usually 
owned  and  operated  by  homosexuals, 
the  story  revealed  —  and  most  of  the 
deejays,  as  well  as  the  lighting  crews,  are 
also  gay.  That  pervasive,  eh?  If  we  can 
entertain  them,  why  can't  we  teach  them? 

In  its  historical  analysis,  Newsweek 
credited  gays  with  reviving  the  discothe- 
que scene  deserted  by  jet-setters  jaded  by 
the  frug:  the  all-night  dance  havens  gave 
the  homosexual  community  a  place  to 
"let  go"  without  fear  of  harassment. 

The  breathless  article  also  quoted 
Fantasy  Record's  Nat  Freeland  on  the 
function  of  disco,  the  music;  "It  is  a 
symbolic  call  for  gays  to  come  out  of  the 
closet  and  dance  with  each  other."  Oh. 
• 

We  may  keep  falling  asleep,  we  may  be 
off-colour:  but  our  ailments  sure  are 
appreciated. 

According  to  the  February  8  New 
Scientist,  gay  men  are  far  and  away  the 
most  popular  subjects  for  hepatitis 
research  —  more  popular  than  chrome 
dialysis  patients  (between  50  per  cent 
and  85  per  cent  prone  to  the  infection) 
and  dialysis  unit  staff  members  (between 
30  per  cent  and  50  per  cent  prone). 

Gays  are  an  even  more  likely  prospect 
for  identifiable  infection,  said  the 
British  science  weekly,  and  arc  "particu- 
larly good  subjects  for  studying  the  ef- 
ficacy of  any  vaccine  against  hepatitis." 
Seems  the  breed  is  "well-educated, 
rooognizes  the  disease  and  (is)  highly  co- 
operative. "□ 
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ThelvoryTunnel 

Gay  Small  Press  by  Ian  Young 


Beautifulp  and  smart  too 


Colonel  (non-retired)  Jonathan 
Williams,  a  man  of  considerable  propor- 
tions and  one  who,  in  Eric  Mottram's 
words,  "probably  has  the  widest  subject 
matter  of  any  current  poet  in  the  States" 
stands,  cigar  in  hand,  leaning  on  a  modi- 
fied shepherd's  crook,  looking  suitably 
avuncular  in  his  Samuel  Palmer  sweater 
and  what  appears  to  be  a  sensible  tweed 
skirt;  beside  him,  a  Ufe-size  cardboard 
cutout  of  another  colonel,  Harlan 
Sanders,  also  known  to  have  dealings 
with  chicken. 

This  is  the  cover  photo  ofjyV/50, 
Truck  Magazine 's/cstec/irj//  for  the 
poet's  50th  birthday.  It  includes,  as  well 
as  the  tributes  from  various  writer  and 
artist  friends,  a  handy  checklist  of  77 
Williams  titles:  poetry,  prose  and  photo- 
graphy —  and  a  checklist  of  titles  from 
Jargon  Society,  the  publishing  house 
Jonathan  has  operated  since  1951. 

Jargon,  for  those  luckless  who  know 
not  of  it,  is  quite  simply  the  finest  small 
press  in  America.  It  has  published, 
among  others,  Olson,  Creeley, 
Zukofsky,  Patchen,  Robert  Duncan, 
Layton,  Lorine  Niedecker,  McClure, 
Harold  Norse  —  sometimes  giving  them 
their  first  book  publication.  Looking 
down  the  list  of  titles  from  over  25  years 
of  publishing,  what  amazes  is  that  there 
are  no  bum  titles  here,  no  bad  choices 
(aUowing  of  course  for  differences  of 
taste:  neither  Olson  or  Broughton  has 
ever  been  my  cup  of  tea).  And  every 
book  is  beautifully  designed  (and  never 
over-designed,  the  trap  a  number  of 
fancy  presses  have  fallen  into). 

Several  new  Jargon  and  Williams-re- 
lated tides  are  fresh  off  the  presses: 
Elite/Elate  Poems  is  a  Selected  Poems 
1971-75,  including  a  section  on  Charles 
Ives  ("who  found  our  music  in  the 
ground")  and  a  section  dedicated  to 
Bette  Midler.  Here's  one  of  a  number  of 
"Imaginary  Postcards": 

FuU-Frontal  Card  of  Mr.  E.M.  Forster 
Being  Touched  On  the  Buttocks 
By  Edward  Carpenter's  Uranian 

Friend,  George  Merrill, 
In  the  Greenwood  Near  Milnthorpe, 

Derbyshire  in  1913. 

Line  Drawing  Indicates  Path  of  the 

Sensation 
From  the  Back 
(Figure  A) 

Into  the  Ideas 
(Figure  B). 

Also  included  is  the  beautiful  and 
powerful  "Lexington  Nocturne"  (if  gay 
poems  are  what  it  takes  to  galvanize 
you,  here's  one  of  the  best!) 

Shankum  Naggum  ("twenty  quick 
ones")  is  Williams'  latest  chapbook,  a 
tribute  to  the  folk-talk  and  wisdom  of 
the  American  South  and  the  English 
North  Country:  "Scotland  County 
Police  Chief  N  W  Quick  Says:  IF  YOU 
DRINK.  DON'T  DRINK!  IF  YOU  DRIVE, 
DONT  DRIVE!" 

As  if  prolific  writing  and  publishing 
weren't  enough,  WiUiams  has  also  snap- 
ped a  couple  thousand  colour  photos  of 
poets  and  other  artists  (and  their  homes 
and  graves).  A  selection  of  the  revealing 
and  utterly  ungimmicky  portraits  is  at 
long  last  available,  from  Gnomon  Press. 


Another  new  title  from  Jargon  is  Tom 
Meyer's  Slaves  Calends  Legends,  dedi- 
cated to  Jonathan  Williams  thus:  "In 
this  book/ I'd  put  a  waterfall/ for  you/ 
Jonathan."  It's  a  rich  celebration  of 
ancient  and  natural  lore.  There  is  a 
beautiful  frontispiece  drawing  by  John 
Fumival,  and  a  cover  photo  of  three 

Coi  Jonathan  Williams  (top) 
and  with  friend 


hooded  deities  found  at  a  Roman  fort  in 
Northumbria  —  or  as  Jonathan 
suggested,  "a  rock  group  from  Saskat- 
chewan." 

JW/50  ($4. 50) ,  Elite/Elate  Poems 
($10),  Portrait  Photographs  ($18.50) 
and  Staves  Calends  Legends  ($10)  are 
available,  with  a  catalogue,  from 
Gnomon  Distribution,  PO  Box  106, 
Frankfort,  KY  40602.  Shankum 
Naggum  ($4)  is  available  from  Friends 
of  the  Library,  North  Carolina 
Wesleyan  College,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 
27801,  USA. 

Briefly:  Richard  George-Murray's 
latest  chapbook  (and  one  of  his  best)  is 
Denizen,  available  from  the  author,  21 
Cleveland  PI  (4D),  New  York,  NY  10012 
in  a  regular  edition  for  $3  and  a  signed, 
dated  edition  in  antique  paper  wrappers 
for  $10.  The  new  issue  of  Little  Caesar 
magazine  ($1 .50  from  3373  Overland 
Ave,  Suite  2,  LA,  CA  90034  USA) 
features  work  by  Oswell  Blakeston, 
Gerard  Malanga,  Tom  Meyer  and 
others,  an  interesting  interview  with 
Johrmy  Rotten,  and  —  on  the 
cover  —  a  full  frontal  nude  of  Iggy  Pop, 
ciica  1971.  A  recent  Christopher  Street 
(Vol  3,  No  8)  has  pieces  by  Richard 
Whelan  on  gay  artist  Joe  Brainard,  and 
by  Randy  Shilts  on  the  career  of  Harvey 
MUk.  It's  $2.50  from  Suite  417,  250  W. 
57  St,  New  York,  NY  10019,  USA. 

"Beautiful,  and  Smart  Too":  the  last 
public  utterance  of  Ezra  Pound,  as 
quoted  by  Jonathan  WiUiams.  D 
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FRIENDS  Jk 


Toronto 


LESBIAN,  34  YEARS,  FEM,  new  to  Toron- 
to (1  year),  seeking  butch  woman  for  per- 
manent, monogamous  relationship.  Age  no 
barrier.  Seeking  someone  like  myself  who  is 
honest,  caring,  high  morals,  responsible  and 
clean.  I  am  willing  to  relocate.  My  high  in  life 
will  be  making  you  happy  and  sharing  depth- 
ness  and  love  with  you!  Interested  in  out- 
doors, canoeing,  country,  graveyard  rub- 
bings, medicinal  and  cosmetic  use  of  herbs, 
houseplants,  bassets,  knitting,  wild  flowers, 
live  theatre,  poetry,  reading,  zoos,  art,  etc. 

Drawer  B410. 

HANDSOME  PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  32, 
wants  to  meet  gay  or  bi  female  who  is  28  to  35 
years,  slim  and  average  to  good  looking. 
Child  OK.  Want  to  be  good  friends  to  enjoy 
good  times  and  satisfy  each  other's  social  and 
family  obligations.  Discreet.  Drawer  B438. 


m 


■  1 


National 


WOODLAND  is  a  group  of  gay  men  wishing 
to  correspond  with  other  gays  living  in  or 
moving    to    the    country.    Write    Box    326, 

Nelson.  BC. 

CORSETS.  WAIST-CINCHERS,  girdles, 
tight  belts,  constricting  clothing.  W/M.  30's, 
6',  170  lbs.  Write  about  experiences  and  fan- 
tasies.  Eventual  meeting.  Drawer  B398. 
INTO  BICYCLING?  And  interested  in  a  bik- 
ing trip  for  next  summer  in  BC  and  Rockies? 

Let's  get  together.  Drawer  B445. 

VISITING  WINNIPEG  in  August.  Have 
trans  and  camper,  would  like  gay  guide.  Be  a 
pen  pal  too  and  write.  Dennis  Roney,  121-219 
Grant  St.  Saskatoon.  SK.  S7N  2A5. 


Alberta 


PROFESSIONAL  MAN,  33,  average  looks, 
5'8",  135  lbs,  seeks  friendship,  possible  last- 
ing relationship  with  other  25-35.  Intelligent, 
bit  shy,  good-natured,  affectionate.  Keep  fit 
through  swimming.  Enjoy  opera,  theatre, 
movies.  Prefer  quiet  evenings  to  bars,  discos. 
If  you  share  my  interests,  believe  in  fidelity, 
please  write.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
B437. 


British  Columbia 


BC  NORTHERN  ISOLATION  seeking  writ- 
ten consolation.  Find  a  friend!  Will  answer 
all.  If  we  relate  we'll  have  a  ball!  Scorpio 
male,  25,  6'3",  185.  well-built,  good  looking, 
blond /blue,  crazy,  quiet,  strong,  sensitive, 
rude,  stubborn,  conscientious,  easy-going, 
lazy,  lonely,  perceptive,  musical,  artistic, 
earthy,  athletic,  philosophical,  etc,  invites 
replies  from  anywhere  but  especially  west 
coast  bunk  buddies  "unenmeshed"  from 
gaydom.  Travellers,  women,  welcome. 
Honesty  appreciated.  Write  on!  Drawer  B442 
VICTORIA  GAY  MALE  50.  6',  170  lbs, 
turned  on  by  S/M,  bondage,  etc,  seeks  hairy 
muscular  gay  instructor/lovers  above  25. 
Vancouver  Island  preferred.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  All  answered.  Drawer 
B440. 

VANCOUVER  PROFESSIONAL  male,  38, 
with  strong  'nesting'  propensities  and  catho- 
lic interests,  bucolically  biased,  bored  with 
downtown  manoeuvres,  seeks  loving  and  ex- 
panding  relationship   with  civilized   mature 

male  person.  Drawer  B404. 

GOODLOOKING,  MUSCULAR  student, 
23,  5'6",  137  lbs,  seeks  young  bodybuilders 
for  correspondence  and /or  meeting.  Photo 
appreciated.  Drawer  8392. 


Manitoba 


WINNIPEG:  BUSINESSMAN.  38.  bisexual, 
very  good  looking.  5' 11",  solid  160  lbs,  blue 
eyes,  fair  hair.  Frequent  visitor  to  Winnipeg 
and  wish  to  meet  young  man,  preferably  in 
early  20s.  Must  be  good  looking,  straight 
appearance,  slim  and  discreet.  Can  offer  in- 
teresting and  meaningful  relationship.  Reply 
with  complete  confidence  and  let  me  know 
about  yourself,  your  interests,  etc.  Photo 
hdpful.  Drawer  B444. 


PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  Winnipeg,  age  40, 
interests:  classical  music,  cooking,  travel, 
theatre.  Seeking  gay  friends  to  share  these  in- 
terests. Am  also  a  certified  counsellor  if  any- 
one coming  out  needs  a  good  listener.  Drawer 
B401. 


Montreal 


BRIGHT  ATTRACTIVE  professional,  27, 
seeks  same.  Photo  appreciated,  but  not  essen- 

tial.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  B429. 

ATTRACTIVE,  SLENDER,  gentle,  educa- 
ted, inexperienced,  bi-male,  32,  seeks  intel- 
ligent, tender,  clean,  beautifully  built  man 
for  loving,  discreet  friendship.  Love  books 
and  bed.  Photo,  phone  help.  Drawer  B404. 
WRESTLING.  Slow,  deliberate,  intense  ses- 
sions. Nude,  costumes,  boots,  etc.  Beginner 
but  learn  fast.  Teach  me  how  to  beat  you! 

Montreal.  Bill  463-1380. 

MALE  IN  FORTIES.  Wide  range  of  inter- 
ests, living  in  Ontario-Quebec  border  close  to 
St  Lawrence  River.  Would  like  to  meet  other 
young  guys  in  area  or  from  West  Island. 
Drawer  B395. 


New  Brunswick 


GOODLOOKING  GAY  GUY,  26,  5'8",  140 
lbs,  clean  shaven,  fun  to  be  with.  Like  to 
meet  gays  21  to  28  in  the  Maritimes  or  any- 
where. Let's  get  together.  Will  reply  to  all. 
Write  David  L  McHatten,  Upper  Wood- 
stock.  RR  1.  Car.  Co.  NB.  EOJ  IZO. 


Nova  Scotia 


FRIENDS  WELCOME  to  share  pleasant 
country  living  and  rich  family  life  with  bi- 
sexual couple.  30s.  Big  house,  45  acres  of 
woods,  beach  on  Bay  of  Fundy.  Short  or  long 
visits.  Great  place  for  a  holiday.  Box  1288, 
Digbv.  NS. .     ...   


OntaHo 


MASCULINE  PROFESSIONAL,  28,  5' 10", 
140,  enjoy  camping,  fishing,  backpacking, 
canoeing,  travel  and  many  more  interests. 
Bluejeans  and  boots.  Quiet  and  easy-going. 
Wish  to  meet  same  for  friendship.  Send 
photo  and  letter  with  phone  number.  Drawer 
B388. 


Saskatchewan 


TRAVELLING  East  or  West  through  Cana- 
da? Stop  over  for  excitement  and  fun  posing 
for  French  artist  who  needs  models.  Accomo- 
dation possible.  Discretion.  Come  in  touch. 
All  local  letters  welcome.  Photo  &  phone 
appreciated.  Drawer  B425. 

Southern  Ontario 

SHY.  ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  lonely,  25,  6', 
150  lbs,  seeking  other  sincere,  honest,  affec- 
tionate, masculine,  hairy,  reasonably  attrac- 
tive gay  males  for  friendship,  mutual  plea- 
sure. Age  unimportant.  Interests:  botany, 
hoi-ticulture,  philately,  books,  music,  hiking, 
travel.  Will  answer  all,  photo  appreciated. 

Drawer  B423. 

Sr  CATHARINES  MAN,  29,  seeks  friend- 
ship with  same  to  25.  Interests:  swimming, 
music,  travelling,  smoking,  theatre.  No  S/M. 

Love  69.  Drawer  B426. 

INTERESTED  IN  ASTROLOGY,  ESP?  I 
would  like  to  share  these  and  other  delights 
with  an  unhairy,  friendly,  young  college  stu- 
dent. Also  racket  sports,  plays,  classical 
music,  hiking.  I'm  a  successful  professional 
man  around  that  time  in  life  when  youthful 
enthusiasm  blends  into  maturity.  My  aim  is 
sincere  friendship,  but  not  ubiquity.   Does 

this  apply  to  you  too?  Drawer  B439. 

GOODLOOKING,  PROFESSIONAL,  mas- 
culine, hairy  guy,  42.  6'l".  155  lbs.  enjoys 
sailing,  fishing,  skiing,  outdoors,  photog- 
raphy, reading,  classical  music  and  gentle 
sex.  Looking  for  sincere  relationship  with 
another  masculine  hairy  guy  with  similar 
interests.  About  same  age.  size  or  bigger.  Dis- 
CTction  guaranteed  and  desired.  Will  answer 
all.  Photo,  phone  number  appreciated. 
Please  reply  to  Box  423,  Thornbury,  ON, 

NOH  2P0. 

WANTED:  KITCHENER /40I  area.  Com- 
muting 40'ish  bi-guy  would  like  lo  share 
Monday-Friday  life  with  another  with  house 
or  apartment  who  digs  culture.  Careful, 
reliable,  friendly.  Photo  and  details  for  same. 
Brian  Evans,  Box  276,  Station  R.  Toronto. 
M4G4C3. 


HANOVER  —  YOUNG  MAN  looking  for 
friendship,  possible  relationship.  Like  sports, 
music,  dancing.  Reply  to  Box  588,  Chesley, 

ON.  NOG  ILO. 

MALE,  36,  5'9",  136  lbs,  seeks  warm,  stimu- 
lating friendships,  (possible  lover  relation- 
ship) with  other  gay  men.  I  am  warm,  sensi- 
tive, affectionate,  honest,  educated.  Like 
doseness,  people,  sex,  dancing,  music,  read- 
ing, cooking,  plants,  theatre,  outdoors,  etc. 
Old  movie,  music  and  nostalgia  "freak." 

Let's  meet!  Drawer  B414. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  5'9",  145  lbs,  good 
mind  and  body,  non-smoker,  intelligent,  sen- 
sitive to  your  needs  with  lots  to  share.  Wishes 
to  meet  stable,  masculine  guy  who  enjoys  life 
but  wants  to  share  it  with  another  person. 
Enjoys  music,  movies,  the  "Y",  plants,  quiet 
spiritual  growth.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer 

B408. 

MALE,  28,  5' 11",  150  lbs,  looking  for  a  sin- 
cere, well-built  guy  25-35  to  settle  down  with. 
Enjoy  fishing,  skiing,  the  outdoors,  long 
walks,  quiet  home  life.  There's  more  to  life 
than  one-nighters,  gay  bars.  Photo 
appreciated.    Only   sincere   replies   please. 

Drawer  B406. 

SINCERE  19- YEAR-OLD  is  looking  for 
companion  between  ages  19-25.  Send  pictures 
with  letters  for  same.  Sincere  replies  only. 

Drawer  B400. 

30- YEAR-OLD,  5'H",  180  lbs,  seeking 
friend  to  share  weekends  and  holidays  at 
cottage  at  Sauble  Beach.  Photo  appreciated. 

Drawer  B399. 

GAY  28-YEAR-OLD  professional.  5'9",  160 
lbs,  average  looks,  seeks  trucker,  biker,  or 
uniform  type  for  sharing  relationship.  Into 
beards,  but  not  necessary.  Fairly  open,  no 
heavy  S/M.  Am  passive,  prefer  you  active. 
Have  own  apt,  and  can  travel  weekends,  or 
entertain.  Kitchener  to  London,  Huron 
County   and    southwestern   Bruce   County. 

Drawer  B374. 

GAY  MALE  COUPLE  planning  work  for 
one  year  minimum  in  Israel  would  appreciate 
information  about  opportunities  and  condi- 
tions. Both  professionals:  music  and  educa- 
tion. We  would  like  to  meet  and  correspond. 
Drawer  B397.  


Toronto 


GAY  SCOTTISH  MALE,  early  40's  wishes 
to  meet  male  35  to  45  for  friendship  and 
hopefully  more.  I  am  self-employed.  I  like 
music,  theatre  or  just  times  to  share  a  friend 
and  books,  so  let's  get  together  and  enjoy 

sharing.  Drawer  B409. 

WANTED:  LOVER /FRIEND  20-27.  Brown 
or  blond,  must  be  good  guy.  Affectionate 
and  friendly.  I'm  22  and  hard  of  hearing.  No 

S&M.  Drawer  B4I0. 

GRAYBEARD,  45,  educated  and  bright,  has 
everything  life  offers  except  someone  to  shju'e 
it  all  with.  Tall,  swimmer's  body  contending 
with  gourmet's  taste,  lover  but  loner,  at  home 
in  Fenton's  and  a  log  cabin.  The  ball  game  or 
the  ballet.  Silent  reading  and  silly  roistering.  I 
want  a  grown-up  man  who  has  been  through 
the  mill  and  knows  what  he  wants  —  a  life 
rich  with  beauty,  calm,  travel,  laughter,  hard 
work,  self-respect,  and  tigers.  I  want  a  lot  — 
and  am  more  interested  in  mental  and 
emotional  dimensions  than  physical,  though 
beauty  doesn't  bother  me  —  and  have  a  lot 
to  give.  Tell  me  about  yourself.  Drawer  B4I3. 
GTODLOOKING,  MASCULINE,  well-built 
guy,  155  lbs,  5'H",  26,  seeks  handsome  sexy 
male,  21  to  40,  for  lovemaking  and  compan- 
ionship.  Phone  and  photo  please.   Drawer 

B378. 

BLACK  FRIENDS  WANTED  by  white  pro- 
fessional male,  early  40's,  own  car  and  apart- 
ment, many  interests,  affectionate  and  sin- 

cere.  Drawer  B312. 

GOODLOOKING.  MASC  male  26.  5'9". 
athletic  build,  seeks  masc.  clean-shaven  men 
24-40  who  are  fit,  sexually  dominant,  into 
things  other  than  bars,  discos,  etc.  Enjoy 
hiking,  outdoors,  quiet  times,  sex,  cuddling. 

Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  B35I. 

ROMANTIC.  IN-SHAPE.  together,  affect- 
ionate academic,  40's.  seeks  similar  or 
younger  intelligent,  amorous  friends  for 
films,  concerts,  opera,  theatre,  quiet  evenings 
etc.  Drawer  B352. 


STRAPPINGS  NEEDED  by  well-built  guy. 
I'm  looking  for  guys  with  good  bodies  who 
love  to  lay  on  heavy  leather  straps  and  belts. 

Can  take  a  lot.  Mel.  465-3287. 

GR  ACTIVE  GUYS  wanted  by  guy  with 
good  body.  Looking  for  guys  in  good  shape. 

Long  hard  sessions.  Les.  465-6423. 

MATURE  MAN  WHO  GETS  OFF  on  dis- 
cussions of  politics,  economics,  and  psychol- 
ogy seeks  companion  with  similar  interests. 
Also  enjoys  going  to  theatre,  concerts  and 
movies,  dining  out.  Sex  not  the  object.  Box 

553.  Don  Mills.  ON.  M3C  2T6. 

MASCULINE  GERMAN,  35.  6',  160  lbs, 
seeks  masculine  Arab,  Spanish,  Italian  male, 
26-30.  Interested  in  lasting  relationship.  Call 

Detlef .  929-5340  evenings. 

WHITE  MALE,  26  yrs,  5'8",  slim,  140  lbs, 
short  blond  hair,  blue  eyes,  neat  beard  and 
moustache.  Hard-working  professional  with 
varied  interests.  I'm  new  to  gay  scene,  but  I 
wasn't  born  yesterday.  Would  like  to  meet 
masc  male,  20-30  to  share  whatever.  Write 
with  photo  if  possible.  Will  answer  all  replies. 
Jim.  Box  524.  Stn  A.  Scarborough.  MIK  5C3 
BLACK,  SEXY  DUDE,  good  looking,  broad 
minded  and  together,  wishes  to  meet  other 
together  guys  for  friendship  or  more!  Not  in- 
terested in  game  playing.  Those  replies  with 
photo  and  phone  number  answered  first. 

Drawer  B448. 

BLACK,  HANDSOME,  EDUCATED  male, 
26,  seeks  male  friends  for  friendship,  to  35. 
Drawer  B389. 

MASCULINE,  PROFESSIONAL,  6'2",  185 
lbs,  balding,  moustache,  Greek  active.  Past- 
times:  dancing,  bars,  baths,  letters,  movies, 
plays.  Seeks  masculine,  muscular  men  for 
any  of  the  above  and /or  occasional  sex. 
What  turns  you  on?  Box  7307,  Stn  A,  Toron- 

to.  M5W  1X9. . 

LEATHER.  RUBBER,  bondage,  opera, 
symphony,  chamber  music.  If  you  can  handle 
these  things,  I  want  to  meet  or  correspond 
with  you.  I'm  interested  in  meeting  guys  from 
everywhere,  but  especially  Ontario,  Quebec 
and  NY  state.  I'm  35  yrs,  5'8",  145  lbs, 
attractive,  sexy.  Drawer  B405. 


$5  each 
(5  for  $20) 

(Ontario  residents  add  7%  sales  tax) 

RLS  Management 
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BLUE  JEANS,  3-PIECE,  bathing  suit,  Aca- 
pulco,  Broadway,  Gucci,  candlelight,  classy 
stylish  male  27,  150,  6',  seeks  polite,  exUeme- 
ly  generous  natured  companion.  Please  reply: 
Box  1218.  Stn  A.  Toronto.  MSW  1G7. 
GAY  STUDENfTS:  Just  coming  out?  I'm 
interested  in  friendship,  discussion,  fun,  total 
openness.  Write  Boxholder,  Box  6036,  Stn  A, 

Toronto.  M5W  1P4. 

MASCULINE  BLACK  CANADL\N,  27, 
attractive  and  considerate,  interested  in  a 
long-term  relationship  and  making  new 
.friends.  Have  many  interests:  music,  hiking, 
sports,  yoga,  art,  photography  and  good  con- 
versation.  Sincerity,  discretion  and  honesty 
are  important  qualities  to  me.  Phone  number 

and  photo  appreciated.  Drawer  B436. 

IF  YOU  HAVE  A  MOUSTACHE  and  are 
handsome:  attractive  26-year-old  Chinese 
male  would  like  to  share  his  beautiful  1 -bed- 
room apt  with  you.  I  am  5'7",  136  lb.  Please 
write  and  tell  me  about  yourself.  Drawer 

B441. 

GENEROUS,  ATHLETIC,  private  male, 
40s,  would  like  to  meet  very,  very  masculine 
body-builders,  age  21-34.  New  arrivals  from 
Europe  and  the  Islands  welcome.  Write  Box 

504.  Stn  K.  Toronto. 

ROMANTIC,  SEXUAL  MALE,  Scorpio, 
29,  good  looking,  5'7",  150  lbs,  seeks  males 
between  25-35  for  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  Photo  if  possible.  Regant,  484- 

1176.  Drawer  B394. 

GAY  MALE,  29,  5'6",  155  lbs,  is  seeking 
young  masculine  male  22-30  for  companion- 
ship and  possible  relationship.  Enjoys  out- 
doors, travel,  sex,  cuddling.  Prefer  blond  or 
brown  hair,  little  body  hair  and  well  en- 
dowed. Write  and  tell  me  about  yourself. 
Photo  and  phone  no.  appreciated.  Drawer 

B393. 

Bl-MALE,  26,  not  set  in  views,  desires  to 
make  acquaintance  of  gay  male  of  about  21 
years,  good  character /looks,  tall,  sense  of 
humour,  uninterested  in  club  life.  Write 
Drawer  B390. 

GAY  MASCULINE  MALE  in  mid-fifties, 
like  to  meet  mature  male  30s  to  50s  for  broad 
minded  discreet  get-togethers  and  friendship. 
Like  uniforms  too.  Discretion  and  honesty  a 
must.  Have  privacy.  Drawer  B407. 

RIPPLING  MUSCLES  turn  me  on.  Lots  to 
give.  Write  Michael,  Box  406,  Stn  P,  Toron- 

to.M5S2S9. 

INEXPERIENCED  BUT  EAGER  masculine 
professional,  25,  6',  175,  blue  eyes,  brown 
hair,  seeks  straight-looking,  affectionate  gay 
or  bi  21-30.  Enjoy  swimming,  movies,  games, 
bicycling.  Humility  prevents  me  from  saying 
what  a  stunningly  attractive,  intellectually 
towering  and  charismatic  fellow  I  am;  also 
honesty!  However,  I  am  reasonably  intel- 
ligent and  sincere.  Just  out.  Need  someone  to 
teach  me  or  explore  with  me  the  pleasures  of 
gay  sex.  Must  be  either  extremely  attractive 
or  open  to  possibility  of  long  relationship, 
preferably  both!  Discretion  required  and  re- 
turned. Non-smoker  (tobacco).  Please 
include  telephone  number  in  reply.  Drawer 

B416. 

MALE,  28,  5'8",  140  lbs,  would  like  to  hear 
from  other  males  under  35  for  good  times. 

Drawer  B449. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE  GAY  YOUTH  wishes 
to  meet  woman  or  gay  youth  18-20  to  share 
interests.  All  replies  answered.  Prefer  phone 
number,  date  and  time  to  call.  Picture  appre- 
ciated. Will  return.  Discretion  assured.  Am 
broad    minded,    easy    going,    have    many 

interests.  Drawer  B417. 

GUY.  NICE  LOOKING,  24,  5'8",  145  lbs, 
moustache,  short  beard,  would  like  to  meet 
earthy  men  23-35  who  are  naturally  mas- 
culine with  brains  to  match  their  brawn.  I  am 
intelligent,  affectionate,  versatile,  sincere. 
My  interests  include  cycling,  skiing,  theatre, 
photography,  music,  working  out,  dancing, 
sex,  the  outdoors,  quiet  times.  There  must  be 
more  to  life  than  bars  and  discos.  Especially 
interested  in  gdlkg  Latins.  Relationship  pos- 
sible. Drop  me  a  note.  Your  photo,  phone 

gets  mine.  Drawer  B418. 

HORNY,  DOMINANT  MALE.  28,  5'n", 
185  lb  trucker  seeks  submissive  men  for  hot 
times.  Must  be  French  active,  Greek  passive. 
I  enjoy   light   S/M,    B/D.   All  contacted. 

Drawer  B420. 

MALE,  24,  6',  180  lbs,  mascuhne,  good 
looking,  honest,  warm  and  extremely  down 
to  earth  seeks  companionship  with  males  24-? 


who  are  dominam,  aggressive,  into  smoke, 
jeans,  fantasies  and  music.  Only  guys  who 
fully  realize  that  bars  are  a  drag,  and  seek  a 
good  candidate  for  a  permanent  relationship 

peed  reply.  Drawer  B421. 

ASCETIC  GAY  MALE,  23,  6',  handsome, 
intelligent,  moody,  sensitive,  sincere  univer- 
sity type,  seeks  same,  21-25,  with  interests  in 
foreign  countries,  politics,  language,  classical 
music  and  humour.  Object:  mutual  enlight- 

enment.  Drawer  B424. 

MODELS  REQUIRED  by  photographer. 
Toronto  mid-July,  smooth,  firm  build  to 
slightly  muscular,  small  fee  and  prints  given. 
Send  photo  and  statistics.  Experience  not 

necessary.  Drawer  B427. 

INTELLIGENT  HUNGARIAN,  Slavic 
Aquarius,  25,  M.A.,  looks  for  friends, 
connections,  maybe  job?  Drawer  B428. 
JAZZ  FAN  (Jarrett,  Burton,  Coryell,  Bru- 
beck,  Ellington,  Towner,  Corea,  Davis, 
Weather  Report,  Mingus,  etc)  seeks  someone 
with  similar  interest.  I'm  5' 10",  150  lbs, 
blond,  love  disco  but  know  there's  music 
beyond  Summer.  If  you're  not  into  jazz, 

here's  your  chance.  Drawer  B430. 

SHY,  SINCERE  SWIMMER  seeks  compan- 
ion during  college  summer  break.  I'm  adapt- 
able but  not  passive;  endurance  is  a  must! 
Photograph  appreciated.  Drawer  B431. 
MALE,  40,  6'1",  likes  home  life,  seeking 
true  friendship.  Am  new  to  the  gay  scene  and 
need  some  help.  Prefer  French  action  and 
love.  Have  own  penthouse  apt,  will  answer  all 
rephes.  Please  enclose  picture  which  will  be 

returned  if  required.  Drawer  B  433. 

ATTRACTIVE,  SLIM,  30-year-old,  5' 10", 
140  lbs,  seeks  masculine  guy  who  enjoys 
receiving  good  French  and  who  is  Greek 
active.  I'm  affectionate  and  sincere,  love  to 
loss  and  cuddle,  into  reading,  theatre,  runn- 
ing, and  travelling.  Would  prefer  well- 
[Cndowed.  hairy  type,  but ....  Drawer  B434. 
pORING  AFTERNOONS?  Blond,  5' 10", 
140  lbs,  young  looking,  26-year-old  man 
desires  younger  sex  partners.  Write  describ- 
ing your  fantasies  or  just  send  photo.  Drawer 

B442. 

WE  WOULD  ENJOY  your  company.  Both 
are  tall,  slim  and  young-looking.  Seeking 
guys  in  twenties  for  good  times.  (He  likes 
moustaches).  Downtown  area.  Photo 
appreciated  but  not  a  must.  Drawer  B446. 
QUIET  GUY,  30  years,  5'8",  husky  build, 
masculine  appearance.  I  enjoy  my  job, 
movies,  books,  travel,  music  and  outdoors. 
Looking  for  a  companion  who  is  together, 
enjoys  people  and  appreciates  friendship  and 
respect.  Prefer  guys  interested  in  being  close 
friends  who  are  masculine,  similar  age  or 
younger.  Drawer  B447. 


BUSINESS 


DISCREET  TATTOOING.  6  colours.  We  ta- 
too  anything.  The  only  honest  skin  game  in 

town.  Toronto,  phone  537-8141. 

LEAN  MASCULINE  MODEL.  Has  exclus- 
ive stimulating  nude  colour  photos.  A  visual 
trip  into  fantasy.  Write  for  brochure,  sample 
photo,  state  over  21.  Enclose  $3.00  for  post- 
age and  handling  to  HH  Wilcox,  Box  243, 
Stn   J,   685   Danforth   Ave,   Toronto,   ON, 

M4J4Y1. 

BE  YOUR  OWN  BOSS.  Make  more  money 
on  a  part-time  basis  while  making  people 
happier  and  healthier.  Toronto,  416-364-3815 

after  six. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY,  counselling,  con- 
fidence guaranteed.  Eugene  Schoentag,  524 

Bathurst  St.  967-0272. 

CURIOUS  ABOUT  special  interest  and  alter- 
native magazines  and  newspajjers?  Tell  us 
your  interest  and  send  $2.(X)  cheque,  money 
order,  Master  Charge  or  Chargex.  Credit 
card  purchase  include  number  and  expiry 
date.  Write:  Shamrock  Marketing,  PO  Box 
1852F.  Peterborough.  ON.  Canada.  K9J  7X6 
HARDWARE  —  LIQUID  AROMA  import- 
ed from  States.  Not  available  (yet)  in 
Canada.  Super  strength  guaranteed.  You've 
tried  others,  now  experience  the  ultimate. 
J7.00  each,  two  for  $10.00.  Post  paid,  send 
cheque    to    Lambda    Products,    Box    1555, 

Sioux  Lookout.  ON.  POV  2T0. 

BUSINESS  CONSULTANT  involved  in  in- 
ternational business,  including  foreign  tax 
havens,  writing  business  articles  and  books, 
aeating  new  ventures,  managing  investment 
funds,    international    banking   and    finance 


seeks  contacts  with  others  involved  in 
business  for  possible  mutually  profitable  act- 
ivities. I  don't  have  anything  specific  in  mind, 
but  am  always  interested  in  hearing  from 
other  businesspeople  about  their  interests, 
ideas,  projects,  services  offered,  etc.  Drawer 

B415. 

THE  SANDPIPER.  Well-established,  beaut- 
iful restaurant  and  lounge.  The  "in"  gay  spot 
in  Fort  Lauderdale.  Long  lease.  Fantastic 
location  just  off  1-95.  Partners  disagree. 
Bottom  line,  cash  price  $110,000.  Call  305- 
792-1750,  11  AM  to  2  PM,  or  reply  to  Sand- 
piper, 2135  W  Davie  Blvd,  Fort  Lauderdale, 
FL  33312.  USA 


Toronto 


YOUNG  MAN,  25,  2  bdrm  apt,  view  of  High 
Park,  available  July   1st,  seeks  resp  room- 

mate.  Call  763-6139. 

HARD  WORKING  YOUNG  restauranteur 
seeks  roomie  to  share  semi-furnished  2  bdrm 
flat  near  Yonge  and  Bloor.  $188 /mo  covers 
rent,  heat,  light,  cable,  pool.  I've  a  cat.  961- 

0629. 

LUXURY  TOWNHOME.  Bayview,  2500 
square  feet  of  luxury.  2  massive  bedrooms,  4 
baths,  fully  finished  lower  level,  all  applian- 
ces, central  vacuum,  greenhouse,  $147,500. 
Honey    Moore,    445-4100.    Slightham    Real 

Estate  Ltd.  Realtor. 

SERIOUS  MALE  WRITER.  26,  enjoys 
music,  theatre,  some  bar  scene.  Owns  furni- 
ture. Seeks  to  share  house  or  apartment  with 
one  or  two  others.  June  1.  Phone  598-4167. 
PROFESSIONAL  MAN  would  like  to  share 
his  house,  central  Toronto,  with  young  mai>. 
Own  room,  garage,  small  garden.  Reduced 
rent  to  someone  willing  to  help  with  decorat- 
ing  and  maintenance.  Drawer  B391 . 


Oshawa 


AM  24,  FRENCH-CANADIAN,  seek  honest 
person  to  share  a  new  home.  Smoking  is  OK. 
North-East  Oshawa,  $140.00  month.  Drawer 


B412. 


Southern  Ontario 

AN  ELDERLY  GENTLEMAN  desires  a 
dean  young  blond  boy  for  company  who 
needs  a  home.  Photo  appreciated.  Herman 
Persall.  RRl.  Scotland.  ON.  NOE  IRO. 


Ottawa 


MATURE  MALE,  OTTAWA  AREA,  wants 
to  help  gay  student  by  sharing  apt.  Africans 
or  other  blacks  preferred.  Food  cost  contri- 
bution  only.  Drawer  B435. 

DO  YOU  HAVE  HOUSE  with  garden  within 
20  miles  of  Ottawa?  Bisexual,  bilingual  male 
would  like  to  meet  you.  Needed  June  1. 
Drawer  B422. 


LETTERS 


PRISONER:  I'm  25,  5'10",  152  lbs  and  a 
body  builder.  It  gets  pretty  lonely  in  here 
when  no  one  out  there  writes.  Will  reply  to  all 
letters.  Write:  Gary  Baker,  147-142,  PO  Box 

69.  London.  Ohio.  43140.  USA 

23-YEAR-OLD  WHITE  MALE  in  prison 
desires  correspondence.  1  am  6'8",  215  lbs, 
black  hair,  blue  eyes.  I  enjoy  reading  and 
would  like  to  start  a  book  collection  during 
incarceration.  If  anyone  could  offer  assis- 
tance, it  would  be  appreciated.  Write  Mark 
Behring,  Box  911,  Sioux  Falls,  SD,  USA, 
57101. 

PRISONERS:  Cellmates  interested  in  receiv- 
ing mail.  Write:  Ron  Tanniert,  153-355  or 


Robert     Parrigan     151-484,     Box     511, 

Columbus.  Ohio.  USA  43216. 

SWISS  BOY,  27,  seeks  Canadian  friends  to 
maximum  29  years,  blond  or  dark  type,  for 
friendship  and  meeting.  Please  send  photo: 
Mario,  PO  Box  272,  CH-8307,  Effretikon, 

Zurich.  Switzerland. 

I  AM  A  PRISONER  at  Ohio  State  for  4  1 12 
years  and  have  lost  all  contact  with  family  or 
friends.  1  am  a  white  male,  24  years,  5' 10", 
165  lbs,  brown  hair,  green  eyes,  and  lonely. 
Ken  Brewer,  143-646,  Box  511,  Columbus, 

Ohio.  43216.  USA 

PRISONER,  31  years,  lonely  and  will  ex- 
change with  anyone.  Robert  L  Hollins,  156- 
218.  Box  25.  Lorton.  Virginia.  22079.  USA 
PRISONER,  BISEXUAL,  without  family  or 
friends.  1  need  people  to  write,  and  help  me 
cope  with  prison  life.  Michael  Angelo,  145- 
825,  PO  Box  511,  Columbus,  Ohio  43216, 

USA 

GAY  PEN  PAL  CLUB.  Chasers,  Box  423, 

Verdun.  Que. 

PRISONER,  BLACK,  6'1",  205  lbs,  29, 
Taurus,  would  like  to  hear  from  females  and 
males  who  are  receptive  and  interested  in 
building  a  meaningful  relationship.  Write:  T 
CO'Neal,  147-065,  15802  st.  rt.  104,  PO  Box 
5500  Chillicothe  Ohio  USA  45601 


MESSAGES 


DENYS,  HAVE  YOU  NOTICED  how  well 
the  pages  of  this  journal  are  numbered?  RAL 
CHRIS  F.H.  —  A  thing  seldom  thought  of 
while  having  our  fun  is  that  fantasies  realized 
soon  come  undone  if  the  depths  of  your  soul 
given  loving  someone  become  too  much  to 
pay  when  you  see  what  you've  won.  Hi!  B.C. 
ATTENTION  GAYS.  You  are  part  of  God's 
f^an  for  peace.  Become  a  gay  christian  now. 
Pray  to  God,  ask  him  to  make  you  one  of  his 
saints.  You  can  help  bring  total  peace  to  his 
world.    Don't   delay.    Pray   Now!    Prophet 

James. 

VANCOUVER:  Reward  offered  for  reliable 
information    on    current    whereabouts    of 


A  FULL  SERVICE 
MEN'S  BATH 

OPEN  24  HBS   A  DAY 


•  LOCKERS  •  ROOMS 
. STUDENT  RATES 

•  DRY -WET  STEAMS 

•  DISCO  SOUND  SYSTEM 

203MCgregorst 

Ph  586-7594 


LOOKING  FOR  A  ROOMMATE? 

ROOMMATE  FINDERS! 

And  choose  from  100s  —  the  most  compatible  person! 

All  ages,  tastes,  lifestyles,  occupations. 

References  checked  thoroughly  —  photos  shown. 

Call  Des  at  482-4333  for  complete  details. 
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CIASSIFYYOURSEIP 


Donald  E  Levesque,  who  moved  to  Van- 
couver from  Toronto  in  March.  Robert 
Brosius,  PO  Box  158,  Station  A,  Toronto, 

M5W  132. 

PLEASE  TAKE  ME  BACK.  They're  tortur- 
ing me  and  forcing  me  to  eat  dry  food.  No 
make-up  in  the  house.  Not  even  a  dishwasher 
and  all  their  friends  are  straight.  I'll  clean  my 
own  box  and  I  can  now  use  a  can-opener. 
Please.  Mildred. 


Send  for  our  $5  travelpack  (cash  or  cheque) 
containing  gay  bars,  discos,  hotels,  baths, 
restaurants,  with  maps  and  discounts  to 
Travelhelp,  20  Princess  Road,  London 
NWl  8JJ.  England. 

TT/| 


Toronto 


A    I 


PARAGRAPH:  Gay  Fiction  Quarterly. 
Sample  $4,  US.  Paragraph,  The  Antares 
Foundation,  Box  14051-cc,  San  Francisco, 

CA  941 14.  USA 

LASTING  LONGER,  a  book  by  Dr  Sy  Sil- 
verberg  M.D.,  certified  sex  therapist, 
explodes  the  myth  that  premature  ejaculation 
is  the  result  of  deep  psychological  problems 
and  shows  how  all  men  can  learn  control. 
Eight  simple  exercises  done  alone  or  with 
partner  result  in  95%  success.  $4.95  Nemaya 
Publishing,  Dept  3,  1950  Yonge  St,  Toronto, 

M4S  1Z4 

GAY'S  THE  WORD  BOOKSHOP,  66 
Marchmont  St,  London,  WCl,  England,  01- 
278-7654.  Gay,  feminist  books,  new /second- 
hand; information,  refreshments.  Tues-Sat 
lMO-710 


SERVICES 


PRIVATE  PHOTOGRAPHER  for  portraits 
or  photo  sessions  available  by  appointment. 
Reasonable  rates.  Colour  photos  available  in 

Tenor  jumbo  prints.  Drawer  B419. 

GAY  ORGANIZATION  looking  for  small 
office  space  for  peer  counselling  phone  line. 

Phone  595-1763  (Toronto). 

GAY  ASTROLOGER  will  do  personal  horo- 
scope. Send  name,  time,  date  and  place  of 
birth  and  $19.50:  Sedacott,  35  Follis  Ave, 

Toronto  M6G  1S5. 

MONTREAL  WRESTLING  ALLIANCE. 
New  club.  Meet  others  into  wrestling.  For 
info  call  Alex.  (514)  288-3437. 

DIGNITY  FOR  GAY  CATHOLICS  and 
concerned  friends.  Mass  for  gay  community 
Sundays  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church, 
Sherbourne  St,  Toronto.  4  PM,  Backhall  up- 
stairs. Meetings  1st  and  3rd  Thursday,  8  PM, 

Lynch  Hall.  960-3997. 

MONTREAL  MODEL.  Exciting  sample  pic- 
ture only  $1.  Super  8  film,  $20.  Marcel  Ray- 
mond, 1855  Du  Havre  St,  Suite  lOOI-C, 
Montreal,    PQ,    H2K  2X4.    (514)522-9331. 

Models  wanted! 

APHRODITE'S  ALTERNATIVE.  Retailing 
for  transvestites.  Brochure.  (416)  466-7112. 
PO  Box  873.  Station  A.  Toronto.  M5W  1G3. 


BOOKKEEPER  PART  TIME  wanted  by 
small  Toronto  corporation.  Experience  and 

references  required.  Don:  465-1086. 

INTELLIGENT,  VERSATILE  newcomer, 
25,  MA  in  economics,  7  languages,  exper- 
ienced in  travel  and  tourism  seeks  steady  suit- 
able  position  with  future.  Drawer  B428. 
OFFICE  ASSISTANT  WANTED  by  down- 
town professional  working  in  show  business 
field.  About  three  months,  either  full-time  or 
regular  part-time.  Ideal  for  student.  Good 
typing  skills  and  organizational  ability  are 
important.  Confidentiality  assured  and  ex- 
pected. Written  applications  only.  Occupant, 
140    Carlton    St,    No    2001,    Toronto, 

MSA  3W7. 

GERMAN  CITIZEN,  tall,  handsome,  20, 
good  English,  seeks  Toronto  employment. 
Carpentry   training   but  will   consider  any- 

thing.  Details.  Chris.  925-9185. 

MUSCULAR  ATHLETES  and  bodybuilders, 
required  as  models  for  artist.  Excellent  rates 
per  hour.  Reply  with  photo  and  phone  num- 
ber.  PO  Box  268.  Station  M.  Toronto. 
PAINTER  NEEDS  ADULT  MALE  models, 
experience  preferred,  up  to  $5  per  hour.  Call 
John,  961-8947,  or  write  40  Homewood  Ave, 

PH7.  Toronto.  M4Y  2K2. 

GAINFULLY  EMPLOYED  young  man,  22, 
blond,  attractive,  seeks  position  as  house  boy 
or  some  such  suitable  arrangement.  Inde- 
pendent,  reliable,   considerate.   Please  call 

Ric.  960-0482.  Thank  you. 

MALE  52  seeks  services  of  amateur  or  pro- 
fessional  masseur.  Drawer  B396. 


National 


AMBITIOUS  YOUNG  Englishman  (30) 
speaking  fluent  Spanish  and  of  good  appear- 
ance seeks   sponsorship  and  job  offer   in 

Canada.  Drawer  B443. 

HELP  WANTED  bringing  motoryacht  from 
FcMt  Lauderdale  north  via  inland  waterway. 
Exp>erience  unnecessary.  All  expenses  paid. 
Mav  or  lune  denartiire   Drawer  R4^2 


OTHER 


TRAVEL 


LONDON  IS  HOT  for  those  in  the  know! 


HELP!  LESBIAN  entering  a  threesome. 
Anyone  with  any  experiences  in  communal 
living  arrangements  please  write.  Want  to 
know  about  your  problems,  solutions,  feel- 
ings, sexual  preferences,  and  any  moral  or 

social  conflicts.  Drawer  B402. ^_ 

DID  WE  MISS  YOUR  AD?  Our  apologies. 
Please  contact  us  and  we'll  have  it  run  next 
issue. 


Homos  at  War 

"Reminiscences" 


No  need  to  get  into  rigid  roles  and  categories  of  course;  ttiat'  s  always  a  bit  dull. 
But  ttiere'  s  no  reason  not  to  let  others  know  that  you '  re  looking  for  friends  or 
lovers  or  a  place  to  live,  or  that  you  want  to  trade  your  stuffed  tarantula  for 
a  vintage  recording  of  Yma  Sumac.  And  we  have  the  way  to  do  it: 

The  Body  Politic' s  classified  ads.  TBP  can  take  your  message  all  over 
North  America,  and  beyond,  and  can  zero  in  on  right  where  you  live,  too. 

It's  easy  —  and  cheap.  Just  20  cents  a  woro  for  personal  ads,  60  cents 
for  businesses.  You  simply  fill  in  your  message  in  the  form  below,  count  up 
the  number  of  words  ancj  send  it  off  to  us  with  a  cheque  or  money  order 
for  the  correct  amount.  Get  in  before  the  deadline  listed  below  and  your  ad 
will  appear  in  the  very  next  issue. 

You  can  say  just  about  anything,  but  there  are  a  few  things  you  should 
keep  in  mind .  If  you '  re  interested  in  meeting  people  it' s  best  to  be  positive. 
Tell  them  about  yourself  and  your  interests,  not  about  what  you  don't  like. 
Specifying  exclusions  on  the  basis  of  race  or  appearance  (saying ' '  no  fats 
or  ferns"  for  instance)  is  just  plain  mde,  and  being  rude  doesn't  make  friends. 

Saying  that  you '  re  interested  in  meeting  people  for  sex  is  fine.  But  there  are 
a  few  restrictions  —  the  law's,  not  ours.  Under  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada 
it  is  illegal  to  have  sex  with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21 , 
to  have  sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to 
solicit  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution.  We'  re  not  allowed  to  run  ads  that 
indicate  you  want  to  do  any  of  those  things,  either.  Otherwise  sex  is  still  legal, 
so  far.  But  to  protect  both  you  and  us,  we  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse 
any  classified  ad. 

If  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  put  your  address  or  phone 
number  in  your  message.  Or,  you  can  take  advantage  of  our  forwarding 
sen/ice.  For  only  two  dollars  extra  we'll  assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number 
and  collect  answers  in  our  office  to  be  sent  to  you  once  a  week. 

If  you  want  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  that's  easy,  too.  Put  your  reply 
in  an  envelope,  seal  it  and  send  it  to  us  making  sure  to  mark  on  the  front 
the  drawer  number  you '  re  re- 
sponding to.  You  don't  need  to 
send  any  money  to  answer  an  ad. 
Your  unopened  reply  will  reach  the 
person  you '  re  answering  in  just 
a  few  days. 


i^our 

Race 

fBtum 
address 

stamp 
here 

Drawer 

TTie  Body  Politic 
Box /ia«,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
M5W1X9 

CONDITIONS 

All  aas  must  De  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  do  not  send  cash  through  the  mails. 

The  Body  Politic  reserves  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad .  Late  copy  will  be  held  over  for 

thefolinwing  issue.  Deadline  for  June  Issue:  Mav  16 

RATES: 

Individuals:  20c  per  word,  minimum  $4.  Businesses:  60c  per  word,  minimum  $6. 

Forwarding  Service:  $2  per  ad  per  issue.  If  you  would  like  us  to  assign  your  ad  a  drawer 

number  and  forward  mail  to  you  once  a  week ,  please  check  the  box  indicated  below. 

Name 

Address  


I 
I 


Postal  Code 


D  Drawer  number  required  (Add  $2  per  ad  per  issue.) 

I  enclose  $ tor 

Please  run  my  ad  in  the 


jssues 


.section. 


Print  your  ad  below  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box 


a 
a 

■ 
I 


Mail  to:  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■a 
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CommnnityPage 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  gay  groups  in 
Canada  and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct  them- 
selves toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay 
oppression.  It  includes:  democratically  constituted 
organizations,  cooperatively-run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literatwe,  and  non-profit  gay  periodicals. 
Organizations  wishing  to  be  listed,  or  to  revise  in- 
formation presently  listed,  should  contact:  The 
Body  Pontic  Community  Page,  Box  7289,  Station 
A.  Toronto,  ONM5W1X9. 


Calgary 

DDifBlty/Calgary,  Box  1492,  Station  T,  T2H  2H7. 
Ph:  (403)269-7542. 

DFcundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 

Transsexuals(FACT),  PO  Box  1238,  StnM, 

T2P2L2.  Ph:  (403)266-5304. 
DGay  Academic  Uuod,  tlox  G-262,  Station  G, 

T3A2G2. 
DGay  Uformadoii  aad  Resources,  Rm  3 12,  223 

12  Ave.  SW,  T2R  0G9.  Ph:  (403)264-391 1 . 

Information  and  counselling  Monday-Saturday; 

Gay  AA  Monday;  Lesbian  discussion  Tuesday, 

Men's  discussion  Friday. 
DNfctropohUD  Community  Church,  PO  Box  6945, 

Sin  D,  T2P  2G2.  PH:  (403)  252-8727.  Services 

Sundays  1 1 :30  am  at  Back  Lot  Theatre. 
DParcDU  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  MCC  Calgary, 

PO  Box  6945,  Stn  D,  T2P  2G2.  PH:  (403)  252-8727 

Edmonton 

DCtab  70,  10242-106  St,  T5J  1H7.  Ph:  (403)423- 

5051. 
DDtgaHy/EdmoatoB,  Box  53.  TS  J  2G9. 
DEdmonton  Lesbian  aod  Gay  Rights  Organization 

(ELGRO),  Box  837,  Substation  11,  University  of 

Alberta.  T6G  2E0. 
DGay  Affiance  Toward  Eqoabty  (GATE),  Box 

1852.  T5J  2P2.  Office:  10144-101  St,  Ph: 

(403)424-8361. 
D  MetropoUtan  Community  Church,  Box  1 3 1 2,  T5 J 

2M8.  Ph:  (403)432-9204. 

Nelson 

nThe  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland.  PO  Box  326.  Nelson.  VIL  5R2. 

Prince  George 

DThe  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted 
through  the  Crisis  Centre.  Ph:(604)563-1214. 

Vancouver 

DDJgiilty/Vanconver,  Box  1036.  V6B  3X5. 
DGay  Affiaace  Toward  E<|uaUty(GATE),Box  1463, 

Station  A,  V6C2P7.  Ph:(604)689-3139. 
DGay  People  of  Stmon  Fraser.c/o  Student  Society, 

Simon  Fraser  Univ,  Bumaby.  Ph:  (604)291-3181 

or291-3111. 
DGay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg. 

University  of  British  Columbia.  V6T  1 W5. 

Ph:(604)228-6781. 
DGay  Radio,  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative  Radio, 

337CarrallSt,  V6B2J4. 
DRlgkts  of  Lesbiaas  Sabcommittec,  Bffllsh 

ColaBil>ia  Federatioa  of  WonKn,  1730  Stephens 

St,  V6K  3V5. 
D Society  for  EdacatioB,  Action,  Research  and 

CoaasefliDg  la  Homosexnality(SEARCH), 

Box  48903,  Bcntall  Centre.  V7X  1A8. 
D  SEARCH  Commaalty  Services,  28-448  Seymour 

St,  V6B3H1.  Ph;(604)689-1039. 
DSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  28-448 

Seymour  St.  V6B3H1.    


Victoria 

DFcariaist  l>esMan  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box  23  /, 

Stauon  E.  V8W  2M6. 
D  University  of  Victoria  Gay  Club.  Student  Union 

Bldg,  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1700.  V8W  2Y2. 
GWavcs,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subconunit"«,  Box 
237,  Stn  E,  Victoria,  BC. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

OQiy  Frieads  of  Braadoa.  Box  492.  R7A  5Z4. 

Ph:  (204)727-2305. 


Winnipeg 


DCouDdl  on  Homosexuality  and  Reiigion.Box 
1912.  R3C  3R2. 


DDignlty/Wlnnlpeg.Box  1912.  R3C3R2. 

DGays  for  Equality.Box  27.  UMSU.  University  of 
Manitoba.  R3T2N2.  Ph:(204)269-8678. 

D  Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing, Box  27,  UMSU,  University  of 
Manitoba,  R3T  2N2. 

UProJect  Lambda,  Inc.,  gay  community  services, 
PO  Box  391 1 ,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9. 

D  Winnipeg  Gay  Community  Centre  ProJect.Box 

27,  UMSU,  University  of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2. 
DWinnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  University 

of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)269-8678. 
a>Mnnlpeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St, 

PH:  (204)  786-4581. 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

Corner  Brook 

DCommunity  Homophile  Assodadoa  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),Box  905,  A2H  6J2. 

DGay  Organization  of  Women  of  Newfound- 
land (GOWN),  may  be  contacted  at  the  address 
for  CHAN  given  above. 

St  John's 

DCommunity  Homopliile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  613,  Station  C,  AlC 
5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

DTbe  Alternate  Bookshop,  1585  Barrington  St, 

Suite  301,  B3J1Z8. 
D  Atlantic  Provinces  Political  Lesbians  for  Example 

(APPLE),  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax  South  Postal 

Station,  B3J  3K6. 

DGay  Alliance  for  Equality  (GAE),  Box  361 1 , 
Halifax  South  Postal  Station,  B3J  3K6.  Ph:  (902) 
429-4294.  Gay  helpline  (information,  referrals 
and  counselling):  (902)429-6%9,  Thurs,  Fri  and 
Sat.  7- 1 0PM. 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD), 
c/o  SUB(Student  Union  Building).  Dalhousie 
University. 

U^ip•rrow,  gay  Christians  of  Halifax,  meet  every 
Sunday  at  7:30  pm  at  The  Turret  Community 
Centre,  1588  Barrington  St.  3rd  floor,  c/o  PO 
Box  361 1 .  Halifax  South  Postal  Station.  B3J  3K6. 

DThe  Sisters'  Lightship.  PO  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  Halifax.  NS  B3J  3K6. 

DTheTurret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588 
Barrington  Street.  Ph:  (902)423-6814. 

Wolfville 

DGays,  PO  Box  1297.  BOP  1X0. 


ONTARIO 


Chatham 

DChatham  Gay  Unity,  c/o  192  Sandys  St.  N7L  3P8 
PH:  (519)  354-8978. 


Collingwood 

DGay  Information  Centre,  PO  Box  310. 
PH:  (705)  445-8506. 


Guelph 

DGoelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  NIH  6L8. 

Gayline:  (519)836-4550. 
DGudph  Gav  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)836-4550, 

Mon,  Wed  &  Thurs,  8- 10PM. 

Hamilton 

DMcMasler  Homophile  Association,  PO  Box  102, 
McMaster  University.  L8S  ICO.  Meets  in  6th  floor 
lounge.  Togo  Salmon  Hall.  McMaster  University, 
Wed  at  7:30  pm.  Gayline:  (416)  527-0336. 

DGay  Women  of  Hamilton  may  be  contacted  at  the 
address  given  above  for  the  McMaster  Homophile 
Association.     


Kingston 

LjQueen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University.  Ph:  (613)542-5226. 

DQneen's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs 
Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent,  (Queen's  University, 
K7L2S7.  Ph:  (613)547-2836. 


Kitchener/Waterloo 

DGay  News  and  Views,  Sun,  Tues  and  Wed, 
6:15PM,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable 

DGay  Rights  Organization  of  Walerioo  (GROW), 
Box  2632,  Station  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N2. 

D Kitchener- Waterioo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box 
2741,  Station  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

DLesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box 
2531,  Station  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6M3. 

DWaterioo  Universities'  Gay  Liberation  Move- 
ment, Federation  of  Students,  University  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph:  (519)885- 
1211,  ext.  2372. 

London 

DGay  Action  Group  for  Equality  (GAGE),  Box 

4341,SutionC,  N5W  5J6. 
DGaytine,  Ph:  (519)679-6423.  Info  24  hrs/day. 

Peer  counseUing  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  Sat,  7-1 1PM. 
D Homophile  Association  of  London,  Ontario 

(HALO),  649  Colbome  St,  N6A  3Z2. 

Ph:  (519)433-3762. 
DLondon  Gay  Youth,  for  info  call  Gayline, 

Ph:  (519)679-6423. 
DLondon  Lesbian  Collective,  Box  4724,  Station  C, 

N5W  5L7. 
DWestem  Gay  Association,  c/o  University 

Community  Centre,  University  of  Western 

Ontario.  Ph:  (519)679-6423. 

Mississauga/Brampton 

DGEM. Box 62,  B  ampton,  ON  L6V 2K7. 

DGayiinc  West,  (416)791-6974.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Ottawa 

DDignity,  Box  2102,  Station  D.  KIP  5W3. 
DGays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'OuUouais,  Box  2919, 

Station  D,  KIP  5W9.  378  Elgin  St,  2nd  floor. 

GayUne:  (613)238-1717.  Business:233-0152. 
DGay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/Jeuncsse  Gai(e)s 

d'Ottawa/Hun  may  be  contacted  at  the  same 

address  and  phone  number  as  Gays  of  Ottawa. 

Meetings/Drop-in,  Wed,  8PM,  378  Elgin  St. 
DLesbians  of  OtUwa  Now  (LOON),  Box  4947, 

Station  E,  KIS  5J1.  Ph:  (613)238-1717. 
DMetropolilan  Community  Church,  Box  868,  , 

Sution  B.  KIP  5T1.  Ph:  (613)741-0783. 
DTask  Force  on  the  Status  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 

Male  Psychologists,  c/o  Canadian  Psychological 

Association.  350  rue  Sparks  Street,  Suite  602. 

Peterborough 

DTrent  Homophile  Association,  Box  1524,  K9J 
7H7.  262  Rubidge  St,  Rm  203.  Ph:  (705)742-6229, 
Wed.  7:30-9:30PM,  Thurs,  7:30-9:30PM. 

Thunder  Bay 

D Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  St,  P7B  ISl. 
Ph:  (807)345-7802. 

Toronto 

DCatalyst  Press,  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 
M1N2S6. 

DChatswortb  Charitable  Foundation,  29  Granby 
St,M5BlH8. 

DCommunity  Homophile  Association  of  Toronto 
(CHAT),  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

DCongregation  B'Nai  Kehillah  of  Toronto  forGay 
Jews,  c/o  Blankstein  Design  Inc.  200  Adelaide  St 
West ,  M5H  I W7 .  Ph:  (4 1 6)977-0052, 9AM- 
5PM.  Servicesat  HolyTrintity,  lOTrinitySq 
at  the  Eaton  Centre,  every  Friday  evening  at  9PM, 
with  an  Oneg  program  at  9: 30PM . 

DDignity  for  Gay  Catholics,  Box  249,  Station  E, 
M6H  4E2.  Ph:  (416)960-3997. 

DFree  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box  605, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C2J8.Ph:  (416)923-6131. 

DGay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Prof  John  Lee,  Scar- 
borough CoUege,  West  HiU,  MIC  1A4. 

DGay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  answering  service, 
Ph:(4!6)964-3%2. 

DGay  Alliance  ^t  York,  c/o  Harbinger,  Rm  214, 
Vanier  Residence,  York  University,  4700  Keele  St, 
Dovmsview,  M3J  1P3.  Meetings:  Tues,  8PM.  Ph: 
(416)667-3632,  667-3509. 

DGay  Alliance  Toward  EquaUty  (GATE),  Box  793, 
Station  Q,  M4T  2N7.  Ph:(416)964-0148. 

DGay  Anarchists,  c/o  Ian  Young,  315  Blantyre 
Ave,  Scarborough,  MIN  2S6. 

DGay  Community  Calendar:  (416)923-GAYS.  24- 
hour  recorded  message. 

DGay  Community  Services  Centre,  29  Granby  St, 
M5B  1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line:  (416) 
364-9835.  Drop-in  Mon-Thurs.  7- 10:30PM; 
Fri  &  Sat  to  11:30PM. 

DGays  at  theU.ofT.,c/oSACOffice,  12Hart 
House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto,  M5S  lAl. 
meets  Thurs,  7:30PM,  33  St.  George  St. 


DGay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301. 

Ph:  (416)366-5664.  Meetings  at  the  519  Church  St 

Community  Centre.  Tues.  7:30PM. 
DGlad  Day  Bookstore.  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge. 

M4W  IL7.  Ph:  (416)961-4161. 
DHarbingerGay  Men's  Drop-In,  Tues.  2-5PM. 

Rm  215.  Vanier  Residence.  York  University, 

Ph:  (416)667-3632,  667-3509. 
D Hassle-Free  Clinic,  2  Homewood  Ave,  Suite  101. 

M4Y  2J9.  Ph:  (416)922-3323.  VD  testing  and  info 
Dintegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  PO 
_    Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)92M778 
DLesbian  Organization  of  Toronto,  (LOOT), 

342  Jarvis  St,  M4Y  2G6.  Ph:  (416)960-3249. 
DMetropolitan  Community  Church,  29  Granby  St, 

M5B  I H8.  Ph:  (416)364-9799. 
DParents  of  Gays,  c/o  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

Ph:  (416)484-4634. 
DPink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639,  Station  A, 

M5W  IG2.  Ph:  (416)863-6320. 
DThree  of  Cups,  Women's  Coffee  House,  342 

Jarvis  St,  M4Y  2G6.  Ph:  (416)967-2882. 
DTAG,  Box  6706,  Sution  A,  M5W  1X5. 

Ph:  (416)964-6600.  Peer  counselling  service. 
DToronto  Gay  Press  Club,  c/o  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church,  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 
DToronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85^arbord  St, 

M5S  1G5.  Ph:  (416)922-8744. 
DTransvestites  in  Toronto,  Box  873,  Station  A, 

M5W  IG3.  Ph:  (416)466-7112. 
DTri-Ald  Charitable  Foundation,  8  Irwin  Ave. 

M4Y  1K9.  Ph:  (416)924-2525. 
D  Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Station  E,M6G4E I. 

Ph:  (416)  921-9091. 
D  Women's  Archives.  Box  928,  SutionQ,  M4T2PI. 

Windsor 

DWindsor  Gay  Unity,  PO  Box  7002,  Sandwich 
Postal  Stn,  N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)  252-0979. 
Gayline  is  answered  by  a  woman  Tuesdays  7  to  10 
pm. 


QUEBEC 


Abitibi 

n Association  gaie  de  I'Abitibi,  a/s  ADGQ.  CP  36, 
SuccursaleC,  Montreal,  H2L4J7. 


Hull 

D  Association  Gaie  de  I'OuesI  Quebecois  ( AGOQ), 

CP  1215,  SuccB.JSX  3X7.  Ph:  (819)778-1737 


Montreal 

DAndrogyny  Bookstore.  1217  Crescent  St, 

H3G2B1.  Ph:  (514)  866— 2131. 
D  Association  Communautaire  Homosexuelle  de 

I'Universiti  de  Montreal,  3200,  Jean-Brillant, 

Local  1265-6,  Pav  des  Sciences  Sociales, 

University  de  Montreal,  H3T  1N8. 
D  Association  pour  les  droits  des  gai(e)s  du  Quibec, 

(ADGQ)  CP  36.  Succursale  C,  H2L  4J7.  1264  St 

Timothde.  Ph:  (514)  843-8671. 
DComitidesoutienauxaccusfeduTruxx,  c/o  1217 

Crescent,  H3G2B1. 
DCoop  Femmes,  3617  Boulevard  St  Laurent, 

H2X  2V5.  Ph:  (514)  843-8998. 
DDignity /Montreal,  Newrman  Centre,  3484  Peel  St, 

Ph:  (514)  392-6741. 
DEgUse  Communautaire  de  Montrtel,  Montreal 

Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succursale  NDG, 

H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514)  845-4471. 
DEglisc  du  Disciple  B!en-Aim«,  4376  De  La  Roche. 

Ph:  (514)279-5381. 
DGay  Friends  of  Concordia  meet  every  Thurs  in 

Rm  621,  Hall  Bldg,  at  4  pm,  c/o  DSA,  1455  de 

Maisonneuve  Blvd  West.  PH:  (514)  937-0200. 
DGay  Health  Clinic,  Montrtel  Youth  Oinic/Clini- 

que  des  Jeunes  de  Montreal,  3658  Sainte-Famille, 

H2X  2L5.  PH:  (514)  843-7885,  843-5255.  Mon, 

Wed  &  Fri  evngs. 

DGay  Info,  Box  610,  Station  NDG,  H4A  3R1. 

Ph:  (514)  486-4404,  Mon-Sat,  7-1 1pm. 
DGayUne:  (514)  931-8668  or  931-5330.  Seven  days  a 

week,  7-1 1PM. 
DGay  McGill,  University  Centre,  3480  McTavish, 

H3A  1X9. 
DGay  Social  Services  Project,  5  Weredale  Park, 

H3ZlY5.Ph:  (514)937-9581. 
UGay  Women  of  McGill  meet  Tues,  8pm,  Women's 

Union,  University  Centre,  3480  McTavish,  H3A 

1X9,  Rm  425-6.  Ph:  GayUne  or  (5 14)  866— 2131. 
DGay  Youth  Group,  open  to  gay  males  14-22, 

meets  Saturdays  2-4pm;  call  Gayline  for  info. 
Dintegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  Friends,  c/o  305 

WiUibrord  Ave,  Verdun,  H4G  2T7.  Ph:  (514) 

766-%23. 
DN ACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion  Group,  Box 

298,  Station  H,  H3G  2K8.  Ph:  (514)488-0849. 
DParents  of  Gays,  c/o  Box  610,  Station  NEK), 

H4A  3R1 .  Ph:  (514)  486-4404. 

Continued  on  page  41 
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DProdoctioiis  M,  1406  rue  de  la  VisiUtion  No  3, 

H2L3B8. 
OrransvesUtes  A  Montreal,  social  support  for  trans- 

vestites,  PO  Box  153,  Stn  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5. 

PH:  (514)  486-4404  (Thurs  &  Fri  only). 

OWomen's  Infonnation  and  Referral  Centre, 

3585  St  Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri,  9  AM- 
5  PM;  Tues.  5  PM-9  PM.  Ph:  (514)  842-4781 . 

Quebec 

DCentre  HomopiUle  d'Aide  el  dc  LiMratioo 
(CHAL),  CP  5%,  Haute-ville.  GIR  4R8.  175  rue 
Prince-Edouard.  Ph:  (418)525-4997. 

nCroupe  Gal  de  I'Universiti  Uval,  CP  2500,  Pavil- 
ion Lemieux,  Cili  Universitaire,  Quebec  GIK  7P4 
PH:  (418)656-5800. 

DParobse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique  eucharis- 
tique),  310,  rue  de  la  Couronne,  G1K6E4. 

Sherbrooke 

nCHAL-Estrte,  CP  203...,  Succursale  Jacques- 
"artier,JlJ3Yl. 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Carrot  River 

aCtaTOI  River  Gays,  c/o  18-303  Queen  St,  Saska- 
toon S7K  OM 1 .  For  Melfort-Tisdale  area. 


Kindersley 

DWesI  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rosetown), 
c/o  Drawer  1,  PO  6ox  7508,  Saskatoon. 

Moose  Jaw 

D Moose  Jaw  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  Box 

1778,S6H7K8. 

Prince  Albert 

DPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9. 

Regina 

nAtropos  Fellowship  Society/Odyssey  Qub, 

2242  Smith  St. 
DGay  Regina,  political  action  group,  c/o  2242  Smith 
St,  Regina.  PH:  (306)  525-8915. 

Saskatoon 

DGay  Academic  Union,  Box  419,  Sub-PO  6, 

S7N  OWO. 
DGay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8. 

245-3rd  Ave  South.  PH:  (306)  652-0972. 
DGrapevinc,  a  group  for  Christian  and  Jewish  gays. 

Ph:  (306)343-5963. 
D  Lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation, 

Box4021,S7K3Tl. 
DStnbMe  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St,  S7K 

OMl. 
GSabcommittce  on  Gay  Rights,  c/o  Saskatchewan 

Asscodation  on  Human  Rights,  311  20th  St  W, 

S7M0X1. 


PROVINCIAL 


nCoalilion  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO/, 

PO  Box  822,  Sm  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G3. 
DMaaitoba  Gay  Coalition,  Box  27,  UMSU, 

University  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3T  2N2 
DOntailo  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  Box  543,  Station 

F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L8.  Ph:  (416)654-1 183. 
QSMkatcbewan  Gay  CoaHtioa,  Box  7508. 

Saskatoon,  SK. 


NATIONAL/BINATIONAL 

DBinalioaai  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  Canadian  head 

office:  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301 ,  Toronto,  ON 

M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)366-5664. 
DCandiaa  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Station  A, 

Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2. 
DCaaadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  RlghU  CoaUlion/ 

CoaHtioa  caaadleanc  pour  les  drioti  des 

lesbienne^  el  On  gais  (CI.(;R(:  C(  DLG),  CP 

2919,  Succursale  D.  Otuwa,  ON  Kl P5W9. 

Ph:  (613)233-0152. 
DCoalitioa  biaalioaaic  pour  la  JeuncsK  gaie, 

Si*ge  social  qutbtcois:  CP  753,  Succursale  H, 

Monlrtal,  PQ  H3G  2M7 
DCommittec  lo  Ocfeod  John  Damlcn,  Box  608, 

Suiion  K.Toronto.  ON  M4P2HI. 
□The  John  Damien  louadatioB,  Box  983, 

Adelaide  Si  Stn.  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2K4. 
DNew  Democratic  Party  Gay  C«aciu,  Box  792. 

Sution  F.  Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2N7. 
GOMer  LesMaas  and  Gays.  Box  6248.  Sution  A. 

Toronto,  ON  M5W  1P6. 
DPraiHe  Regioaal  (Mflce.  CLGRC/CCDLG.  Box 

27.  UMSU.  UniveTMty  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg, 

MB.  R3T  2N2. 


n  Regrouoemenl  national  des lesbiennes et  gai»du 
Quebec.  CP  1 104,  Succ  Place  d'Armes, 
Montreal,  Quebec  Fi2Y  3J6 


PUBLICATIONS 

D  After  StoncwnU,  Box  2051,  Winnipeg,  MB 

R3C3M2. 
DThe  Body  PoHL.-,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto. 

ONM5W1X9. 
DFomu,  a  pubUcation  of  the  CLGRC/CCDLG. 

CP  36.  Succursale  C.  Montreal.  PQ  H2L  4J7. 
DGaKe>s  du  Quebec,  CP  36  Succursale  C. 

Montreal.  PQ  H2L  4J7. 
DGay  Rising.  Box  793.  Stn  Q.  Toronto.  ON 

M4T2N7. 
DGay  Saskatchewan,  PO  Box  7508.  Saskatoon. 
UGayTide.  Box  1463.  Station  A,  Vancouver.  BC 

V6C2P7. 
D  Lesbian  Newsletter  Coalition,  Box  773.  Guelph. 

ON.  N1H6L8. 
DMetro  Community  News,  29  Granby  St.  Toronto. 

ONM5B1H8. 
DOUT,  Box  2741,  Station  B.  Kitchener.  ON 

IC2H6N3. 
DOnt  and  About,  Box  27.  UMSU.  University  of 

Manitoba.  R3T  2N2. 


The 
Rump 
Room 


416A  Parliament  St,  Toronto 
928-9612 

Call! 


Toronto  Spring 

LESBIAN 

AND  GAY  DANCE 

Friday,  May  4, 9  pm 

519  Church  Street 
Community  Centre 

sponsored  by  the 
NDP  GAY  CAUCUS 


Meet  the  carKJicJates  supporting 
Lesbian  ancj  Gay  Rights 


Nature's 
Twin 


Invites  female  impersonators,  Iransvestites 
and  transsexuals  to  private  showings  of  the 
finest  selection  of  silicone  breast  forms,  spe- 
cial bras,  lingerie  and  loungewear,  featuring 
our  exclusive  '  'Nature 's  Twin.  ^'^ ' ' 

Consultation  by  appointment  only. 

Ask  for  Simone  •  Confidentiality  assured 

Catalogue  available  —  send  SI  lo: 


Simone  Creations 

Box  640076. 

Miami,  tl.  33164  USA 


ALL  AVAILABLE  AT 

Blueboy  Library 

607  YONGE  STREET,  TORONTO.  ONTARIO 

Or  by  mail  from  Blueboy  of  Canada 
607  Yonge  Street,  Toronto,  ON 

Collectors!  Back  issues  of  Blueboyand  Numbers 
50%  off  retail  price!  Order  now! 
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691- W69 


OutlnTheCity 


by  Irwin  Barrer 


MOVING? 
lELLUS! 

If  you  don't,  you  won't  get  the  sub- 
scription copies  of  TBP  that  we  mail 
to  you.  Instead,  we  will,,  and  we'll 
have  to  pay  postage  due  when  they 
come  t>ack  and  notxxjy  will  be  happy. 
So,  if  you're  planning  a  relocation, 
let  us  know.  Fill  in  your  name  here  as 
it  appears  on  your  subscription  lat>el 
(if  you've  got  a  copy  of  the  label  it- 
self, you  can  attach  it)  and  then  give 
us  your  new  address.  Try  to  include 
the  postal  code  too  —  that  will  keep 
the  post  office  happy  and  then  there'll 
be  three  of  us.  OK? 
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Crosscountry  check-up 


TVo  years  ago,  when  I  was  living  in  Van- 
couver, I  received  a  call  from  a  public 
health  clinic  saying  that  a  person  with 
whom  I  had  had  sexual  contact  had  been 
treated  for  syphilis  and  would  I  please 
make  an  appointment  to  come  in  for 
treatment  myself. 

I  went,  expecting  that  I  would  first  be 
given  an  examination  and  later,  if  the 
test  results  were  positive,  receive  the 
necessary  treatment.  I  did  get  the  exam- 
ination —  immediately  followed  by  two 
massive  injections,  a  supply  of  pills  to 
take  and  instructions  to  call  back  in  a 
week  if  I  really  wanted  to  know  the  re- 
sults of  the  tests.  The  man  in  the  white 
lab  coat  who  conducted  the  proceedings, 
and  who  had  not  identified  himself  as 
either  a  doctor  or  a  public  health  nurse 
(at  the  time  it  didn't  occur  to  me  to  ask), 
would  not  tell  me  the  name  of  the  person 
who  had  identified  me.  The  whole  thing 
seemed  cold  and  unfair  and  it  hurt  like 
hell. 

Later,  as  I  was  discussing  these  events 
with  a  friend,  I  came  to  the  realization 
that  the  contact  in  question  had  to  be 
one  of  two  people.  My  friend  quickly  re- 
jected the  first  possibility  on  the  assump- 
tion that  this  person,  a  semi-public 
official,  would  never  go  to  a  public  cli- 
nic. He  then  announced  that  he  himself 
had  been  to  bed  with  the  other  man  and 
was  going  to  make  an  appointment  with 
his  own  doctor  for  a  VD  test.  My  friend, 
who  hates  needles,  fared  no  better  with 
his  doctor  than  I  did  at  the  clinic.  He 
carried  on  for  days. 

Shortly  thereafter  the  mystery  of  the 
hidden  identity  was  solved.  It  was  the 
semi-public  official.  My  friend  the 
needlephobe  had  been  treated  for 
nothing. 

There  may  be  a  small  amount  of 
humour  in  this  story,  but  the  real  point 
is  the  importance  of  being  in  control  of 
the  medical  attention  you  receive. 

If  the  current  mania  for  fitness,  health 
foods  and  malpractice  suits  is  any  indi- 
cation, the  medical  profession  is  in  for  a 
round  of  intensified  consumer  interest. 
This  is  long  overdue,  especially  among 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  We  are  more  vul- 
nerable than  most  to  medical  mistreat- 
ment, victimized  by  false  assumptions 
when  we  fail  to  come  out  to  our  doctors, 
and  often  met  with  ignorance  or  hostility 
when  we  do. 

We  have  special  medical  problems. 
Venereal  disease  is  not  unique  to  us,  but 
among  gay  men  it  is  certainly  not  un- 
common. If  anyone  tries  to  tell  you,  by 
the  way,  that  this  is  because  we  are 
"promiscuous,"  remind  them  that  syph- 
ilis and  gonorrhea  are  caused  by  bac- 
teria, not  sex,  and  that,  like  any  other 
contagious  disease,  they  could  be 
prevented  if  the  medico-pharmaceutical 
estabUshment  were  interested  in  working 
on  it.  As  Merv  Walker  pointed  out  in  the 
April  1977  issue  of  TBP,  they're  not. 
Drug  companies  make  more  money  off 
treatment  than  they  would  from  the  sale 
of  preventive  products,  and  doctors  are 
wary  lest  they  be  accused  of  encouraging 
"casual"  sexual  encounters. 

But  venereal  disease  isn't  the  only 
"homosexual"  health  problem.  We're 
as  likely  to  come  down  with  mimdane 
maladies  as  everyone  else  is,  and  we're 
probably  subject  to  more  than  the  usual 


amount  of  stress  in  dealing  with  a  world 
that,  at  heart,  isn't  particularly  thrilled 
with  our  sexual  orientation.  The  closet 
can  be  filled  with  tension  and  anxiety;  if 
you've  come  out,  chances  are  you've 
met  with  a  few  receptions  that  were 
more  than  a  bit  depressing.  The  medical 
treatment  we  get  should  deal  with,  not 
compound,  these  problems. 

Doctors  are  not  allowed  to  advertise, 
and  except  for  looking  in  the  Yellow 
Pages  and  making  a  random  selection, 
the  only  way  to  find  one  is  by  asking 
around.  In  most  larger  cities  there  are 
doctors  who  have  large  gay  practices, 
twilt  up  by  referrals  from  one  patient  to 
another.  Often  such  doctors  are  them- 
selves gay. 

It  may  seem  a  rather  insular  attitude, 
but  I  firmly  believe  in  gay  people  going 
to  gay  physicians  for  all  their  medical 
attention.  Having  one  doctor  for  your 
"gay"  health  problems  and  another  for 
everything  else  is  ridiculous.  Your  health 
isn't  that  neatly  compartmentalized;  a 
good  gay  doctor  would  know  this  and 
would  be  better  at  dealing  with  appar- 
ently non-sexual  afflictions  that  might 
rdate  to  being  gay. 

One  of  the  most  serious  mistakes 
people  make  when  seeking  medical 
attention  is  waiting  until  they  are  ill  or  in 
t»eed  of  emergency  treatment  twfore  they 
seek  help.  If  you  don't  have  a  regular 
physician  to  see,  you  are  often  forced  to 
settle  for  help  that  can  be  less  than  ade- 
quate. A  doctor  unfamiliar  with  your 
usual  state  of  good  health  is  most  likely 
to  compare  you  to  other  patients  with 
similar  complaints.  This  can  work 
against  you;  if  the  last  patient  the  doctor 
saw  was  suffering  from  a  serious  respira- 
tory ailment,  you  may  very  well  be  dis- 
missed as  a  hypochondriac  for  showing 
up  in  his  office  asking  for  help  in  over- 
coming a  chest  cold.  Everything,  they 
say,  is  relative,  and  your  health  is  no  ex- 
ception —  but  it  should  only  be  relative 
to  yourself.  Finding  a  doctor  and  having 
a  physical  when  you're  in  top  condition 
is  one  of  the  best  investments  you  can 
make  in  your  health. 

In  Canada,  everyone  is  entitled  to  pri- 
vate medical  attention.  Legislation  es- 
tablishing government  health  insurance 
plans  was  passed  at  the  federal  level,  but 
the  programmes  themselves  are  adminis- 
tered by  the  provinces  —  all  differently. 
In  some  provinces  you  have  to  pay 
premiums  directly  or  through  payroll  de- 
deductions;  in  others  there  are  no 
premiums  charged.  Quebec  deducts 
them  from  income  tax  payments. 

Premium  assistance  is  supposed  to  be 
available  for  those  who  cannot  afford  to 
pay,  but  who  qualifies  and  how  to  get  it 
often  seem  to  be  a  closely  guarded  state 
secret.  Numbers  to  call  for  information 
across  Canada  are  given  here. 

One  word  of  caution:  before  you  see  a 
doctor,  make  sure  that  the  treatment 
you're  seeking  is  covered  by  a  provincial 
insurance  plan  —  and  that  the  doctor 
participates  in  the  programme.  "Opting 
out"  of  public  insurance  schemes  is  a 
favourite  medical  pastime,  especially  in 
Ontario  and  Alberta.  Even  if  your  doc- 
tor hasn't,  you  could  still  end  up  paying 
all  or  part  of  the  cost  if  you  decide  to 
have  your  back  adjusted,  want  your  face 
lifted,  or  need  innoculations  before  go- 


ing abroad.  So  check  first.  You  might 
find  it's  smarter  —  and  surely  cheaper 
—  to  accept  those  wrinkles  and  spend 
the  money  on  a  few  drinks  with  some 
friends. 

There  is  an  option  to  all  this.  Public 
health  clinics  exist  in  almost  every  major 
centre,  and  in  the  larger  cities  many  of 
these  have  special  set-ups  for  VD 
diagnosis  and  treatment  —  usually  very 
efficient  if  that's  all  the  treatment  you 
need.  We'll  deal  with  clinics  in  a  future 
column.  D 


Where  to  get  information  on 
public  health  insurance  in 
Canada. 


Newfoundland  Medical  Care  Plan.  The  plan 
is  free,  but  you  must  register  in  order  to  be 
covered.  Information:  722-6980  in  St  John's. 
Nova  Scotia  Medical  Insurance  Plan.  For 
information  call  429-8880  toll-free  from  any- 
where in  the  province. 
Prince  Edward  Island  Medicare  (Hospital 
and  Health  Services  Commission).  As  in 
Newfoundland,  there  are  no  premiums,  but 
you  must  register.  Call  892-4281  in  Char- 
lottetown  for  information. 
Medicare  New  Brunswick/MMicare 
Nouveau  Brunswick.  No  premiums,  but  you 
must  register.  Info  froni  453-2161  in  Freder- 
icton. 

Ittgis  de  I'assurance  maladie  du  Quebec.  Call 
643-8850  in  Quebec  City;  878-9261  in 
Montreal;  for  other  offices  consult  local  dir- 
ectories. 

Ontario  Health  Insurance  Plan.  Information 
is  available  from  local  offices  across  the  pro- 
vince; consult  your  directory.  In  Toronto  call 
482-11 1 1 ;  in  Ottawa,  237-9100. 
Manitoba  Health  Services  Commission. 
Premiums  were  eliminated  by  the  NDP 
government  in  1973.  For  information  call 
786-71 1 1 ,  collect  from  anywhere  in  the 
province. 

Saskatchewan  Health  Services  Plan.  Also 
free.  Information:  565-3251  in  Regina;  664- 
6275  in  Saskatoon. 

Alberta  Health  Care  Insurance  Plan.  Call 
453-421 1  in  Edmonton  or  261-641 1  in  Cal- 
gu-y  for  information. 

British  Columbia  Medical  Services  Plan.  For 
information  in  Vancouver  or  Victoria,  call 
669-421 1  toll-free.  Elsewhere,  consult  local 
directories.  D 
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A  DISCREET  AND  PRIVATE 
INTRODUCTION  AGENCY  FOR  GAY 
AND  BISEXUAL  MEN  AND  WOMEN. 

IF  YOU'RE  SICK  OF  THE  DOWNTOWN  SCENE 
OR  GAY  BARS,  WE  HAVE  THE  ANSWER. 


OR 


IF  YOU'RE  FROM  OUT  OF  TOWN 
AND  HAVE  FOUND  IT  DIFFICULT  TO  MEET 

PEOPLE,  GIVE  US  A  CALL. 

WE'LL  BE  GLAD  TO  SHARE  OUR  SPECIAL 

OUT-OF-TOWN  MEMBERSHIP  PLAN  WITH  YOU. 

WE  HAVE  A  LIMITED  MEMBERSHIP, 

SO  PLEASE  HURRY  AND  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF 

OUR  3  MONTH,  6  MONTH  AND  1  YEAR 

MEMBERSHIP  PLANS. 

TO  EN  ROLL,  CALL  221  -3449 

FOR  OFFICE  INTERVIEW. 

OR  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  OUR  CONVENIENT 

HOME  ENROLEMENT  INTERVIEW. 
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PinkTriangle  is  pleased  to  announce 


'A    _<sr 


Pink  Triangle  Press  first  introduced  books  by  mail  order  in  the  pages  of  TTie 
Body  Politic  more  than  two  years  ago.  The  idea  was  to  make  good  gay  books 
available  where  they  hadn't  been  before.  And  it  worked.  Hundreds  of  people 
all  across  Canada  and  the  US  have  become  regular  customers. 

Pink  Triangle,  however,  could  never  provide  a  really  wide  range  of  titles. 
Money  to  buy  them  —  and  lately,  time  to  handle  them  —  was  always  too 
limited.  But  now  that  problem  has  been  solved. 

Pink  Triangle  is  now  pleased  to  offer  books  by  mail  order  from  one  of  the 
world's  best  suppliers  of  gay  and  lesbian  literature:  the  Glad  Day  Bookshop. 


1 


Day 


Proprietor  Jearld  Moldenhauer  started  Glad  Day  more  than  eight  years  ago, 
selling  books  out  of  a  knapsack.  Since  then,  the  Toronto  store  has  become  one 
of  the  biggest,  most  complete  gay  bookshops  you'll  find  anywhere  —  and 
a  second  Glad  Day  has  just  been  opened  in  Boston. 

Qad  Day  carries  more  than  1,300  titles,  including  poetry,  prose,  science 
fiction,  foreign  language  selections,  historical  studies  and  antiquarian  material. 
Also  available  are  records,  magazine  and  newspapers  from  all  over  Europe  and 
North  America.  Now,  through  Glad  Day's  regularly  updated  catalogue,  you 
can  have  access  to  it  all,  as  well  as  to  the  selected  new  titles  offered  below. 


A  Queer  Kind  of  Death  by  George 
Baxt.  "This  is  a  detective  story 
unlike  any  other  you  have  read. 
Beautifully  plotted  and  written 
with  elegance  and  wit,  "said 
New  Times. 
Paperback  ($5. 95  +  . 35)  $6.30 


The  Gold  Diggers  by 

Paul  Monette.  The  ex- 
citing, witty  new  novel 
about  going  west  and 
making  it,  by  the  author 
of  Taking  Care  of  Mrs 
Carroll. 

Paperback.  ($4.95 +  .35) 
$5.30 


Lovers:  The  Story  of  Two 
Men  by  Michael  Denneny. 
Expanded  from  the  sell-out 
issue  of  Christopher  Street, 
this  compelling  tale  is  told 
through  photos  the  two 
lovers  took  of  each  other. 
Paper.  ($4.95  +  .35)  $5.30 


Special  Teachers/Special  Boys 

by  Peter  Fisher  and  Marc  Rubin. 
A  sensitive,  finely  crafted  novel 
about  streetwise  kids  coping  with 
the  problems  of  growing  up... and 

-  coming  out! 

i  Paperback  ($5.95  +  .35)  $6.30 


A  novel 
PAUL  MOMETTE 


David  at  Olivet  by  Wallace 
Hamilton.  Old  Testament 
names  become  passionate,  fal- 
lible human  beings  in  this  mag- 
nificent love  story  of  three  men, 
Saul,  Jonathan  and  David, 
King  of  Israel. 
Paper  ($5.95 +  .35)  $6.30 


The  Sighting  by  John  Wynne  is  a  limited  edition  short  story,  the  first  in  a  series. 
It  is  a  tale  of  young  gay  love,  flying  saucers  and  Bela  Lugosi,  with  —  obviously  — 
a  twist.  Paperback.  ($2.50+  .25)  $2.75 

On  Lies,  Secrets  and  Silence:  Selected  Prose  1966-1978  by  Adrienne  Rich. 
Major  prose  pieces  from  the  past  dozen  years  by  one  of  America's  foremost  poets 
and  feminist  thinkers.  Revelatory  and  invaluable  for  men  as  well  as  women, 
ffardcover.  ($18.95  +  .50)  $19.45. 

Wild  Man  by  Toby  Scheenbaum.  "I  have  always  lusted  after  the  Wild  Man  of 
Borneo,  and  my  earliest  memories  reach  back  to  him."  So  begins  this  unique 
memoir  by  a  man  who  has  lived  this  dream  for  30  years.  In  it  he  finds  a  world  that 
has  remained  unchanged  for  hundreds  of  years  and  participates  in  its  most  savage 
and  beautiful  practices.  Hardcover.  ($15.95  +  .50)  $16.45. 


A  Reckoning  by  May  Sarton.  A  dying  woman  seeks  to  sort  out  "the  real 
connections  in  her  life"  —  her  relationships  with  women.  A  deep  and  illuminating 
novel.  May  Sarton  has  been  writing  remarkable  ficdon,  poetry  and  journals  for 
years  and  should  not  be  missed.  Hardcover.  ($12.95  +  .50)  $13.45. 

Qiamber  Music  by  E>oris  Brumbach  is  a  novel  of  a  woman's  barren  marriage  to 
a  famous  composer  and  her  discovery  of  love  with  another  woman.  Ms  Brumbach 
isa  regular  contributor  to  The  New  York  Times  Book  Review.  Hardcover. 
($11. 50 +.50)  $12.00. 

Sweet  Tooth  by  Yves  Navarre.  Originally  a  best  seller  in  France,  this  gay  novel 
has  universal  appeal  for  anyone  with  a  strong  enough  stomach  to  take  its  frank- 
ness, brutality  and  imaginative  power.  An  engrossing  horror  story  —  a  dirge  for 
New  York,  "city  of  lust  and  ashes."  Hardcover.  ($10.95  +  .50)  $11.45. 


Hello,  GladDay 


Please  send  me  the  following  titles: 


Name_ 


Address. 


aty. 


0»de_ 


D  A  Queer  Kind  of  Death $6.30 

n  Lovers:  The  Story  of  Two  Men $5.30 

D  The  Gold  Diggers $5.30 

D  David  at  Olivet $6.30 

D  Special  Teachers /Special  Boys $6.30 

D  The  Sighting $2.75 

D  On  Lies,  Secrets  and  Silence $19.45 

D  Chamber  Music $12.00 

D  A  Reckoning $13.45 

D  Wild  Man $16.45 

D  Sweet  Tooth $1 1 .45 

n  Please  send  me  a  Glad  Day  catalogue 25 

Total  enclosed $ 


Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  Glad  Day  Books. 
Mail  your  order  to:  Glad  Day,  4  Collier  St,  2nd  floor, 
Toronto,  ON  Canada  M4W  1L7.  Please  allow  four  to 
six  weeks  for  delivery  —  we're  speedy,  but  we  can't 
make  any  claims  for  the  Post  Office. 


Please  charge  this  purchase  to  VISA  card  number: 


Dtplry. 


Signature. 


In  Toronto,  drop  into  our  store  at  4  Collier  Street  (just  off  Yonge  Street  north 
of  Bloor),  on  the  second  floor.  Phone:  (416)  961-4161. 


Our  store  in  Boston  is  located  at  22  Bromfield  Street,  on  the  second  floor. 
We'd  be  pleased  to  have  you  drop  in.  Phone:  (617)  542-0144. 


